Munn SED LEY 
T O 


MISS SIDNEY 


; Roje Mount. 
HAVE made a pretty piece of work. 
of it, ſince I laſt wrote to my dear El- 
len, nothing leſs, than given my hand 
to Sedley; you cannot imagine, what a 
laucy kind of joy, beams in the fine eyes 
of my Edward; mine did I ſay, good 
heavens! what a pretty conjugal ſtile J 
am got into already : but really Ellen, 
jelting apart, there is ſomething awful, 
in thus giving one's-ſelf away for life, 


cven to the man, one's heart approves : 
Vol, III. B then 
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then what muſt be the feelings of thoſe, 
who are led to the altar, merely from 
1ntcreſted motives: I am inclined to 


think, that ſuch perſons, muſt be void 


of ſenfibility, but enough on this ſubject. 


J have a great many things to com- 


municate, ſo many, that I hardly know 


which to begin with firſt; bur ſuppoſe as 
a beginning, I was to inform you, that 
I have diſcovered the thief, who robbed 
you of your picture, or rather robbed 
me, for it was I who molt felt the lots: 


but I verily believe you are more than 


even with him, for if he ſtole your pic- 
ture, I have great reaſon to believe, you 
bave his heart in return; you was ſo 
ready to charge poor Fancourt with the 
theft, while the good opinion you en- 


| bitten of the demure Lord Summers, 
would not {utter you, even to fulpect 


him, though he was in reality the g.. Ilcy 


perſon. 
How you teaze one Laura, why do. 


! 
Sy £0 


you rel] me all about it? I am on tne 
rack of curiofity, ſays the =_ nt Elie! 


Well, well, child, you ſhall know: 


about it, if you will not be in ſuch a 


prodigious hurry. : . 
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This morning, my good man being 
engaged with ſome of his tenants, Lord 
Summers, and |, went to take a {irole 
in the garden; we were juſt got on the 
terrace, when I touched ſomething with 
my foot, which I mechanically ſtooped 
to pick up: I proteſt, ſaid J, it is a lady's 

icture. 

It belongs to me, replied Lord Sum- 
mers, it fell this inſtant from my bo- 
ſom, I therefore beg you will let me 
have 1t again, holding out his hand for it. 

I muſt poſitively look at it, before I 
return it, anſwered I. 

I beg you will not, ſaid he: you 
know not the favour you will confer, by 
inſtantly reſtoring 1t to me. 

And fo, my Lord, you think I have 
a {maller portion of curioſ ity than com- 
mon, do you? at the ſame time, turning 
on one ſide to look at it: but how was 
: I ſurpriſea, to find it the exact reſem- 
blance of my Ellen. 

Bleſs me! exclaimed IJ, it's my Ellen 
„ picture- pray my Lord, how 
did it come in your nofleliton f This 
queſtion rouſed him , for looking at me 
very attentively for fome time, he faid, 
B 2 Miſs 
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ley, return nie her picture, for. although 


Miſs Sidney I preſume Madam, is no 
longer an acquaintance of your's. 

Undoubtedly ſhe is, my Lord, and 
he deareſt, and beſt loved friend I have 
on earth ; why ſhould 1 deſert the moſt 
amiable, and I may add, the molt un- 
fortunate, and moſt worthy, of all my 
numerous acquaintance. 

I was once, replicd his Lordſhip, of 
your opinion, I thought her an angel, 
till J was fatally undeceived : but for 
the love of heaven, my dear Mrs. Sed- 
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ſhe 1s unworthy my regard, I ſtill love 
her to diſtraction, and the only happy 
moments I pats, are in contemplating 
the reſemblance, of the only woman, I. 
ever did, and. I may add, ever can love. 
No, rejoined I, you do not deſerve 
to have the picture of my ſweet friend, 
when you can dare to ſpeak ſo Aa 
fully of the lovely original : and unlet 
you explaih yourſelf, you ſhall never 
have it again: I ſhould think | did 
wrong, 1n letting you have 1t. 1 
Crnel Mrs. Sedley, do you think J 
will again injure Mils SIGNCY\ in your 
opinion; no, if you think well of her, 
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you ever ſhall do ſo for me; I am ſorry 
for what juſt now eſcaped me, but I was 
fo grieved at the loſs of the picture, I 
knew not what J either ſaid, or did. 

am on the contrary, glad, my Lord, 
that you have mentioned your doubts of 
Miſs Sidney, anſwered J, for it gives me 
an opportunity, of inſiſting on an expla- 
nation, and let calumny have done it's 
wort, I am poſitive, I can as ſafely an- 
ſwer for every action of Miſs Sidney's, 
as I could for my own, bur, 
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Be thou as chaſte as ice,. as pure as ſnow, 
Thou wilt not eſcape calumny, 


have not the leaſt doubt, but the has 
been miſrepreſented to your Lordſhip, 
and if you will be kind enough to tell 
ne. what you have heard to her diſad- 
vantage, | {hall then be able to clear up 
every thing: for believe me, I could as 
ſoon bear to hear a reflection caſt on my 
own character, as on that of my innocent 
friend, when ſhe is not preſent to defend 
herſelf: but if you will promiſe to ex- 
plain, what you hinted a little while ago, 
1 will inſtantly return the picture, though, 
added I ſmiling, I believe it was origi- 
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nally intended for me, for I know my 
friend drew one when ſhe was at Maple 
Vale, which ihe loſt, and I am apt to 
think 1t can be no other than this. 

Lord Summers replied, he had taken 
it off the table, that very day you fi- 
niſhed it: for he was ſure it would have 
been in vain' to have aſked for it, he 
{aid, he hoped 1 would not be ſo cruel as 
to claim it, and begged very earneſtly I 
would reſtore. it to him. | 

] anſwered, that on the condition J 
firſt mentioned, he ſhould have it, but 
unleſs he complied with that, I ſhow 
inſiſt on keeping it. 

1 am very unwilling, faid his Lord- 
ſhip, to ſay any thing that would pieju— 
dice you againſt Mits Sidney, but you 
ſeem ſo very certain you can clear up 
her character, that I will even diſtruft 
the evidence of my own ſenſes, and 1 
give you my word and honour, to un- 
fold every circumſtance that has occurred 
relative to Miſs Sidney; and now, cried 
his Lordſhip, may I claim the prize. 

There it is, replied I, and I depend 
on your keeping your word. 


We 
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We ſaid no more on this ſubject, but 
went to meet Sedley, who was coming 
towards us. I think it is plain, Lord 
Summers mult have had a very great 
affection for you, but there has been | 
ſome litigious, illnatured, perſon, wao 
has taken the pains to give him an ill 
opinion of you: who chat perſon can be, 
cannot even imagine, perhaps you 
may be able to give a better guets : tho 
very manner in which your picture is 
ſer, ſhews the value he once had tor the 
original; he never would have gone to 
ſuch an expence, for the likeneſs of a 
perſon, that was indifferent to him: it 
is ſet round with diamonds, and on the 
back is engraved, the following lines: 
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© She has a mind more lovely, 
Than her face is fair.“ 


You will perh aps think it ſuange, that 
cannot yet give you an account of the 
faults that are laid to your charge, but 
ſo it is; Lord Summers was under the 
neceſſity of leaving Roſe Mount for Lon- 
don, early the next morning: which 
prevented a poſũbility, of my again 
mentioning the ſubject to him. 
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MAPLE VALE, 


I hope ſoon to have the pleaſure 14 


meeting my dear Ellen, in town, till 
then, allow me to ſubſcribe myſelf, 


your ſincere, and affectionate friend, 


LAURA SEDLEY.. 


LETTER IAV. 


MISS SIDNEY 
＋ 0 


Mas, 8E DLE V 


I. Berkley Square, 
Received your letter, my dear Laura, 


1n due time, but have been prevented 
by indiſpoſition, from anſwering it till 


now. Oh my friend! how ſhall 1 de- 


ſcribe the emotions I felt on reading it; 
why ſhould Lord Summers expreſs ſuch 
a value for a picture, and at the fame 
time deſpiſe the original; it is to me a 
myſtery, which I think ſome time or 


other will perhaps be revealed, wt” 
0 


. x P „ 
FP 
18 


9 2 ( 
. r 2 
WWW // RI HE 
12 1 R 1 22 15 
EO La, SS 7 2 1 1 
* TY K 2 WES 


FOR: 


1 do not in the leaſt expect to ſee that 


eriod arrive, for I find both my health 


and ſpirits, decay very faſt; and were it 


not for my dear and honoured mother, 1 


am ſure I ſhould not care, how ſoon I 


quitted this vale of tears; for what but 
ſorrow does one meet with here: I have 
alwavs made it my ſtudy, to oblige every 
body, and never (I can ſafely ſay), in- 
tentionally, did, or ſaid, a thing to the 
- prejudice of any one; and yer you ſee I 
have enemies, and buter ones too, for I 
am fure 1 mult have been ſtrangely, and 
cruelly miſrepreſented to Lord Summers, 
or he never would have faid what he did : 
he has too much honour to give ear to 
ſcandal, were it not wrapt up in the 
molt artful manner, and under the maſk 
of friendſhip ; friendſhip, ſacred name, 
how much art thou abuled by ev wy claſs 
of beings. 

You fay I may perhaps gueſs who 
has robbed me, of that invaluable trea- 
lure, a good name: but alas! 1 am ut- 


terly at a loſs, and cannot fix on any 


one; I often think of the following lines, 
o beautifully expreſſed by Shakeſpear : 
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«© Good name in man and woman 

Is the immediate jewel of their ſouls ; 

Who ſteals my purſe ſteals traſn, tis . 
« nothing, | 

% was mine, *tis his, and has been ſlave to 
&«& thouſands; 

gut he that filches from me my good name, 

6 Robs me of that which not enriches him, 

* And makes me poor indeed,” 


You fay he is in TI ondon, good hea- 
ven ſend I may not meet with him, the 
fight would be more than 1 could bear, 
in my preſent ill ſtate of health. 


Although 1 am hardly able to leave 


my chamber, yet am I obliged to dress 


and go out with Lady Mary every Gay ; 
ſhe is not half ſo kind to me, as ſhe 
uſed to be: and for this change in her 
behaviour, I can find no reaſon, without 
it is the great attention, Captain Bren- 
ville, has thought proper to pay me, that 
diſplcaſes her; but why the thould be 
angry with me for that, I cannot tell. 


for it is not in my power, to prevent his 
ſaving what he pleaſes ; Lady Harriet 
Aubrey too, who ever uſed to be my 
friend, now treats me with coolneſs: 
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put up with a great deal of ill humour 
from all parties, on my mother's account, 
for if I leave Lady Mary, I muſt of 
courſe be an incumbrance to my poor 
mother, while alas! her {mall pittance, 
is barely enough to maintain herſelf: I 
often think of this, and rather than diſ- 
treſs her, I would gladly ſubmit to any 
thing; what puzzles me moſt is, how to 
account for Lady Harriet's change in 
her cafriage towards me; ſhe is what the 
world calls a good tempered woman, 
but J am ſure, ſhe has given me great 
reaſon to ſay I ind her quite the Con- 
trary, (for ſhe never lets an opportunity 
paſs, of finding fault with me, and 
complains to Lady Mary, that I am fo 
proud, and ill humoured, there is no 
enduring me), though to every body 
elſe, ſhe behaves with the greateſt com- 
placency, and affability. 
Adieu my dear Laura, may you be 
happy with the man of your choice, prays 
your ſincere though unhappy friend, 
ELLEN. SIDNEY. 
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I haveat length come to anccclaircifſe- 


ment with Mr. Middleton; he ſaw his 
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addreſſes made me unhappy, and rather 
than I ſhould continueſo, on his account, 
he has generoufly given up all preter- 
ſions to me: but ſaid, he hoped, as I 
would not allow him to be my lover, 1 
would ever think him my friend, and in- 
Liſted my mother ſhould apply to him, 
in any emergency. He has left town 
for ſome time, and 1 fincerely hope, ere 
he returns, he will fix his affections on a 
more worthy object than your Ellen: 
and that he may make choice of a wo- 
man, ſenſible of his merit, is my ardent 
Prayer. | 

My little charge comes on finely, {hc 
knows the ſound of my voice, and when 
I go to ſee her, holds out her little hands 
for me to take her: ſhe encreaſes in 
lovelineſs, and 1 doubt not, will be as 
beautiful as her poor unfortunate mother. 


Adlieu, my | aura. 
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0 H my dear Lady Freemore, I have 
met with ſuch a diſappointment, I know 
not how I ſhall get the better of 1t; my 
amiable friend, Miſs Sidney, who you 
have ſo often heard me mention with 
delight, is gone from Lady Mary Win- 
terford's, branded with the odious name 
of thief: : that ſhe is innocent of the 
crime laid to her charge, I am poſitive, 
for I could anſwer for her conduct, with 
the ſame exactneſs, as I could for my 
own, but whither ſhe is gone, no one 
can tell; fhe has ſome ſecret enemy, or 
rather enemies, who envious of her good 
qualities, endeavour to leſſen them, by 
traducing the character of the moſt lovely, 
and amiable, young perſon I ever met 
with : but I flatter myſelf, ſhe will ſhortly 
111e ſuperior to their malice ; I forget, my 
dear 
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dear. Lady Freemore, you are unac-- 
quainted with the circumſtance, I ſhall 
therefore inſtantly relate it to you. 
I did not arrive in town, till late the 
night before laſt, which made me defer 
calling on Miſs Sidney till the morning, 
 . (yeſterday). I went before the uſual 
hour of viſiting, that we might not be 
$ interrupted ; but how was J ſurpriſed, 
| when the carriage ſtopped at Lady Mary 
Winterford's, to hear, that my friend had 
left her houſe upwards of a fertnight : 
my aftoniſhment was great, but however 
1 had ſuthcient recollection to enquire 
for Lady Mary; ſhe was not up, but her 
woman came to me, with her lady's 
compliments, and ſhould be happy to 
ſee me in a couple of hours. I excuſed 
myſelf from calling again, but told the 
ſervant, I ſuppoſed ſhe could inform me 
where to find Miſs Sidney. She an- 
ſwered, it was moſt. likely, ſhe-was at 
her mother's in — ſtreet. 

I then enquired, the reaſon of her 
leaving Lady Mary's. She appeared 
very unwilling to tell me, but at length, 
wearied with my repeating the queſtion, 
ſhe anſwered, that ſome of Lady Mary's 
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ewels had been found in Miſs Sidney's - 


poſſeſſion, and on that account, ſhe had 
been ordered to leave the houſe inſtantly; 
but, added ſhe, ſuch was Lady Mary's 
opinion of Miſs Sidney, that nothing 


leſs than conviction, could have per- 


ſuaded her to think her guilty. 

I ſhall not attempt to vindicate her, 
replied I, I can anſwer for her innocence, 
but do me the favour to tell your Jady, 
1 would not advile her to ſtain Miſs 
Sidney's character on bare ſuſpicion, for 
that young lady has friends, and very 


powerful ones too, who if they find ſhe. 


has been treated with injuſtice, will let 
Lady Mary hear further from them. I 
then gave her my name, and being in- 
formed where Mrs. Sidney had lodgings, 
} deſired the coachman to drive there 
with all convenient expedition. I was 
there almoſt immediately, but was again 
diſappointed, for the people of the houſe 
told me, that two days after Miſs Sidney 


came to her mather's, they had left thoſe 


lodgings, but where they are gone they 
could not tell, bur if I would leave my 
addreſs, and they ſhould hear of the 
place of their reſidence, they would let 


me 
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me know. I therefore, my dear Lady 
Freemore, took the liberty of deſiring, 


they would direct to you, and if you gain 


any intelligence, I need not add, that I 
ſhall thank you to communicate it to me 
inſtantly. 

IJ have not partaken of any of the 


amuſements of this gay city, neither 


ſhall I, for we leave it to-morrow morn- 
ing for Dover, where we propole ſtaying 
no longer than till the. pacquet fails, 
Adieu, my dear Lady Freemore. 
Believe me your's ſincerely, 
LAURA SEDLEY, 


I beg of you to ſee my father, and 
mother, often. I ſhall again write when 
we arrive at Paris, but not till then; as 
I mean to give you a deſcription of my 
new ſiſter. Once more adieu. 
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I | Maitland Place. 
DO not wonder, at my dear Caro- 
line's reproiching me with neglect, as T 
have at this moment, three of her letters 
unanſwered before me: but I have been 
ſo much engaged lately, with a houſe 
full of company, that J can ſafely ſay, I 
have not had an hour to myſelf fince I 
laſt wrote; I then acquainted you, that 
Major Harcourt was with us, (his fiſter 
had engaged herſelf, to pay a viſit to a 
family in Warwick(hire, we therefore 
were deprived of her company, a loſs, 
which I believe no one regretted), and 
allo, that we expected Lady Irwin, with 
Colonel Britain and his lady, (the Colo- 
nel, is Mr. Beverley's intimate friend): 
they arrived on Monday laſt, and as 
they are all ſtrangers to you, ſome ac- 
count of them may be expected. To 

begin. 


Fn 
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begin then with Lady Irwin, if I can 
poſſibly do her juſtice. Figure to your- 
ſelf a countenance, on which, though 
rather plain, are engraved the ſtrongeſt 
traits of benevolence, and ſweetneſs; it 
is not at firſt ſight, that you would be 
taken with her, but when you hear her 
utter the moſt exalted ſentiments, dicta- 
ted by a heart fraught with ſenſibility, 
and humanity, you not only admire, but 
look up to her as a ſuperior being: ſhe 
has reckoned her fiftieth year, but in my 
opinion, ſhe looks no more than two 
and forty. 
Mrs. Britain, 1s a fine elegant woman 
of twenty, or perhaps rather more, her 
face is partectly beautiful, and from a 
ſoft melancholy, diffuſed over it, renders 
her countenance very intereſting: it ſeems 
to denote, ſhe is not entirely unac- 
quainted with misfortune: Mr. Beverley 
ſays, ſhe has contracted that look, from 
a too deep ſenſibility, of the miſeries of 
her deceaſed parents: her diſpoſition, 
appears ſimilar to Lady Irwin's. 
And now for the Colonel, who though 
s laſt, is not leaſt in favour; in his perſon 
| he is handſome, and makes a very good 
martial 
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martial appearance; he is all life and 
ſpirits, and one of the beſt tempered 
creatures breathing; I tell Charles, I 
hone he will not be jealous, for I really 
am more than half in love with his friend. 
He only laughs at me, and ſays, the 
Colonel is too much in love with his 
own wife, to mird me: indeed, he ſeems 
almoſt to adore her, and his whole ſtudy 
is to pleaſe her. | 
As Major Harcourt came in from his 
ride, ſoon after their arrival, I introduced 
him to thera all: on looking at Mrs, 
Britain, he ſtarted back, exclaiming, 
good heavens ! what a ſtriking reſem- 
blance, then turning fuddenly away, he 
left the room, and did not again appear 
for ſome time : when he did, he apolo- 
gized to Mrs. Britain, by ſaying, 1 am 
ture Ma/am, you mult think me a very 
ſtrange old fellow, to leave you ſo very 
abruptly, but your extreme likeneſs to 
a perſon who was once very dear to me, 
affected me ſo much, that I could not 
ſtand it; a tear trembled in his eye, as 
he ſpoke; Mrs. Britain, you may ſup— 
poſe, readily admitted his apology; and 
ſhe is become ſuch a favourite, that the 
| a Major 
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Major i is quite unhappy i in her * 


I fear my Caroline, he has been very 
unfortunate ; he once promiſed me the 
hiſtory of his life, but has never fince 


taken notice of it: I am unwilling to 
diſtreſs him, by putting him in mind of 


it, though I long for the information ; 
I eſteem him oreatly, for all that ſceming 
roughneſs in his diſpoſition, 1s aſſumed, 
and under the appearance of ſurlineſs, he 


has a heart, feelingly alive to the miſe- 


ries of his bellows creatures. 
I am obliged to break off, rather 


abruptly, as Mr. Beverley and the Colo- 
nel, are at my elbow, and threaten to 


take the pen from me: they tell me, the 


ladies are waiting for me to join them in 


a walk, therefore my dear Caroline, will 


know excuſe my ſubſcribing myſelf her 


friend, in haſte, | 
MARIA BEVERLEY. 
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LETTER LXVIIL 


FROM THE SAME. 


Maitland Place. 

Ir is now paſt twelve o'clock, and 
doubtleſs my dear Caroline, you will be 
ſurpriſed at my ſitting down to write, at 
ſo late an hour, but the paſt day, has 
brought ſuch wonderful things to light, 
that I cannot go to ſleep till J have ac- 
quainted you with them: ſo now pre- 
pare yourſelf for a regular detail of events. 

On being dreſſed for dinner to-day, I 
went into the drawing room, where I 
founa Mrs. Britain, quite alone; ſhe was 
looking very earneſtly at a picture, which 
hung ſuſpended by a ribbon from her 
neck : ſhe- raiſed her head on my en- 
trance, and 1 perceived ſhe had been in 
tears. 

I have been contemplating my father's 
picture, faid ſhe, which is the cauſe of 
my preſent diſtreſs, (perceiving I looked 
{urpriſed) ſhe added, look at it Mrs. 
Beverley, was it not a pity, fo young a 

min 
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man, ſhould be cut off in the prime of 
life; he was not five and twenty when 
he died, in conſequence of ſome wounds 
he received, in fighting for his King and 
country. 

I took the picture in my hand; it was 
that of a very handſome man, in regi- 
mentals; after having conſidered it at- 
tentively, I faid, I think allowing for the 
difference of ages, it is not unlike Major 
Harcourt. 

I have often thought ſo, replied Mrs. 
Britain, and I could not on that very 
account, help feeling a veneration tor 
the Major: ſhe had hardly done talking, jt 
before he came in. 

What is it. you are viewing with fuch 
attention? aſked he. 

' Your picture, anſwered I, laughing, 
and holding it out for him to take, (for 
Mrs. Britain had untied it from her neck,) 
ſee what a compliment I pay you. 

He took it in his hand, but had hardly 
looked at it, before he changed colour, 
and appeared much agitated : at length, 
he faintly articulated, for heavens ſake! 
Mrs. Beverley, where had You this, : 

. 1 
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It is mine, anſwered Mrs. Britain, it 
is the picture of my dear deceaſed father. 

Your father! reiterated the Major, al- 
moſt out of breath, was his name Carle- 
ton? 

On her anſwering in the affirmative, 
he flew towards her, and taking her in 
his arms exclaimed, kind heaven! I 
thank thee: T have at laſt found my dear, 
long ſought daughter; I am that father, 
who you imagined dead ; and have I 
thus unexpectedly found thee, after hav- 
ing travelled al noſt over Kurope, ſeek- 
ing for you in vain. 

Mrs Britain, quite overcome by her 
ſenſations, fainted in his arms. I im- 
mediately rang for aſſiſtance, and ordered 
one of the ſetvants to ſtep for Lady Ir- 
win, for the poor Major was lo terrified, 
to ſee his newly found daughter, 1n ſuch 
a ſituation, that he was 1D a very little 
better ſtate himſelf. Lady Irwin ſoon 
came, having been much alarmed by 
the ſervants tel!i ing her, Mrs. Britain was 
indiſpoſed; 2 ran towards her, ſaying, 
for God's fake ! my dear Selina, let me 
know what is the matter with you. 
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Mrs Britain, on hearing Lady Irwin's 
voice, opened her eyes, and throwin 
her arms round her Ladyſhip's neck, 
exclaimed, oh my dear Madam ! 1 have 
found my father, he is not dead, as you 
ſuppoſed. 

Lady Irwin looked at me, as much as 
to lay, I ſee ſhe is not right in her ſenſes; 
ſhe prelſec her to her boſom, ſaying, you 
are not well, my dear Selina, let me ad- 
viſe you to go to bed. 

Oh Madam, cried Major Harcourt 
taking her hand, ſhe is right, I am her 
father, and what do I not owe you, for 
the preſervation of my child, who 1 have 
ſo long, and ſo fruitleſsly ſought. 

You aſtoniſh me very much Sir, re- 
plied Lady Irwin. Selina's mother, on 
her death bed aſſured me, her huſband 
was dead, beſides, added ſhe, her name 
was not Harcourt: 

Madam, anſwered the Major, at that 
time my name was not Harcourt, but 
Carleton, and ſo was my father's, but a 
ſhort time before his death, a diſtant re- 
lation, left him an eſtate, on condition 
he took the name of Harcourt, which as 


he was but too fond of money, he gladiy 
confented 
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* 


conſented to do; of . I took the ſame 
name at his deceaſe, as the eſtate was then 


mine: my ſtory is too long to relate now, 


but J have it in writing, incending i it for 
this lady's peruſal, (bowing to me), and 
to-morrow you ſhall ſee it: the firſt time, 


added he, I faw this dear girl, her like- 


neſs to her much loved mother, ſtruck 
me ſo forcibly, as to oblige me to leave 
'the room, though I then little thought, 
ſhe was indeed my own daughter. 

It would be in vain Caroline, for me 
to attempt deſcribing, half, what was ſaid, 
and done, I muſt therefore leave it to 
your own 1magination, to makg out the 


remainder of it. Colonel Britain, and 


Mr. Beverley, who had been out all the 
morning, now made their entre: they 
concluded, we were all of us a little diſ- 
ordered in our heads, till our behaviour 
was accounted for, by relating every cir- 
cumſtance. Colonel Britain, then went 
up to Major Harcourt, and taking him 
by the arm, ſaid, you are a very lucky 
man, Major, for you have found a daugh- 
ter, who I can ſafely ſay, is one of the 
molt accompliſhed and beit women in 
the world. 
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 Weprevalled on the Major after din- 
ner, to let us have his hiſtory, as we 
were all anxious to know the events of 
his paſt life. He ſaid, he could not 
refuſe us any thing, and accordingly 
teiched the papers, which he begged 
fome of the company would read, as he 
could not himſelf be preſent; therefore 
Mr. Beverley, and the” Colonel, took 
upon them, to read by turns: as it is 
too long to copy, I with the Major's 
permiſſion, ſend it, for your peruſal, 
and beg to have it again, as ſoon as you 
have ne with it; poor Mrs. Britain, 
Lady Irwin, and 1, have almoſt wept 
ourſelves blind, ſo much were we af- 
fected with her fathers diſtreſſes, which 
are indeed uncommonly trying. But. 
will not rob you, of the deſire of reading 
them by anticipation. | 
Good night my dear Caroline, I am 
ſo ſleepy, I can hardly ſee what I write. 
I hall perhaps add a few lines to- mor- 
row, till then adieu. 


OTIS Dn MR AT a 
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1 would not ſeal this, till T informed 


Er that ayer Hareourt has — 
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his intention, of reſigning an eſtate, of 
twelve hundred a year to Colonel Britain, 
as part of what he means to give his 
daughter. Believe me dear Caroline, 
ever your ſincere and affectionate, 
2 MARIA BEVERLEYs 
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MAJOR HARCOURT's HISTORY. 


My father was a man of great emi- 
nence in his profeſſion, as a Counſellor, 
he had a clear eſtate, of eight hundred 
per annum, which he more than dou- 
bled by his profeſſional gains, and being 
of a parſimonious turn, he was ſuppoſed 
to be worth a vaſt deal of money, be- 
ſides what he had with my mother, who 
when he married her, was a widow, with 
a large jointure: they had ſeveral chil- 
dren, who all died in their infancy ex- 
cept my ſiſter, and ſelf: I was always 
thought to. be my father's favourite, and 
indeed whilſt a boy, I met with every 
indulgence I could wiſh, provided it did ® . 

„„ C2 not {| 
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not coſt much, for at any time; he would 
deprive himſelf of his greateſt pleaſures, 
to fave a few ſhillings. 

| paſſed the firſt ſeventeen years of 
my lite, without any occurrence worth 
mentioning; at that period I was ſent 
for home from Eton ſchool, to take a 
laſt farewell of my reſpected mother, Who 
was dying: I arrived juſt time enough 
to receive her bleſſing, and ſhe expired 
in my arms, after recommending me, 
with great earncſtneſs, to be a Gutiful 
ſon, and a kind br other. This was in- 
dced a great loſs to me, and the firſt real 
grief [ ever experienced; ſhe was a moſt 
indulgent parent to me, often robbing 
herſelf, of the little ſhe could ſpare, to 
ſupply my deficiencies, and keep me in 
as great plenty as my companions; for 
it was a maxim of my father's, that 
pocket money to ſchool boys, who had 
every thing that was neceſſary provided 
for them, was the moſt ridiculous thing 
in the world, and therefore never would 
allow me any. 

Soon aer my mother's death, my 
father told me, it was high time, I ſhould 


begin to think of doing ſomething, in a 
4 way 
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way to provide for myſelf; and it was 
his pleaſure, . I ſhould ſtudy the law: it 


was in vain,. I expreſſed my diflike of 
that profeſſion, begging him to allow 
me to go into the army; but that he po- 


fitively refuſed to do, ſaying, he was 


certainly the beſt judge of what was pro- 
per for me, and therefore inſiſted on my 
obeying him, and making the law my 
ſtudy : his chief reaſon, I verily believe, 


was, that it required leſs expence to 
place me in an office, with an at- 


torney, than to purchaſe me a com- 


miſſion in the army. I applied myſelf 


to ſtudy for about two years, but made 
very little progreſs, as this way of life 


was my averſion, and my. father was 


continually upbraiding me, with my ob- 


funacy and ſtupidity ; and I really led a 


very uncomfortable lite; the only re- 
creation ever had, was ſometimes be— 
ing allowed to go with my father, to a 
- - neat little box of his, run up about fix 
miles from London, whither he uſed 
frequently to go for a few days, and would 

now and then take me with him. 
One evening as I was walking by the 
ide of a river, (as was my uſual cuſtom, 
G2 to 
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to brood over the hardneſs of my fate), 
I was alarmed by a violent ſhrick, and 
immediately a young lady, came run- 
ning towards me, crying, for God's ſake 
help, or my Letitia will be drowned : 
ſhe ran back, and I followed her, till 
we came quite to the river's edge, where 
I beheld a female who had fallen in, and 
was ſtruggling for life: Iinftantly ſprang 
forwards,and with difficulty brought her to 
ſhore: Ithen with the help of two labourers, 
who were going to their work, got her 
home, it being a very ſmall diſtance, from 
the ſpot where we were. It wasa long time, 
before ſhe ſhewed any ſigns of life, fo 
long, that we began to deſpair of her 
recovery; but however at laſt, ſhe came 
ſo much to herſelf, that there was every 
reaſon to hope ſhe would do very well. 
After drying my cloaths, and receiving 
every acknowledgement from the family, 
that grateful hearts could dictate, I re- 
turned home, not at all the worſe for my 
wetting : when I told my father where [ 
had been, and what I had done, he ſaid 
I was a fool for my pains, to riſk ſaving 
any one's life at the danger of my own: 


E was not in the leaſt ſurpriſed at — 
| le 
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he ſaid, as I was before no ſtranger to 
his ſentiments. I made what enquiry 


I could among the ſervants, to know 
what family it was, I had ſo providen- 
tially ſaved a member of, as I never re- 
membered, to have ſcen any of them be- 


fore. I learned the family conſiſted of 


an old gentleman, his wite, and daugh- 


ter; of the name of Horton; and that 
the lady who fell into the water, was an 
orphan, who boarded with them, and 
was a ward of Mr. Horton's, but no rela- 


tion to him. 


The next day I went to enquire after 
Mils Grandby, (for that was her name), 


and found her ſu much recovered, as to 


be able to fit up: ſhe no ſooner heard 


that | was below, than ſhe deſired to ſee 
and thank me, for the fervice | had done 
her. When I entered the room where 
ſhe was ſitting, | was ſtruck with the ex- 
treme beauty of her perſon : I know not 
how to deſcribe her, but let it ſuffice, I 


thought Letitia Grandby, the lovelieſt 


woman I had ever beheld: ſhe was 
dreſſed in white, which added a delicacy 
to the languor of her fine features. | 


C3 For 
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« For oh! ſhe was the lovelieſt of her ſex, | 
% And Nature form'd her, in her faireſt mould.“ 


She bluſhed when J appeared, and in the 
mildeſt, though molt lively accents of 
protrude, did ſhe thank me for the pre- 
ervation of her life. 

_ I believe, I did not inform you, that 
ſhe was angling on the bank of the river, 
when her line happening to catch in 
ſome twigs, which hung over the water, 
in ſtriving to diſengage it, ſhe leaned too 
forward, and of courle fell in. 

From that day, I took every opportu- 
nity of being at Mr, Horton's, and every 
moment I could ſpare, I ſpent with the 
lovely Letitia, as Mr, and Mrs. Horton, 
had both been ſo kind, as to give me a 
general invitation to their houle : our at- 
tachment was reciprocal, and one day I 
had the happineſs to hear my dear girl, 
fay, that Mr. Carleton, was the only man 
ſhe ever did, or ever. could love. I re- 
turned her the thanks ſhe merited, for 
this candid conteſſion, and begged at 
the ſame time, our attachment to each 
other, might be a ſecret to all but our- 
ſelves, for I well knew my father would 

8 5 never 
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never conſent to my marry ing Miſs 


Grandby; her fortune being too incon- 


ſiderable, to ſatisfy a man who thought 
riches, the only acquiſition of any conſe- 
quence, in the married ſtate: he fre- 
quently enquired the reaſon, of my 


ſpending ſo much of my time at Beach 


Hill, for ſo was his houle called, ſaying, 
it would be much more to my advan- 
tage, if the time | rock in going back- 
wards and forwards, was pent in the 
office belonged to: he generally con- 
cluded his harangue, with ſaying, he 
hoped I had formed no foolith connec- 
tions with any girls of my acquaintance. 
I was always at a lols to anſwer him, be— 
ing fearful of ewning my paſſion for 
Letitia, and yet moſt ardently wiſhing 
him to know, and approve 1t; I molt 
commonly evaded his queſtion, by ſay- 
ing, I hoped I never ſhould do any 
thing that would diſgrace my family, for 
did not think Miſs Grandby's alliance, 
could in the leaſt diſgrace any one; her 
father was a man of family, but being 
too fond of gaming, had ſpent every 
thing he was once poſſeſſed of, and Le- 
titia, mult have gained a livelihood by 
C4 her 
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her own induſtry, ha not an old aunt 
of her mother's, died, and left her about 
a thouſand pounds, which it was not in 
her father's power to touch: but I per- 
ceive | grow tedious, I ſhall therefore 
thorten my little narrative, as much as | 
can, with propriety. 

With ſome difficulty, T at length pre- 
vailed on Letitia, to conſent to a private 
marriage, hoping that when my father 
was informed of it, his anger would give 
place to parental alfection, and that he 
would receive us, and forgive what was 
paſſed: alas! how vain and deluſive 
were my. hopes, and ſincerely have I re- 
pented, having ever formed them, not 
on my own account, but becauſe it dil- 
turbed the quiet, of my ever to be re- 
gretted Letitia; for had ſhe never known 
me, ſhe would moſt probably have ended 
her days in happineſs, and comfort, ſur— 
rounded by her friends, and relations: 
{vt to return from this degreſſion. 

We were married at a neighbouring 
church, no other perſons being preſent, 
but Mr. and Mrs, Horton, and their 
daugbter: the day after, I applied to a 


genileman, an old acquaintance of my 
Father's, 
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father's, (and who had often profeſſed 
| himſelf to be my friend), to break the 
affair to him: he readily undertook the 
taſk, and in the moſt gentle, and prudent 
manner, acquainted him with it. Never 
was rage to equal my father's, when he 
heard 1 had married a woman of {mall 
fortune: all her amiable. qualities, were 
unthought of, though painted in the 
ſtrongeſt light, by our good friend, Mr. 
Barton: he ſwore he would never ſpeak 
to me, or acknowledge me as his ſon, 
and as I had thought fit to chuſe a wo- 
man (he was plealed to ſay), fo much 
my inferior, I muſt take the conſequen- 
ces: he deſired I would not put myſelf 
in his way, for it ſhould not avail me, - 
but if I came to his houſe, he did not 
know but in his paſſion, he might be the 
death of me, | 
This was the account brought us by 
Mr. Barton, who added, he was very 
lorry to be the bearer of ſuch unpleaſant 
news: but, continued he, as you have 
loit a father, I will ſupply his place, and 
while | live, you ſhall never want a friend 
and protector; and he truly kept his 
word, offering us his houſe as an aſylum, 
anc! 
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and defired we would confider it as our 
home; but this, Mr. and Mrs. Horton, 
would not ſuffer us to do, inſiſting, that 
we ſhould continue to live with them, as 
long as it was convenient, and agreeable 
to us. : | | | 
I now conſulted with my friends, about 
what would be the moſt proper way of 
life for me to enter upon; for! ſtil] re- 
tained my old averſion to the law, nor 
could I think of living in idleneſs, a bur- 
then to my friends: they adviſed me to 
lay out part of my wife's fortune, to buy 
a commiſſion in the army, as that way of 
life ſeemed beſt adapted to my inclina- 
tions. I took their advice, and pur- 
chaſed an Enſigncy in ' regiment : 
not long after this, ] had the misfortune 
to loſe my generous friend Mr. Barton, 
who died of the gout in his ſtomach, at 
the good old age of eighty ; his death 
was univerſally lamented, by the poorer 
Part of the neighbourhood, but by none 
More ſeverely, than my ſelf; nor was my 
grief at all abated, when I found he had 
left mea legacy of fifteen hundred pounds. 
1 now had with my pay, a ſmall inde- 


pendence, and was determined to be no 
longer 
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longer a burthen to Mr. Horton; and an 
order coming much about the ſame time, 
for me to join the regiment I belonged 
to, made me haſten our departure: I 
took a ſmall neat houle, in a retired 
country village, where a party of the 
regiment was "quartered, and where for 
the ſpace of a year and half, my La titia, 
and 1, taſted all the ſweets of conjugal 
felicity : during which time, we had our 
happineſs heightened, by the birth of a 
fon, and afterwards a daughter: fortune 
now ſeemed envious of our felicity, and 
began to be tired of favouring us, for 
not tlong after the birth of my ſweet girl, 
my little pratler, my dear Edward, was 
ſeized with a fever, which ſoon ſnatched 
him from us, in ſpite of all the medical 
aſſiſtance that could be procured. | 
This was a ſevere ſtroke, and to make 

| things {til} worſe, I received an order to 
join my regiment immediately: I ſhould 
have informed you, that it had embarked 
for America, ſome time ago, but I being 
a married man, had obtained leave to 
ſtay behind them, for ſix months: that 
ſpace was nearly expired, when I was 
ordered to go over 1n the next ſhip that 
| {failed 3 
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ſailed: my poor Letitia was ſo weak, it 
was impoſſible ſne could accompany me, 
without endangering her life; I was 
therefore obliged to ſet off, without her. 
1 have often thought there was ſome- 
_ thing prophetic in our parting, for ſhe 
clung round my neck, and in an agony 
of grief, begged me to take care of my- 
ſelf, for the ſake of our dear little girl, 
ſaying, ſhe was ſure, ſhe ſhould never 
live to ſee me again, I ſaid every thing, 


I could think of, to comfort her, though 


my own feelings were paſt all deſcrip- 

tion, at the idea, of leaving my poor girl, 

in ſuch an ill ſtate of health: how often 
did I turn my head, while the dear ha- 
bitation was ſtill in view, 


By the diminution of ſpace, 
« To a ſize no bigger than a gnat jz— 
« And then I tnrn'd mine eye, and wept.” 
And when at laſt an envious hill, hide it 
from my ſight, I felt as if my foul was 
winged away. 

A ſhip being ready to ſail on my arri- 
val at the port, I immediately went on 
board, and in due time, we reached 


America: 1 had the ſatisfaction of fre- 


quently 


o 
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quently hearing from my Letitia, that 

her health was mending, and that our 
little one, grew a fine child. I believe 
did not mention, that previous to my 
leaving England, I made an attempt to 
ſee my father, and ſo far ſucceeded, that 
by the contrivance of an old ſervant, 
who had lived many years in the family, 
| was introduced into the very room 
where he was fitting. I threw myſelf at 
his feet, and on my knees begged him 
to forgive me, and likewiſe to be a father 
to my wife, and child, during my ab— 
ſence, Nothing but the violent rage he 
was in, prevented his interrupting me, 
but when I had done ſpeaking, he with 
bitter execrations, ordered me to leave 
the houſe; in ſhort his behaviour, was 
like a diſtracted perſon's, At length, I 
became almoſt as much irritated as he 
was, and in the height of my paſſion, 
ſwore that. no power on earth, ſhould 
ever compel me to look on him as my 
father, that meet him where I would, I 
ſhould never acknowledge him as ſuch, 
and wiſhing he might live to ſeverely re. 
pent his ufage of me, I left the houſe, 

hut co return to America, 
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We had ſeveral ſkirmiſhes with the 
Indians, and ] had the good fortune to 
do ſome ſmall ſervices, which attracted 
the notice of the General, and I was pro- 
moted to the rank of Captain : (I ſhould 
have informed you, that I purchaſed a 
Lieutenancy, before I left England), 
but this gave me little ſatisfaction, as I 
at that time laboured under the greateſt 
uneaſineſs, having wrote repeatedly to 
England, bur received no anſwers. I at. 
firſt comforted mylelf, with the idea, 
that either my letters, or my wife's, or 
both, might have milcarried : but when 
a twelvemonth had nearly expired, with - 
out my hearing from my dear Letitia, I 
was almoſt in a ſtate of diſtraction: I 
knew not what to do, I had no correſ- 
pondent in England, but my wife, and 
I began to have my fears that ſhe no 
longer exiſted. 

At laſt I came to a reſolution, of wrt- 
ting to a Mr, Engliſh, a worthy man, 
the clergyman of the pariſh, where my 
Letitia lived. To this letter I received 
an anſwer, as ſoon as 1 could poſſibly 
expect it, Lut good heavens! how ſhall 
I attempt to deleribe my feelings, when 

1 opened 
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opened it, but I will tranſcribe the letter 
for your peruſal, having kept it by me 
eyer ſince. =” 659 


TO CAPTAIN CARLETON. 


SIR, ; | | 
I rxcxrvtD your's of the 20th 
inſtant, and cannot ſay but l was ſur- 
priſed to fee it ſigned George Carleton, 
as it had been reported, that you loſt 
your life in a ſkiriniſh, with the Indians: 
nay, I myſelf ſaw your name, in a liſt of 
the killed at that very time: I muſt own 
I am extremely ſorry, to communicate 
ſuch melancholy tidings, as I have to 
relate; but mult firit caution you, to 
arm yourſelf with all your fortitude, to 
bear up againſt this ſevere ſtroke, with 
which the Almighty has been pleaſed to 
afflict you: for 1 am to inform you, that 
your amiable lady, is numbered among 
the dead. She had long been in a de- 
Clining ſtate of health, when ſecing your 
ſuppoſed death in the paper, it proved 
too great a ſhock for her weak conſtitu- 
tion to ſupport; a delirious fever ſeized 
her, which carried her off in a few days; 

1 was 
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I was at that time, unfortunately from 
home, therefore all I am acquainted 
with, is from hearſay, I likewiſe learned, 
that your little daughter, and her maid, 
were fetched away by a lady, on the 
day of Mrs. Carleton's deceaſe; but who 
this lady is, I have not been able to find 
out, as the poor 1gnorant country peo- 
ple, had entirely forgot her name, if 
indeed, they ever heard it: but you will 
ſoon be able to diſcover who it was, as 
ſhe no doubt was an acquaintance of 
FOUr 3. - 
I look upon myſelf as unfortunate, to 
hams been out at that time, for had I 
been at home, 1 ſhould have been able, 
to give a much clearer account. 
I remain Sir, with ſincere wiſhes, for 
the return of your peace of mind, 
your obliged humble ſervant, 
WILLIAM ENGLISIH. 


1 MV ſenſations at this period, are eaſier 
to be imagined, than deſcribed: there- 
fore ] will not attempt it: I was ſeized 
with a violent fever, which preyed on 
me, for upwards of ſix weeks, during 
which time, I was repeatedly given —_ 

Bee y 
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by the medical people: but youth, and 
a good conſtitution, overcame it, when 
there was but little hope of my recovery; 
but though I regained my health, my 
happineſs 1 in this life was for ever gone. 
now tried to conſider, where it was 
poſſible for my little girl to be; I knew 
not of any lady that was in the leaſt 
likely to have taken her under her pro- 
tection ; Mr. and Mrs. Horton, our moſt 
intimate friends, had Jong fince been 
dead, and their daughter was married, 
and gone to refide with her huſband in 
the Weſt Indies; I did not know. any 
body elſe, that was intimately acquainted 
with my deareſt Letitia, as we had lived 
a very retired lite, and had hardly any 
viſitors ; I therefore determined to give 
up my commiſſion, and go immediately 
to England, and endeavour by the moſt 
diligent ſearch to find out my child. I 
applied to the Colonel for leave to fell 
out, but found him very averſe to it. 
Carleton, ſaid he, you are a young man, 
that is in great favour with the General, 
and it is not many days ſince he told me, 
he meant to promote you, as fait as 
poſſible; now you have often told me, 
you 


„55 
b 5: 2 r 72 
i kd 


— 


" 
—— ———_ 
2 TY - — — — ** R 
r , Is Re 2 — r * Dis tt" _ 2 = 
x . 5 * — I — N — 3 2 £ n 28 * r 8 * 
* * - — . = x * 2 = n _ : 2 a. © 8 — = 1 0 
S o ( EM Soft K ˙ We 45 
: N = TIER oy, OE it, > Dn” AS 
— old Beats 5 2 Lot \ © I ab+ + t ne . 
y 13 — . p - * 


* 
| — . hare WOW 
EIT LCA ——— — 


1 
= W oa. Agr; 


. — . =" _ 


n — 
r 


2” 


E 
enn = 3 
ES > + ES 


44 MAPLE VALE. 


you hve very little to depend on, be-. 
ſides your commiſſion, therefore I ſhould 
think you highly to blame, if you offered 
to fell out, when you ſee how favourably 
inclined every thing ſeems to be towards 
. you; but perhaps, continued he, you 
are in want of caſh, and if that is the 
reaſon, that induces you to part with 
your commiſſion, I have a couple of 
hundreds by me, which I will willingly 
lend you, and you ſhall pay me, when 
your circumſtances will allow you, for I 
promiſe upon my word and honor, never. 
to aſk you for it. 
I thanked my worthy friend, for lls 
generous offer, which ] declined accept- 
ing, but thought I could do no leſs than 
acquaint him, why I wiſhed to reſign, 
and as I had every reaſon to think him 
my friend, I did not ſcruple to do it. 
After hearing my melancholy tale, he 
condoled with me ix the kindeſt manner, 
and offered to procure me leave of ab- 
ſence for eight months, which time, he 
thought would be ſufficient to find out 
my little girl; and after placing her to 
my ſatisfaction, I might with calc, re- 
turn to the regiment, i 
1 at 
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2 at laſt yielded to his friendly argu- 
ments, and he in a very ſhort time, pro- 
cured me the defired permiſſion. I em- 
| barked for England, where I arrived in 
proper time, without any thing material 
happening in the voyage: but alas! 
what the nearer was I to finding what 
I ſo much delired? I knew not which 
way to go, I had no friend to apply to, 


to direct me, and was mylelt entirely 


ignorant of the; proper . meaſures to be 
purtued: Jat laſt reſolved to go to the 
village, where J had left my wife; and 
when came there, the firſt thing I did, 
was to pay a viſit to Mr. Englith, who I 
begged, would give me all the intelli— 


gence concerning my Letitia, he poſſibly 


could, 

Indeed Sir, replied he, I have very lit- 
tle more to communicate now, than when 
I did myſelf the honour of writing to 
you, although | have been indefatigable, 
in my enquiries, of every perſon, that 
was in the leaſt I:kely to know any thing 


about it, but cannot gain any informa- 


tion, that is in the lealt ſatisfactory: 
there is one old woman, added he, who 
lays, the maid came to her juit before ſhe 
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ſet out, and told her, ſhe was going over 
the ſon: and into ſtrange countries, with 
che lady who ſaid ſhe would take care of 


little Miſs. 
I begged Mr. Engliſh to go with 


me, to this woman, which he readily 


did, but ſhe had nothing more to ſay, 
than what {he had before told Mr. Eng- 
liſh. I returned to the vicarage, in a 


a ſtate, little ſhort of diſtraction; my 
worthy friend adviſed me, to put adver- 


tiſements 1nto all the papers, mentioning 
the time, and place, where the child had 
been taken from, and offering a conſi- 


derable reward, to apy perſon that would 


give intelligence of her. I thought this 


was the belt plan ! could purſue; there- 


fore after ſpending ſome hours, in weep- 
ing over the tomb of my beloved Leti- 
tia, 1 repaired to London, where I put 
advertiſements into every paper then 
printed, and after waiting two months, 


and not hearing a ſyllable about my 
child, I determined to go back to Ame- 


rica, by the way of France, hoping to 
hear ſomething of her in my journey, by 
what the old woman had ſaid: but here, 


I was again difappointed, for after mak- 
ing 
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ing the ſtricteſt enquiries, I could not 
learn any thing, that in the leaſt cor- 
reſponded with my unhappy tale: I 
therefore purſued my journey, and once 
more joined my regiment in America. 

The firſt thing I did, was to pay a 
viſit to the Colonel, and tell him the ill 
ſucceſs I had met with: he kindly con- 
doled with me, and adviſed me by all 
means to go into company, and as much 
as poſſible to keep myſelf from thinking. 
] endeavoured for ſome time to follow 
his counſel, but at laſt, I began to be 
tired of the diffipated life IT led, and he- 
came quite a recluſe, ſeldom leavin 
home, except when my duty obliged me 
to it. 

I led this miſerable life for the ſpace 
of fix years, at the end of that time, the 
regiment was ordered to embark for 
England, where after a molt tedious, 
and boiſterous paſſage, we at length ar- 
rived. - Myſelf, and ſeveral others, went 
to London, and I enquired if there ever 
had been any anſwer, to the advertiſe- 
ments I had put in the papers; I was 


told there never had been any: I there- 
fore 
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fore had them again repeated, but with- 
out effect. 

J wiſhed much, to enquire about my 
ſiſter, but as I had neither friend, or re- 
lation, that I recollected, I knew not 
who to apply to, for I had determined 
never to enter my father's doors again, 

One day, as I was walking in a very 
melancholy mood acroſs the Park, I ob- 
ſerved a gentleman paſs me very often, 
and conſtantly look at me, in the moit 
ſcrutinizing manner: at laſt, when he 
perceived I took notice of it, he came 
up to me, and with many bows, and 
ſome apologies, requeſted to know, it 
my name was not Carleton, or rather 
Harcourt. I replied in the affirmative, 
having heard my father had taken the 
name of Harcourt, ſome time betore. 

I am happy to have found you, an- 
ſwered he, for I wrote to a gentleman in 
your regiment, almoſt immediately on 
your landing, to enquire after you, and 
was informed, you was in London, but 
have never had an opportunity of lecing 
you, till to-day ; I think, added he, you 
muſt remember a Mr. Martin, who uſed 
to be ſometimes at your father's, I am 
| # b of 
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ks; and your ſiſter is now at my houſe: 


you have without doubt heard of the 
death of your father, who. has left every 
thing to you, (five thouſand pounds ex- 
cepted, to your fiſter), as an atonement 
for his former unkindneſs, and has ap- 
pointed me his executor. | 
Mr. Martin, then gave me a preſſing 
invitation to go to his houſe, where 
every thing was prepared for my recep- 
tion : but I excuſed myſelf, on the plea 
of not having mourning, but in reality, 
to indulge my grief, for my father's laſt 
generous act, in forgiving, and leaving 
me his fortune, cancelled all his paſt un- 
kindneſs. _ 5 
I wrote immediately to my ſiſter, and 
gave her my reaſons for not coming to 
lee her: but promiſed in a day, or two, 
to do myſelf that pleaſure; but how was 
[ diſappointed when I ſaw her, for in- 
ſtead of the woman of ſenſe, I expected 
to find, I obſerved ſhe was ignorant, ill- 
natured, conceited, and vain, and moſt 
paſſionately fond of admiration. But to 
return to my own affairs. 
On looking over my father's papers, 
found myſelf in poſſeſſion of more than 
Vor. III. D four 
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four thouſand a year, beſides a large ſum 


of money in the ſtocks, out of which, I 


added ten thouſand pounds to my ſiſter's 


fortune, as I thought it much too ſmall. 


in compariſon of mine. 


Soon after I had ſettled all theſe things, 
I was ſummoned to attend my worthy 
friend the Colonel, at Bath, who was 
there for the recovery of his health; but 
alas ! poor man, he never got the better 
of his indiſpoſition, for after lingering 
ſome weeks, he died, and left me « 


conſiderable addition, to my fortune; 


his death was a great ſhock to me, and 
it was ſome years before I entirely got 
the better of it. 

After ſeeing the remains of my dear 
friend interred, I ſet off for Cheſter, 
where the regiment was quartered, but 
I found it ſo very dull, without the ſo- 
ciety of my regretted friend, that 1 
quitted the army, immediately after I 
got the Majority, and then bent my 
courſe to London, that I might have 
my ſiſter with me, and that ſhe ſhould. 
be agreeably ſettled. I hired commo- 
dious apartments for her, and myſelf, in 


Dover-{treet, and by dedicating moſt of 
5 my 
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my time to her, and pointing out her 
errors, I had hoped to render her an 
agreeable member of ſociety : but after 
teizing both her, and myſelf, I found 
her incapable of attending to any thing 
more, than the new pattern of a cap, or 
gown, or ſome ſuch trivial employment: 
therefore gave up all thoughts of mak- 
ing her a pleaſant companion, and I let 
her act, juſt as ſhe thought fit; but I 
muſt confeſs, that I am ſometimes ſo 
irritated at her folly, that I cannot help 
ſpeaking to her in very Harſh terms, and 
really the compariſon I ſometimes make, 
between my beloved Letitia, and my 
filter, contribute not a little to four my 
temper. 8 
became acquainted with your ex- 
cellent father, four years ago, at Bath, 
and we were ſo well pleaſed with each 
other, that I have promiſed to viſit him 
often, which promiſe I have punctually 
kept, and the engaging converſation, 
and agreeable ſprightlineſs, of his daugh- 
ter, will make me intrude myſelf much 
 oftener than uſual. 
I bave now, my dear Miſs Fancourt, 
(this hiſtory was written before her mar- 
D 2 riage) 
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Triage) eib with your deſire, and 
have acquainted you, with the melan- 
choly hiſtory, of my paſt life; I have 
now given over all thoughts, of ever 
finding my dear Selina; but if ever I 
ſhould be ſo happy as to find her, I 
hope the ſtricteſt friendſhip will ſubſiſt 
between you and her for life. Young 
as you are, my dear Maria, I perceive 


you are not quite at eaſe ; allow me there- 


tore to partake 1n your ſorrow : I may 


perhaps have it in my power to reſtore 


your tranquility; if I have, I beg you 
will not ſpare me, but ſhew. the regard 
you have often flattered me with, by 
permitting me to be of ſervice to you. 


Your ſincere friend, 
| GEORGE HARCOURT, 


L E T. 
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LETTER LXIX, 


Mas. BEVERLEY 


To 


LADY CAROLINE SEYMOUR, 


| Maitland Plact; | 


MY DEAR LADY CAROLINE, 


I nave juſt time to acknowledge 


the receipt of your letter, and to offer 
my condolence, on the death of the 


Duke of N I am ſorry his brother 
takes it ſo much to heart, but hope the 
enlivening converſation of my Caroline, 
will, if not wholly eradicate, at leaſt 
abate his grief: Beverley in mentioning 
bim awhile ago, gave him the appella- 


tion, of Lord Frederick Villers, without h 


conſidering, that by the deceaſe of his 
brother, he became Duke of N 
hope ſoon to have the pleaſure of greet- 
ing you, by the title of his Ducheſs, and 
Bever ley deſires me to tell you, that till 
you have changed your name, he will 
not ſuffer me o pay the promiſed viſit, 

23 | and 
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and I; like an obedient wife, have vowed 
to obey him entirely in this affair. | 
Our viſitors leave us to-day, and we 
| have promiſed to ſpend a few weeks 
with them; my father likewiſe will be 
of the party. You have I ſuppoſe by 
this time, read Major Harcourt's little 
narrative, he has been very unfortunate, 
but J hope the fight of his daughter, 
will in ſome meaſure, compenſate tor it. 
Mr. Beverley, having occaſion to go 
to London ſome time ago, for a couple 
of days, I went with him, but as our 
{tay was to be ſo ſhort, we did not let 
any of our friends know it ; on the ſecond 
day of our being there, hearing there 
was a maſquerade in the evening, I had 
a great defire to go; and accordingly, 
both Beverley and I went; he in a 
domino, 1, as a fortune teller, and hap- 
pening by chance to meet my brother, 
who 1 knew by his voice, I aſked him to 
let me tell his fortune. He readily con- 
ſented, and I to give him a proof of 
my knowledge, in fortune telling, gave 
him an account of ſeveral circumſtances, 
relative to the lady, he is going to be 
married to, which I could perceive, "wy 
1 muc 
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much ſurpriſed him; I then joined Be- 
verley, and we ſoon after returned home, 
laughing very heartily, at Harry's aſto- 
niſhment, at my knowledge of his affairs. 

Harper is cone to tell me, that Colo- 
nel, and M's. Britain, and Mr. Beverley, 
are waiting for me, which will I know 
be a ſufficient apology for my {ending ſo 
ſhort an epiſtle. : pe” 

Tour affectionate friend, 


MARIA BEVERLEY. 


LETTER a0 


MISS SIDNEY 
TO 


Mas. SEDLEY 


Q | | Spring Farm. 
H my Laura, to what am I doomed ? 
will you {till permit me to addreſs you, 
by the endearing name of friend ; I, who 
am an outcaſt, and branded with the ap- 
D4 pellatien 
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pellation of thief: nay, ſtart not Laura, 
tor it is really ſo, I have been diſcarded 
from Lady Mary Winterford's, for a 
theft: but you will require a regular de- 
tail of circumſtances, and you ſhall have 
it, as well as the diſtracted ſtate of my 
mind, will permit. 
I had obſerved a great don, f in 
Lady Mary's behaviour to me, for ſeve- 
ral days; for if I attempted to ſpeak, ſhe 
either gave me a very croſs anſwer, or 
none at all : we exiſted, (for 1 cannot 
call it living), in this uncomfortable 
way for ſome time, when one morning, 
I was ſent for into Lady Mary's drefling 
room, where was only Lady Harriet 
Aubrey, and herſelf : ſhe looked at me 
for ſome minutes very ſternly, at length, 
ſhe ſaid— Ellen, you have been accuſed 
of the treble crimes, of meanneſs, ingra- 
titude, and theft: the two former 1 
could overlook, but the latter is a crime. 
of the blackeſt die, and without you can 
entirely clear yourſelf of this imputation, 
we mult part, for ] cannot on any ac- 
count keep a perſon about me, who is 
the leaſt that way inclined ; J have, con- 


tinued ſhe, loſt my beft diamond pin, 
and 
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and likewiſe a pair of carings, and I have 
great reaſon to think they are in your 
poſſeſhon. 

It is impoſſible my dear Laura, to 
give you any idea of my ſenſation, at 
this period: L. was abſolutely ſtruck 
dumb for ſome minutes, then burſting 
into tears, I exclaimed, good heavens! 
my lady, who is it that could fo cruelly 
accuſe me; I aſſure you by every thing 
ſacred, that 1 am innocent. 

She heſitated, and ſeemed willing to 
believe me: ſhe ſaid, well Ellen, I hope 
for your own fake, you are not guilty of 
ſo heinous an offence. _ 

Indeed my lady I am not guilty, was 
all I could ſay, for my tears almoſt pre- 1 
vented me from ſpeaking. * 
Lady Harriet Aubrey, then faid, I 
really think Lady Mary, ſhe muſt be 
wrongly accuſed, but for both your ſakes, 
ſuppoſe you was to have her drawers 
ſearched, if ſhe is innocent, ſhe can have 
no objection to this, and if guilty, you 
will diſcover it. 

I thanked Lady Harriet, for ſpeaking 
fo kindly for me, and immediately gave 
my keys to Lady Mary, who with Lady 

Ds Harrict, 
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Harriet, Mrs. Ellis, and your poor friend, 
aſcended to my apattment ; Mrs. Ellis 
was ordered to inſpect my drawers, with 
the utmoſt exactneſs; ſhe had turned 
over the contents of two, without find- 
ing the ſtolen goods ; ſhe now began to 
look over the third, but good "God ! 
what words can paint my feelings, when 
on removing ſome linen, the very things 
that were miſſing, were diſcovered. 

Well, exclaimed Lady Harrier, I 
could never have beleved this, had I 
not ſeen 1t. 

Oh the ungrateful 3 cried Lady 
Mary, I thought what all her charitable 
deeds would come to : but you are now 
found ont Miſs, and I order you to quit 
my houſe in two hours time, unleſs you 
chuſe to be taken hence by a conſtable, 

I could only cry, indeed, indeed, I 
am not the wretch you think me: when 
overcome by the painful ſenſations 1 
felt, I fainted; how long I continued in 
this enviable ate of inſenſibility, I know 
not, but when I recovered, I found every 
one had left me but the houſemaid, who 
told me in as kind a manner as ſhe could, 


that Lady Mary had ordered her to help 


me 
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me to pack up my cloaths, and to look 
that I took no more than belonged to. 
me. . 

Think my Laura, to be told this, by a 
common ſervant: well, when all was 
finiſhed, I diſpatched my aſſiſtant, to 
beg Lady Mary, would allow me to. 
ſpeak to her before I went. But this was 
denied me, and ſhe ſent Mrs. Ellis to. 
defire me not to trotible:-her, with any 
meſſages, but to make haſte to leave her 


houſe, for ſhe could not think herſelf 


ſafe, while ſuch a wicked creature, re- 
mained under the ſame roof with her. 


Mrs. Ellis then paid me what was due 


to me : a coach was called, and with a 
heavy heart, I put what belonged to me 
in it, and bid the man drive to the houſe: 
my mother lives in: ſhe very fortunately 
was from home, which gave me a little 
tine to compole myſelf before 1 ſaw her; 


but notwithſtanding, ſhe did not fail to. 


enquire the cauſe, of the alteration in 
my countenance, and why I appeared ſo 
agitated. I could not for ſome time an- 
{wer her, on account of my tears, but 


at length related the cruel treatment 1 


had met with, and that I was no more 
to. 
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to return to Lady Mary Winterford's ; 
when I had concluded, my good mo- 
ther endeavoured to conſole me in the 
beſt manner ſhe poſſibly could. My 
dear girl, ſaid ſhe, be more compoſed, 
and do not let the misfortunes of this 
life, affect you ſo violently : you have 
indeed met with a great, and unmerited 
dliſgrace, but at the ſame time, you have 
the ſtrongeſt reaſons to be comforted, as 
you are conſcious of your own inno- 
cence, and be aſſured, this trick was 
invented by ſome of Lady Mary's do- 
meſtics, to get you out of her good 
graces, ſuppoling you poſſeſſed too large 
a ſhare of her eſteem: but there may 
come a time, when you may be able 
to prove how unjuſtly you have been 
accuſed, and you ought to be very thank- 
ful to Providence, that Lady Mary con- 
tented herſelf, by ordering you to quit 
the houſe only, for many in her place, 
would have acted leſs kindly by you. 
This affair you may eaſily ſuppoſe, 
took up all our thoughts for that day, 
but afterwards, we began to talk over 
the expence of living in London, and 


as we had now no tie, to make us wiſh 
| to 


MAPLE VALE  _. 6. 4 


to continue there, I perſuaded my mo- 
ther, to retire to ſome pleaſant little vik 
lage, or town, near the metropolis; ſhe 

readily conſented, and we came to a 
reſolution of leaving London imme- 
diately, taking all our effects with us: 

accordingly next day we took two places 
in the ſtage coach, for M, a ſmall 
town, about twenty miles from London; 
we arrived there perfectly ſafe, and on 

enquiring at the inn, where the coach 
ſtopped, if we could get any lodgings, 
at a ſhort diſtance from the town, we 
were recommended to thoſe we now 
have, in a very neat pleaſant farm houſe, 
ſomething leſs than a mile from M ; 
we are fituated as comfortably as we 
could poſtibly expect, and I ſhall die 
happy, in the idea of leaving my good 
mother, to the care of ſuch worthy peo- 
ple: for 1 feel mylelf haſtening with 
| quick ſteps, towards my grave; *tis not 
in nature to bear up againſt ſuch re- 
peated misfortunes; you my Laura, will 
hope in a great meaſure ſupply my 
place, to my poor mother; endeavour 
to ſooth her ſorrow, and oh! my friend, 
if it 1s not too great a favour, let me 
beg 
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| op of you to try to reconcile Sir George 
Sidney to my mother; he is prepoſſeſſed 
againſt her, without knowing why; but 
perhaps ſhe will not long outlive her 
Ellen; I almoſt wiſh ſhe may not, for 1 
well know the grief ſhe will be 1n, for 
my loſs will be too much for her, who 
is already preſſed by the hard hand of 
ſorrow. But I fear my Laura, I ſhall 
make you melancholy if I go on in this 
manner : ſuffer me my friend, to beg 
your acceptance of a legacy, a legacy, 
of the moſt ſacred nature : will you my 
Laura, take the care of my little Louiſa 
Stanhope ? dear little innocent; ſhe be- 
gins to know every one about her, and 
is the ſweeteſt tempered child I ever 
met with; and I think my dear friend, 
ou will rather find it a pleaſing taſk, 
than otherwiſe, to ſuperintend her edu- 
cation: and oh! my Laura, caution her 
in time, not to think of marrying with- 
out the approbation of her friends, that 
ſhe may not, like her unhappy mother, 
die of a broken heart, forſaken by her 
relations, and in poverty. 
I have nothing more to add my dear 


Laura, but that it would give me the 
greateſt 
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greateſt pleaſure, I am now capable of 
receiving, to fee you: but alas! 1 fear 
that will hardly be poſſible, for I feel 
myſelf ſo weak, I can with the greateſt 
difficulty, manage to walk up ftairs: my 
poor mother hardly ever leaves me, but 
fits whole hours looking at me, with the 
tears running down her cheeks : ſhe ſent 
yeſterday for an apothecary from M 0 
he ſhook his head, and recommended a 
Journey to the Hot Wells, but firſt, he 
wilhed me to try aſſes milk: I have pro 
miſed to comply, and wiſh more for my 
mother's ſake, than my own, it may ſuc- 
ceed. | | . 
Little Louiſa is here with us: the ſer- 
vant we have, is very willing to attend 
her, and appears to be very fond of her. 


— — : ĩ———— 


J was ſeized with ſuch a faintneſs, I 
was under the neceſſity of laying down 
my pen, but now being ſomething bet- 
ter, I will try to conclude this tedious 
epiſtle. | 

You my Laura, are perhaps ſurpriſed, 
at not having heard from me very 
lately, but J flatter mytelt I ſhall be for- 


glven, 
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given, when 1 tell you, that I have been 

near a fortnight, writing this letter, not 

being able to write more than a few lines 

at a time, but I muſt haſten to finiſh it, 
for perhaps this is the laſt time I ſhall 

ever be able: yet through divine mercy, 
I hope my exit will prove to me what is 
expreſſed in the following words: 
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Once more, my dear friend, adieu! 


that you may enjoy every bleſſing, ; is the 
laſt wiſh, of 


© your ſincere and affectionate friend, 
5 ELLEN SIDNEY, 
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LETTER IXXbI. 


Mas. SIDNEY 
To . 


Mas. HAMMOND. 


0 | | Spring Farm. 
H! my dear Mrs. Hammond, when 
will my afflictions ceaſe? am | ever to 
be the ſport of fortune? a ſhort time 
ſince I thought myſelf as happy as IL 
could reaſonadly expect to be, but now 
alas! I fear happineſs has fled me for 
ever. | | 
You will doubtleſs, my friend, be 
ſurpriſed to hear, that Lady Mary Win- 
terford has parted with Ellen; parted 
with her, on a ſuſpicion for theft: and 
indeed appearances were very ſtrong a- 
gainſt her, for the ſtolen goods, were 
found in a drawer. belonging to Ellen; 
how they came there, God only knows, 
but without doubt they were placed 
there to anſwer ſome end. As ſoon as 
the things were found, Ellen of courſe 
was diſmiſſed the houſe : the dear girl 
3 | came 
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| | 0 
came to me, and as well as her tears 


would permit, related the whole affair. 

. You muſt be ſenſible, I was very 
much ſhocked, but nevertheleſs, I en- 
deavoured to comfort her, by affuring 
her, I had not a doubt of her innocence: 


I then perſuaded her to live entirely 


with me, and not think of looking out 


for another place, (for I am ſure a com- 


panion to a woman of quality, undergoes 
more real fatigue, than a domeſtic of the 
loweſt order). She readily conſented, 
and, in a few days after, we left Lon- 
don (taking with us, Ellen's little ward, 
Louiſa Stanhope), and have taken lodg- 


ings in a farm houſe, only one mile from 


the pleaſant town of M=——, Ellen has 
been for ſome time paſt, in a declining 
ſtate of health, I therefore flattered my- 
ſelf, change of air might be ſerviceable 


to her, but alas! I begin to fear ſhe is 


paſt all hopes of recovery; God grant 1 


may be miſtaken. 


On our arrival here, I ſent for the beſt 
advice the town afforded : aſſes milk was 
preſcribed, but finding that did not ſuc- 
ceed, I have been ordered to take her 
to the Hot Wells, Briſtol, which 1 = | 

| ten 
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tend doing, though I am almoſt afraid, 
ſhe will not be able to bear the motion 
of the carriage, for ſhe is ſo very weak, 
that in endeavouring to walk from one 
room to another, cauſes her to faint; 
| ſhe has not the leaſt appetite, but yet 
ſtrives to eat, becauſe ſhe perceives I 
wiſh it: but the effort is vain, for, for 

thele ten days paſt, ſome milk, and a 
| ſmall biſcuit, has been the only nouriſn- 
ment ſhe has taken; ſhe is perfectly re- 
ſigned, and endeavours to chear me with 
the hope of our ſoon meeting in heaven. 
I fit by her and weep, what elſe can I 
do? my grief renders me incapable of 
anſwering her, When firſt we came 
here, ſhe employed herſelf in writing a 
long letter to her friend Mrs. Sedley, 
which engaged her near a fortnight, her 
extreme weakneſs not allowing her, to 
write more than a very few lines at a 
time: indeed as ſhe was concluding it, 
ſhe fainted, and remained ſo long in a 
ſtate of inſenſibility, that I was fearful ſhe 
would no more recover, 

I am much obliged to my dear Mrs. 
Hammond, for the offer of her ſervices, 
but aſſure my good friend, that 1 am 
not 


e 
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not at preſent in want of caſh, as Þ 
have parted: with a few ſuperfluous tri- 
fles, which has brought me more money 
than I think I ſhall want for our journey, 
and during the time we ſtay at the wells, 
whither we intend bending our courſe 
to-morrow, provided my dear girl con- 
tinues the fame: ſhe is now on the bed, 
which gives me an opportunity of writing 
to my dear Mrs. Hammond. 

We take one attendant with us, who 
was recommended by the people we 
lodge with :. little Louiſa is likewiſe to 
go with us; Ellen wiſhed it, which is a 
ſufficient reaſon for my taking her. 
have not yet ſettled how we go, but 
there is time enough for that, for I do 
not think we ſhall be able ta travel more 
than ten miles a day: which J hope will 
wt prove too fatiguing. for my poor dear. 

ir 

; I. ſhall write the. firſt- opportunity 5 
have, after our arrival there, and hope 
to ſend you a more favourable account 
of my Ellen's health; ſhe calls to me, to 
beg I will ſend her compliments, and 


belt wiſhes, to you, and all your me 
thy 
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thy family, in which I beg leave to join, 
and am, my dear Mrs. Hammond, 
e Your's ever, 


CHARLOTTE SIDNEY, 


LETTER LXXII. 


FROM THE SAME. 


| | 1 Hot Wells. 
I WAS prevented my worthy friend, 
from writing to you immediately on 
our arrival here, by Ellen's encreaſing 
indiſpoſition, which you may ſuppoſe 
alarmed me extremely; I fent for a 
phyſician, who gives me {ome hopes of 
her: he ſays ſhe is not in ſo dangerous 
a way, as I imagined, approves much of 
my bringing her here, and recommends 
an airing in the downs, every day that's 
tine, and by all means, to keep her con- 
ſtantly amuſed, as he ſeemed to hint, 

her 
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her illneſs proceeded more from uneaſi- 
neſs of mind, than any other cauſe. 
During the firſt week we were here, I 
was obliged to have ſome of the water 
brought from the Wells, to our houſe 
every morning for her to drink: but 
yeſterday by Dr. Is deſire, I pre- 
vailed on her to go to the pump room, 
in a chair, which ſhe did, but was ſo 
exccedingly fatigued by the motion of 
it, that I repented having propoſed it; 
but however as Doctor I. begs ſhe 
will go there every morning, I did not 
ſeem to take any notice of it. 
Belonging to the houſe we lodge in, 
is a very good garden, which we have 
the liberty of walking in whenever we 
pleaſe, the people of the houſe have 
procured a garden chair, which goes on 
wheels, and Ellen is to ride about in it, 
as frequently as her ſtrength, and the 


weather will permit. 


I ſhould apologize, for not ſooner 
mentioning the recept of your laſt letter, 
but hope I have your pardon: I am 
happy to hear you enjoy ſuch a good 
ſtate of health, and am very glad, you 
have met with ſuch an agreeable ac- 

| quaintance, 
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quaintance, as Lady Neville: her Lord 
and my Sidney, were very good friends, 
though not equally unfortunate: they 
both married without the approbation of 
their relations, but Lord Neville's fa- 
ther, at length acted very nobly, for 
when his ſon was dying, he came to ſee 
him, forgave him, and promiſed (ass. 
the only recompence he could then 
make), to ſupply his place, in being a 
father to I ady Neville, and her children; 
which to do him juſtice he has ever been, 
allowing her Ladyſhip a very handſome 
ſettlement, and taking the whole family 
to live with him, and at his death, a 
ſhort time ſince, left each of his grand- 
daughters twenty thouſand pounds; the . i 
ſame to Lady Neville, and the eſtate of 
courſe to her ſon, the preſent Lord, a {| 
very accompliſhed young man, who is 
now on his travels, but is ſoon expected 
'- [0 Feturn.. © | 
Il was much ſhocked a few days ago, 
on taking up an old newſpaper, to read 
the death of Mr. Sidney, only {on of 
Sir George Sidney: 1 am very forry for 
him, for I know how to feel for a pa- 
rent, who loſes an only fon: ſhould this 

| account 
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account prove true, and moſt likely it is, 


„„ MAPLE VALE, 


it may be the means of reconciling us: 
it would give. me great pleaſure, to be 
on friendly terms with Sir George, but 
it is impoſſible for me, to make the firſt 
overtures: if my dear Ellen lives, and 
ſomething whiſpers me the will, ſhe is 
the neareſt relation he has, but I muſt 
not be too ſanguine in my expectations. 

My dear girl joins me, in beſt wiſhes 
to yourſelf, and family, and I am, my 
dear Mrs. Hammond, 

your fincere friend, 
CHARLOTTE SIDNEY, 


LETTER LAX. 


LORD SUMMERS 
TO 
EDWARD SE DLE v, Es. 


| New Bond ſtreet. 
1 HAVE ſo many things to tell you 
Sedley, that I hardly know where to be- 
| gin. 
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gin. J have been moſt cruelly deceived, 
and have diſcovered ſuch a deep laid 
plot, as will amaze you: I could ſcarcely 
have believed it myſelf, had I not ſeen 
it in writing, but you ſhall hear. 

You well know, how I have tried to 
overcome, what I thought an unfortu- 
nate attachment ; you likewife know how 
vain it was, for notwithſtanding my ut- 

moſt endeavours, the dear image of the 
lovely Ellen, was ever preſent to my 
tortured imagination. | 

I have of late, paid more than uſual 
attention to Lady Harriet Aubrey, for I 
really thought her a very amiable wo- 
man, and as there was a faint reſem- 
blance, between her Ladyſhip and Miſs 
Sidney, I was glad to be in her com- 
pany, as often as poſſible: you will not 
1 hope, accuſe me of vanity, when TI 
tell you, ſhe had from a child, always 
ſhewn a partiality for me, (her uncle's 
propoſing her to my father as a wife for 
me, makes it evident, it would not have 
been at all diſagreeable to her, though I 
had every reaſon to think, till now, that 
ſhe knew nothing of the affair, as Sir 
Philip Jay defired it might not be men- 

Vor. III. E. tioned 
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tioned to his niece, or any one elſe), 
and having ſpent more of my time with 
her, than uſual, I thought we might 
live very happily together: I therefore 
went to call on her the other morning, 
with an intention of promoting our inti- 
macy. I found the writing apparatus be- 
fore her, and of courſe offered to retire, 
till ſhe had finiſhed. 

No my Lord, replied ſhe, with a 
look of the utmoſt embarraſſment, I beg 
vou will not, for 1 have finiſhed my let- 
ter an hour ago, but I forgot to have 

the paper, and ſtandiſh removed. 

After ſome time ſpent in chat, (dur- 
ing which her embarraſſment gradually 
wore away), I propoſed, as it was a fine 
morning, to take a turn in the Park ; ihe 
aſſented, and left the room to give ſome 
orders to her woman, ſaying ſhe would 
return in a few minutes. She had no 
ſooner ſhut the door after her, than a 
little monkey, which ſhe is very fond ot, 
began ſcratching at the cover of a chair, 
and preſently drew from under it, a ſhect 
of paper, more than half covered with 
writing, held it in his paws, as if reading 


it, and after making a number of gri- 


maces, was going to tear it in pieces, had 
J not prevented him, by ſnatching it 
away. I was going to replace it, when 
the names of Lord Summers, and Ellen 
Sidney, ſtruck my eyes; my curioſity 
was on the ſtretch, and though but a 
few minutes before; 1 ſhould have ſhrunk 
at the idea of reading another perſon's 
letter, yet I could not avoid Jooking 
over the contents of this: it was a letter 
from Lady Harriet, to her friend Mis 
Waldgrave, (finding it accounts for her 
confuſion, as I ſuppole ſhe was writing 
it when my name was announced, and 
as I was cloſe at the ſervant's heels, ſhe 
had hardly time to hide it,) I have taken 
the trouble to copy it for your peruſal. 


TO THE HON MISS WALDGRAVE. 


MY DEAR SOPHIA, 


Lar aſide your gravity for a few 
minutes, and rejoice with me that all 
my ſchemes are ſucceſsfully concluded. 

have effected an everlaſting breach, 
between Lord Summers and Ellen Sid- 
ney; and ] verily believe, he thinks her 
the vileſt of her ſex : how mortifying to 
0 L 2 a woman 
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a woman of my ſpirit, to be lighted for 
an inſignificant girl like her; but I have 
done for her in more ways than one: I 
have ſucceeded in prevailing on Lady 
Mary Winterford to part with her, for 
her. Ladyſhip having loſt a diamond pin, 
and ſome other things of value, I hinted 
to her, that perhaps Miſs Sidney might 
have them, (and in fact ſhe had, for 1 
had placed 'them in her drawers a few 
days before). I am almoſt aſhamed to 
own, even to you, that when Lady Mary 
_ taxed her with ſtealing what ſhe had loſt, 
1 felt ſome ſparks of compaſſion for her, 
but when J called to mind ſhe was my 
rival, pity gave way to rage, and I re- 
ſolved ſhe ſhould ſuffer for it. 
When I ſaw the diſtreſſed, and almoſt 
dead - countenance, of the girl, ſome- 
thing like remorſe darted acroſs my bo- 
ſom: but. I was determined, as 1 had 
began, likewiſe to finiſh. 4 
Alfter having inthe moſt ſolemn man- 
ner, declared her innocence, as a further 
proof, ſhe gave Lady Mary her keys, and 
begged her drawers might be looked 
over. Lady Mary was going to de- 
cline her offer, being ſatisfied of her 
| EE innocence, 


_ 
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innocence, but as that did not agree 
with my plan, I ſaid, ſuppoſe your Lady- 
ſhip was to look over Miſs Sidney's 
drawers, it will be the means of proving 
her innocence, and ſatisfying yourlſelt. 

So ſaving, I opened the door for 
Lady Mary, who led the way up ſtairs, 
the whole group following : Mrs. Ellis 
looked in every place likely to contain 
what we came in ſearch of, withcut ef- 
fect, there was yet one place to be opencd, 
and in that they were found. | 

It would be impoſſible to deſcribe the 
agony the girl was in, which, added to 
Lady Mary's reproaches, occaſioned her 
to faint away: we then hurried down 
ſtairs, and all the way 1 faid every 
thing I could think of, about her per- 
lidy, ingratitude, &c. to incenſe Lady 
Mary full more againſt her: which at 
length -I did ſo effectually, that orders 
were given for her to leave the houſe 
immediately, and I am ſure it will not 
be in her power to get into any other 
tamily, as both Lady Mary and myſelf 
will ſpread her behaviour pretty much 
abroad ; I ſuppoſe ſhe will then be glad 
to live with any body, if fo Brenville 


 & 1 * 
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may have her in time on his own terms: 
he has certainly been very uſeful to me, 
and played his part admirably, though 
he has often told me, he believed Ellen 
Sidney, was one of the beſt girls exiſt- 
ing, for he could perceive the freedom 
of his behaviour was extremely diſagree- 
ble to her, and nothing but the fear of 
offending Lady Mary, could make her 
endure it ſo long. 
Would you ſuppoſe, the fellow has 
the aſſurance to be very importunate 
with me for money : although I have 
made him ſeveral handſome preſents, 
yet he does not think himſelf well paid, 
and threatens unleſs I ſupply him with 
larger ſums, (which he conſtantly loſes 
at the gaming table), to reveal all our 
iniquitous tranſactions, (as he calls them), 
to Lord Summers : ſo you ſee Sophy, 1 
muſt humour him till I am married, and 
if I may judge by my Lord's looks, 1 
think it will not be long ere he makes 
ſome propoſals ; not that I have the leaſt 
affection for Lord Summers, no, what 
J once had, has long fince turned to 
rage, and when I am his wife, I ſhall 


take care to make him know it I pro- 
miſe, 
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miſe him, he hall not be ſpoiled by too 
much indulgence. 

I ſhould like to have ſeen his face, 
when he received the anſwer to the letter, 
he gave me at the maſquerade: how it 
muſt ſhock him, to find his once beloved 
Ellen, ſo loſt to virtue; Lord help him 
poor ſoul, he little thought it was to me 
he gave kis curious epiitle, or that my 
woman wrote the anſwer; Mils too, 
thought I conterred a laſting obligation 
on her, by going to the maſquerade in 
her place. | 

Now Sophy tell me, if I have not a 
molt excellent headpiece, thus to de- 
ceive them both. —Hark—]1 think 1 hear 
Lord Summers coming up ſtairs: I. 

nult ide this, and will conclude it the” 
tit SPP | Bave, 4 CY 


— — — — — _ ———_—— 


Well Sedley, could you have ſap- 
poſed any woman could act with ſuch 
duplicity, for my part, 1 was ſtruck 
dumb with amazement, but when I had 
a little recollected mytelt, ] put the let- 
terin my pocket, and walked out of the 
nouſe, telling one of the ſervants, to 
E. 4 let 
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let Lady Harriet know, I had ſome 
buſineſs, which required my immediate 
attendance. | 

By great good luck, I happened to 
know where Captain Brenville lodged, 
and went there directly: I found him at 
home, he changed colour at my en- 
trance, and did not ſeem much pleaſed 
with my viſit, though he repeatedly 
told me, he was much obliged to me for 
the honor I did him. I informed him, 
I was not come on a mere complimen- 
tary errand, but ſimply to aſk him a 
few queſtions, which 1 expected him to 
anſwer, without the leaſt equivocation : 
he looked frightened, but without pay- 
ing any attention to it, I proceeded by 
fying—I muſt infiſt Captain, you tell 
me all you know relating to Miſs Sid- 
ney, I have diſcovered you have been 
very buſy, in circulating ſome reports 
very injurious to that lady's reputation, 
and as I know thoſe reports to be with- 
out foundation, I expect you to tell me 
your motive for raiſing them: now it 
you will candidly, and honeſtly, explain 
every thing, I will reward you, but if 
on the other hand, you do not chule to 


be 
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be explicit, I ſhall take other methods 
to oblige you. | 
Here I ſtopped, waiting for his anſwer, 
which with ſome heſitation he delivered 
as follows. I do aſſure you my Lord, 1 
know nothing more of Miſs Sidney, than 
that ſhe lived ſome time at Lady Mary 
Winterford's, (where I am a conſtant 
viſitor), but was lately diſcarded on her 
being detected in a theft. 

You know, replied I, that you are now 
telling me a falſehood, for your memory 
muſt be very bad indeed, if you can ſo 
ſoon forget, that it was by your contri- 
vance, and Lady Harriet Aubrey's, that 
the diamond pin, and other things of 
Lady Mary Winterford's, were placed in 

_ Miſs Sidney's apartment: but to fave 
you the trouble of framing untruths, read 
this, (throwing him the letter), you will 
find I know ſome of your ſchemes, 
therefore you may as well make me you 
triend, by telling me the whole. 

Having finiſhed reading the letter, he 
ſaid, my Lord, I know you are too ge- 
nerous to uſe me ill, I will therefore 
throw myſelf on your mercy, and in 
form you of every particular, It wil 
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no doubt be a great ſatisfaction to your 
Lordſhip, to know Miſs Sidney is ſtrictly 
virtuous, in ſpite of any appearances to 
the contrary, and it was by Lady Har- 
riet Aubrey's particular deſire, that I en- 
deavoured to make you ſuſpect, there 
was too great an intimacy between us. 
It would take up too much of your 
time Sedley, to tell you all the ſtratagems 
he made uſe of, in conjunction with 
_ Lady Harriet, to injure the reputation 
of an innocent young perſon, who had 
never offended either of them; it ſeems 
Lady Harriet, though how ſhe came by 
her knowledge, I know not, diſcovered, 
that I had been very attentive to Miſs 
Sidney, at Maple Vale, and finding there 
was a coolneſs between us, reſolved to 
add to it, by making the lovely Ellen, 
appear in ſituations detrimental to her 
character: her Ladyſhip's motive was 
obvious, ſhe hated me from the time I 
declined the honor of her hand, and de- 
termined, to make me ſuffer for it.— 
What an efcape 1 have had: had I mar- 
ried her, good heavens! I ſhould have 


repented all my life. 


# : 
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Miſs Sidney has lived ever ſince he 


came to town, with Lady Mary Winter- 
ford, who was very kind to her, and 


took her with her to all public places; 


Brenville was generally of the party, and 
by his artful contrivance, generally 
placed Ellen behind Lady Mary, and 
ſeated himſelf next her, which made 
thoſe who were unacquainted with her, 
ſuppole ſhe was alone. I queſtioned 
him particularly about where he had been, 
the evening that Fancourt's carriage tore 
off a wheel of that he was in with Mats 
Sidney. He replied, that Lady Mary 
having ſome company to go with her to 


the play, her carriage was full, and ſhe _ 


defired Brenville to ſend for a hackney 
coach, and bring Miſs Sidney after, 
which was his intention, had not the ac- 
cident which happened to the carriage, 
prevented him; and when he found I 
was the perſon, that aſſiſted to bring the 
lady into the houſe, he ſtopped behind, 
to tell the coachman to ſay, he took 
them up from a noted houſe in St. 
James's; and to give this an appear- 


ance of truth, he had conducted himſelf” 


accordingly ; he added, that Miſs Sid- 


ney. 
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ney knew not to this hour, that any body 
but himſelf had taken her into the houſe, 
and as ſoon as ſhe recovered he ſaw her 
home, and then went to join Lady 
Mary at the play houſe. In ſhort Sed- 
ley, he diſcovered ſuch a ſcene of vil- 
lainy, as is hardly to be credited: I 
begged him to tell me, where I might 
find the dear injured girl; but he de- 
clared in the moſt ſolemn manner, he 
knew not where ſhe was to be found. 
Well Sedley, am I not poſſeſſed of a 
large ſtock of patience, to give you this 
regular detail, when at the ſame time my 
Heart is torn with anguiſh; heaven 
knows! whether I ſhall ever be able to 
find the dear injured angel again, or if I 
do, is it poſſible ſhe will forgive my 
unjuſt fuſpicions, no! ſhe cannot forgive 
me, but will fpurn me from her teet, 
in all the pride of conſcious virtue, and 
injured innocence. I do not know whe- 
ther I have made it appear to you, but I. 
aſſure you Brenville has entirely proved 
her innocence in every reſpect. | 
You may remember juſt before ] left 
Maple Vale, I found Fancourt on his 


| knees at her feet: he called on me this 
ES + | morning 
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morning, and 1 aſked him if ſhe had | 
ever given him any reaſon, to ſuppoſe 
ſhe was not ſtrictly virtuous: he ſtared 
at my a{kiny him ſuch a queſtion, and 
faid, why Summers, I always thought 
you was on a more friendly footifig at 
Maple Vale, than ever I was: I always 
thought Ellen a very pretty girl, but ſhe 
was fo devilifh prudiſh, that I ſoon be- 
came tired of paying my court to her: 
remember meeting her once in the gar- 
den at Bloom Grove, and being rather 
intoxicated, I attempted to kiſs her, which 
was the only liberty I ever took with 
her, and I think I have your Lordſhip 
to thank, (making me a low bow), for 
interrupting me; ſhe was very angry 
with me, added he, and ſeveral days 
paſſed, before ſhe would admit me, and 
indeed at laſt, I got into the houſe by 
ſtratagem, and was obliged to go on my 
| knees, before I was forgiven. 
And was that the real intention of your 
going on your knees? aſked I. 
Yes upon my honour, replied he; but 
why do you aſk me theſe queſtions? 
1 told him he ſhould know ſome time 
or r others and he ſoon after took his leave. 
You 
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on fee Sedley, there was another 
point cleared up, and I dare fay every 
thing elſe, will turn out to her credit ra- 
ther than otherwiſe: my only uneaſineſs 


now is, that I cannot hear he leaſt ti- 


dings of her, for all Brenville's, and my 

enquiries, have hitherto been ineffectual; 

I have made him a preſent of a hundred 

pounds, and mean if I find he deſerves 
it, to be a farther benefactor to him. 

I recollect once having ſome converſa- 
tion with Mrs. Sedley, about Ellen: ſhe 
ſaid ſhe was acquainted with her, and 
knew her to be innocent : I then did 
not ſeek an explanation, as I thought it 
could not be to her advantage, but un- 
worthy as ſuppoſed her to be, I was un- 
willing to deprive her, of perhaps the 
only friend ſhe had left; beg you will 
uſe all your influence with Mrs. Sedley, 
to perſuade her, to inform me, where 
the dear girl reſides, that I may fly to 
her, and on my knees crave forgiveneſs: 
I have ſome thoughts of writing to Mrs. 
Sedley, but think you can plead better 
for me, than I can tor myſelf: tell her 
what arts have been made ule of, to de- 


ceive me, and 1 am ſure her gentle na- 
ture 
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ture will pity me, and perhaps induce 


her, to become my advocate with her 


fair friend: I ſhall then have ſome 
hopes of ſucceſs, 


I have written this letter at different 


times, for my mind is ſo agitated, that 
I cannot write for any length of time. 
I forgot to mention, that I mean to in- 


ſiſt on Brenville's going with me to 
Lady Mary Wintertord's, and clearing 
Miſs Sidney, from the infamous aſpers 


ſions that have been caſt on her; how I 
ſhall a&t with Lady Harriet Aubrey, I 
am not yet determined, for 1 do not wiſh 
to expole her, if I can poſſibly avoid, it. 


Adieu: let me hear from you upon 


the receipt of this, and fail not to be my 
advocate to Mrs. Sedley. 
Jour friend, 


SUMMERS, 
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LETTER LXXIV. 


Mas. SE DLE V 
| T 0 


MISS SIDNEY 


N | Paris. 
INNUMERABLE incidents, my 
dear Ellen, prevented me from receiving 
your letter, till laſt night; good heavens! 
my beloved friend, what a feries of mis- 
fortunes have befallen you, ſince J lait 
had a letter from you: you mult I am 
ſure think me very negligent, in not 
having wrote to you lately, but my dear 
girl will readily pardon me, when I in- 
form her, that till I received her laſt let- 
ter, I knew not where to addreſs myſclt. 

You may perhaps recolle& in one of 
my former epiſtles, mentioning, that 
foon after our marriage, Sedley and 1 
was to make a little excurſion to Paris, 
to fetch Miſs Sedley, who has been 


there ever ſince ſhe was a child to be 


educated; in our way, we paſſed a day 


or two in London, which 1 fully 1n- 


_ tended 
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tended to devote to my dear Ellen, but. 
judge my ſurpriſe, when on enquiring 
for you at Lady Mary Winterford's, I 
was aflured that you had been diſcarded: 
ſome days before, on a conviction of 
theft. Conceive if you can, my beloved 
friend, the aſtomſhment that ſeized me 
on this information, I was bereft for a. 
moment of the power of ſpeech, but at 
length recollecting myſelf, I deſired the 
ſervant to tell her lady, that you had 
friends, who would not ſuffer you. to be 
falſely accuſed with impunity; I then 
aſked the name of the ſtreet your mo- 
ther lived in, but when I came there, 
was told that you had both left thoſe 
lodgings, and was gone they knew not 
whither : this was a freſh diſappointtnent, 
and what rendered it more intolerable, 
was, that I was under the neceſlity of 
leaving London next day; therefore, the 
only plan I could purſue, was to write to 
Lady Freemore, to beg that if any let- 
ters came for me to Roſe Mount, the. 
would forward them as expeditioully as 
poſſible, which ſhe did, but owing to 
our continually moving from one place 

| t 
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to another, I did not get the much 
wiſhed for account of you till yeſterday, 
I cannot ſufficiently expreſs my indig- 
nation, at the treatment you have re- 
ceived, but what more particularly in- 
tereſts me, is the account you give of 
the ill ſtate of your health; but I hope 
the country air will be ſerviceable to 
you; I charge you do not deſpair, for 
as you have hitherto only taſted of the 
bitterneſs of misfortune, you may rea- 
ſonably expect a change, and ſomething 
whiſpers me it will not be for the worle, 

You have I ſuppoſe heard of the death 
of your couſin Mr. Sidney, you will no 
doubt be ſorry for it, but let me tell you, 
it will be a favourable circumſtance for 


you upon the whole, for when Sir George 


Sidney finds you are the neareſt relation. 
he has, I think 1 may venture to ſay, he 
will feek a reconciliation, and will be 
happy to find you ſo every way worthy 
of him. 1 „„ 

I approve much of your intention of 
going to the Hot Wells, God lend it 
may perfectly eſtabliſh your health, and 
as ſuch excurſions are always attended 


with expence, I encloſe a bank. note of 
an 
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an hundred pounds, which I inſiſt on your 


making uſe of: I will not hurt your ſen- 
ſibility, by aſking your acceptance of it, 
I only requeſt that you will condeſcend 
to borrow it of me, till you are recon- 


. ciled to your uncle; I ſhall then, and 


not till then, (as you value my friend- 
ſhip), expect to be repaid : and I flatter 
myſelf you will make no ſcruple of uſing 
it, as you are to obſerve it is no gift. 


I hope ſoon to be in England, but am 


at preſent confined to the houſe by a 
ſlight indiſpoſition, and Sedley is fo ex- 
tremely careful of me, that he will not 
ſuffer me to travel, till I am quite reco- 
vered; I therefore ſhall in all probability, 
write again, before 1 leave Paris, and 1 
beg my Ellen, if your health will per- 
mit, that you will favour me with a few 
lines upon the receipt of this. 

I mutt now think of concluding, for 
Sedley has juſt been here, and threatens 
if I continue writing much longer, to 


take the pen from me: as a plea for his 
unpoliteneſs, he ſays, he fears I ſhall fa- 


tigue mylelf ; but he does not know that 
i am writing to my Ellen, or he mult be 


ſenſible, I never could be tired, 1 have 


only 
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only time allowed me to add, that my 
ſiſter is une fille charment, ſhe is the coun- 
terpart of her brother, all vivacity, and 
good humour. | 

Adieu my beloved friend. Sedley ſays 
if I continue writing any longer, I ſhall 
make him quite unhappy : how reſtleſs 
theſe men are, but you know Ellen, it is 
our fate to obey : once more adieu, my 
= beſt compliments attend Mrs, Sidney, 
and aſſure yourſelf of my ſincere affection, 
= Your's, 


LAURA SEDLEY. 


ES. My dear Ellen may aſſure Herſelf, that 
& fhould any thing happen to her, I ſhall 


as far as is in my power, ſupply her 


place to Mrs. Sidney; yes my Ellen, ſhe 
ſhall be as my mother, and the little 
Louiſa ſhall be dear to me as a ſiſter: 
but I hope yet to ſpend many happy 
days with my beloved friend: J again 
entreat you to be as careful of your health 
as poſſible. Heaven bleſs. and protect 
you, | | | 


LE . 
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LETTER LXXV. 


Mas. SIDNEY 
T 0 


Mas. SEDLEY 


MY DEAR MRS, SEDLEY, 
| 6 Hot Wells. 
Er LEN being herſelf too weak to 
write, has requeſted me to inform you, 
ſhe has received your letter, and thinks 


herſelf much obliged to you, for the Kind 


concern you are ſo good as to take, in 
whatever relates to her; I wiſh I could 
give a favourable account of her health, 


but that is impoſſible, ſor though ſhe is 


not worſe than when we firit came here, 

Jam ſorry to ſay, ſhe is not any better. 
Every fine day, we take an airing on 
the downs, by Doctor L——'s direc- 
tions, but in my opinion it is not of any 
ſervice to her, for ſhe returns home fo 
exceedingly fatigued, that ſhe is under 
the neceſſity of repoſing herſelf on a 
couch the remainder of the day: her ap- 
pPearance 
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. pearance calls to my mind this ſingle 
mae: 


«A drooping lilly, nipped by April blaſts.“ 


She makes herſelf very happy in the 

idea, of your coming to England: on 
reading your letter yeſterday, ſhe ſaid, 
God grant J may live till Mrs. Sedley 
comes, for then my dear mother, I ſhall 
leave you in good hands: my Laura loves 
me, and for my ſake, ſhe will be a daugh- 
ter to you, and a mother to Louiſa Stan- 
hope. 
L Think my dear Madam, what 1 muſt 
ſuffer, to hear the ſweet angel talk in 
this manner: I could only anſwer, as 
well as my tears would permit me, live 
my Ellen, live to be a comfort to your 
poor mother, and the reſt of your friends; 
how my child can I exiſt without you? 
| oh! my Ellen, the ſame grave, can cer- 
tainly contain us both. 

She tried to comfort me, by repre- 
ſenting the happineſs that might yet 
await me: but gracious heaven! what 
| pleaſure can I partake of, when my be- 

loved girl is no more. 


] was 
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; 
—— 


1 was under the neceſſi ity. of leaving 
off, for a few, minutes, for my tears 
flowed ſo faſt, I could not continue wri- 
ting, but being a little recovered ] again 
reſume my pen. 


Doctor L 


other reſpects, he finds her exactly the 
ſame: I attribute the decreaſe of fever 
to your letter, nothing elt- I am poſitive, 
could have made her ſv happy, as ſhe 
knew not how to account for your long, 
and irkſome ſilence. The moſt alarming 
) mptom ſhe has, think is a total loſs 
of appetite ; ſhe ſometimes fancies ſhe 
can eat any little nice thing, but as ſoon 
as it is brought to table, the turns from 
it with diſguſt, and cannot even talte it. 
Such my dear Madam, 1s the melan- 
choly ſtate of my poor girl's health; ſhe 
deſires I will leave her room to add a 
poſtſcript, as the thinks ſhe is able to 
write a few lines: I have diſſuaded her 
from it, but ſhe lays, ſhe knows it will 
give you pleaſure to hear from her, 
though 


has juſt been here: he 
thinks Ellen has leſs fever to day, but in 
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though I much fear 3 it will be for the laſt 
time. 
If there ſhould be any alteration for 
the better, you may depend upon my 
taking the earlieſt opportunity of letting 
you know it, Lam, my dear Mrs. Sed- 
ley, 
your obliged friend, 
CHARLOTTE SIDNEY. 


— — — 
M139 SIDNEY TO MRS. SEDLEY. | 


I BrcctD my mother not to ſeal 
her letter, till I had written a few lines 
in it; for I knew my friend would be 
glad to hear from me once more. 

I return you a thouſand thanks, for 
your kind letter, I ſhall now die happy, 
ſince I know my Laura will take care of 
my deareſt mother, and the little engag- 
ing Louiſa. 

I am ſorry my n you took the 
trouble of encloſing me a bank note, as 
I really do not want it, my mother hav- 
ing more money with her, than we can 


poſſibly ſpend : but my dear friend, I 


will 
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will not ſhock your generoſity by return- 
ing it to you, no my Laura, I will keep 
it, and if I ſhould have occaſion for it, 
you may depend on my uſing it. 


Jam grieved to hear you have been 
indiſpoſed, but it will be of ſhort conti- 


nuation, I could wiſh my Laura, you 
would endeavour to convince Lord Sum- 


mers, that I have not merited the con- - 


tempt . he has thought proper to treat 
me with; tell him I was above deceit, 


and if I have at any time, appeared in 


fituations, not altogether conſiſtent, [ re- 
fer him to my letters, to you, for an ex- 
planation, which I truſt will clear up 
every thing. 

That ring my friend, which you pre- 
ſented me with, at our laſt parting, I 
have, when I ſhall ! be no more, deſired 
my mother to return it to you, with a 


wiſh, that you may ever enjoy the ſame 


degree of happineſs, you did when you 
put it on my finger: I have never for- 
gotten the words you made uſe of, when 
you gave it me Accept this ring my 
Ellen, as a ſmall token of my eſteem, 
and never part with it, unleſs I ſhould 


prove unworthy your friendſhip, or death 
n ſhould 
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ſhould divide us.“ Therefore my Laura, 
can I do better than return it to her, that 
gave it me. 


———.— 


"20 obliged to lay by my pen for 
a few minutes, but now again reſume it, 
A miniature of mylelf, and likewiſe 
one of my dear father's, I beg your ac- 
. ceptance of The pictures of Mr. and 
Mrs. Stanhope, I beg you will take the 
charge of, and when Louiſa is of an age 
to know the value of them, then give 
them to her, with an account of "her 
father and mother's unfortunate death. 
I need not beg you my Laura to treat her 
with kindneſs, as I well know the good- 
neſs of your heart. | 
If ve are not permitted to meet here, 
any more, that you may enjoy lelicity in 
heaven, is the conſtant prayer, of your 
dying and ſincete friend, 
ELLEN SIDNEY. 
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LETTER  LXXVI. 


EDWARD SEDLEY, Es 
T O 


LORD SUMMERS 


| PE Paris. 
(Goon heavens Summers ! what a 
| ſcene of complicated villainy, have you 
preſented to my view. I could not 
have ſuppoſed it poſſible, a woman of 
Lady Harriet Aubrey's rank, ſhould 
have degraded herſelf by ſuch unpar- 
donable behaviour; unpardonable, do I 
ſay, I think a barbarous murderer would 
be the fitteſt term for ſuch a wretch; but 
the purport of this letter is to give you 
conſolation, not to remind you of paſt” 
events. I am therefore to inform you, 
that 1 ſhewed your letter to Mrs, Sedley, 
thinking it would anſwer better, than 
any rhetoric I could make uſe of: and 
ſhe defires me to tell you, to haſten to 
the Hot Wells, the inſtant you receive 
this, for ſhe thinks if any thing can ſave 
ner friend's life, it will be your preſence, 
EF: | Nis 
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Miſs Sidney has been in a declining 
ſtate of health ſome time, and it is much 
feared, ſhe cannot recover: Laura is 
miſerable about her, and has actually 

fretted herſelt quite ſick, becauſe it is 
not judged proper for her to proceed on 
her journey, till ſhe has got the better 
of a violent cold caught at the Opera. 
Il admire your delicacy, in not wiſh— 

ing to expoſe Lady Harriet Aubrey, but 
at the ſame time if I was in your place, 
I ſhould inform her, that if fe made 
any more attempts to 4njure Miſs Sidney, 
I ſhould certainly make the whole of her 
behaviour public; to what a height will 
not a ſpirit of revenge, hurry ſome 
perſons? but ] have done with his diſ- 
agreeable fubject. 

My Laura, entreats you will not pre- 
ſent yourſelf before Miſs Sidney, till you 
have ſent her notice of your arrival, caſt 
the ſight of you ſhould be too much for 
her exhauſted ſpirits; this is a good ſign 
for you Summers, however, for if the 
ſight of you has an effect on her nerves, 
you ſhould doubtleis fer it down, that you 
are not indifferent to her heart, and in- 


deed from what Mrs, Sedicy has hinted 
| to 
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to me, I am pretty ſure of it, ſo make 
the beſt of this intelligence, and when I 
next hear from your Lordſhip, hope it 
will not be in the penſoroſo ſtile. 

My ſaucy filter, who has contrived 
to place herſelf at my elbow, and takes 
the liberty of reading what I write, ſays 
my letter is not half expreſſive enough, 

and deſires ] will lend her the pen: but 
to fave you from her impertinence, I 
Mall conclude with wiſhing you ſucceſs, 


Your's as much as uſual, 
E DWARD SEDLEY, 
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Paris. 
I AM quite at a loſs Summers, to 
know why you are ſo long ſilent? has 
any thing happened to diſcompoſe you? 


or have you given up all thoughts of 
3 ſuch 
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ſuch a perſon, as your friend Ned Sed- 
ley? but I ſuppoſe you are fo taken up 

with Miſs Sidney, that you look upon 
the time it would take to write to me, 
as ſo much loſt; however I freely par- 
don you, and by way of amuſement if 
you want any, I ſhall introduce to your 
acquaintance, two perſons who I flatter 
myſelf, you will hereafter have a friend- 
hip for. 

Mrs. Sedley, my ſiſter, and ſelf, went 
vellerday to dine with the Tounte!s de 
Valmont, at her chateau about fix 
leagues from Paris: ſhe had previouſly 
told us, we were to meet ſome of our 
country folks, and we went early that 
we might enjoy their ſociety. On our 
arrival we found only, (beſides the lady 
of the houſe), a couple of abbes, the 
ſame number of Marquiſes, a German 
Count, and {ome ladies: but as they 
were neither young nor handſome, 1. 
{hall not fay any thing of them. TOR 

We had not been long ſeated, before 
Lady Charlotte, and Mr. Maynard, were 
announced : Madame de Valmont, 1n- 
ſtantly introduced them to us, and 1 was 
very agreeably ſurpriſed to find in Mr. 

. | S Maynard, 
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Maynard, an old college acquaintance: 
1 dare ſay you recolle& the noiſe his 
elopement with Lady Charlotte Newn- 


ham made; I never had heard a juſt ac- 
count of it, till yeſterday, when he re- 


lated the whole affair, which I am now 
going to give you an account of. 


Mr. Maynaid when he left college, 


previous to his coming of age, went to 
pay a viſit to Lord Benſon, his brother 

who I believe you know, is near twenty 
years older than him, but in his way 


into Yorkſhire, he ſpent ſome days with 


Sir Henry Fitz Morrice, and during that 
Peach, went with him to an affemoly, 
where he had the honour of being intro— 
Cuced tn, and dancing with Lady Char- 
loite Newnham : ſhe was young, lovely, 
and accompliſhed; and in ſhort May- 

nard fell in love with her, but before he 


had an opportunity of declaring himſelf, 
he was obliged to attend his brother, who 


was impatient to ſee him: but after ſtay- 
ing wich him ſome time, and finding it 
impollible to forget Lady Charlotte, he 
returned to Sir Henry Fitz Morrice's, 
Whole reſidence was a very ſmall diſtance 
from North Houſe, the ſeat-of Lady 
5 Charlotte's 
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Charlotte's father. He had now an op- 
portunity of often ſeeing her, and at 
length prevailed on her to acknowledge, 
that he was not diſagreeable to her, and 
that if her father approved of him, ſhe. 
ſhould not make any objection. 
Maynard you may ſuppoſe was very 
much elated to be fo favourably received, 
and it was agreed, that he ſhould {et off 
next morning to his brother's, to beg 
of him to open the affair to Lord W——, 
Lord Benſon approved of his brother's 
choice, and inſtantly wrote to the Earl 
of W „to propoſe the match: the 
letter was graciouſly received by Lord 
W——, whole only paſſion was avarice, 
for as Lord Benſon was a ſingle man, it. 
was conjectured he would give up a part 
of his eſtate, and at his death, Mr, 
Maynard muſt of courſe, be in poſſeſ- 
ſion of the whole, Therefore the match 
being agreeable to all parties, Maynard 
went to North Houſe, and was received 
as he could wiſh, by Lord and Lady 
W——, and Lady Charlotte: Lord 
Benſon was prevented by company, from 
following as ſoon as he could have wiſhed, 


but wrote to Lord W—, to beg May- 
nard's 
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nard's happineſs might not be delayed 
on that account, and ſignified his inten- 
tion, of coming to North Houſe, as ſoon 
as the wedding day was fixed: and of- 
fered to give up two thouſand a year to 
his brother, to enable him to make pro- 
per ſettlements, &c. 

The day was accordingly fixed, which 
ſoon brought Lord Benſon, but alas! 
for the two lovers: he became enamoured 
of Lady Charlotte, and offered Mr. May- 
nard three thouſand a year, on condition 
of his reſigning all pretenſions to his 
intended bride, 

Poor Maynard was ſtruck dumb at 
this propoſal : but at length aſſured his 


brother, that no conſideration whatever, 


ſhould induce him to reſign Lady Char- 
lotte, unleſs it was her own wth, Lord 
Benſon was much incenſed, at what he 
called his brother's obſtinacy, and vowed 
to offer himſelf to Lord W—, ſure of 
not being rejected, on account of his ſu- 
perior fortune. 

Maynard left him, and went to ſeek 
his amiable Charlotte, to whom he re- 
lated the paſt converſation, and propoſed 
an immediate elopement : but to that ſhe 

F 5 would 
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would not conſent, till ſhe had heard ber 
father's determination. They then parted, 
and ſoon after Lord W — fent for his 
daughter, and ordered her never more to 
ſpeak to Maynard, but to look on Lord 
Benſon as her future-huſband. 

It was in vain ſhe remonſtrated; no 
argument ſhe could make uſe of, could 
induce her father to alter his commands: 
ſhe was therefore obliged ſeemingly to 
| acquieſce. and Lord —— wrote a 
card to Mr. Maynard, intimating that 
his company was no longer agreeable at 
North Houſe, and begged of him to 
leave it as ſoon as poſſible, as he had 
more eligible views for Lady Charlotte. 

Maynard without deigning to expot- 
. tulate, ordered his horſes, but did not 
leave North Houſe, till he had given 2 
letter to Lady Charlotte's woman for 
her miſtreſs, with ſtrict injunctions to 
deliver it the firſt opportunity; it was 
merely to fay, he ſhould go no farther 
than the next town, and to beg her 
Ladyſhip to write to him, and again 
preſſing her to elope: he then left 
Lord W— 's inhoſpitable manſion, and 


hired a couple of rooms at a ſmall inn, 
at 
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at the entrance of a town, about three 
miles from North Houſe, He did not 
hear from Lady Charlotte till two days 
were elapſed, ſhe promiſed to acquaint 
him with every movement, and ſaid, 
that rather than be Lord Benſon's wite, 
ſhe would affent to her Henry's propo- 
ſals, and elope with him: but ſhe in- 
tended once more to try to perſuade 
Lord W—— to diſmiſs Lord Benlon ; 
ſhe added that ſhe was very narrowly 
watched, and begged Mr. Maynard 


would not write, or attempt to ſee her, 


for fear they ſhould be detected: ſhe aſ- 


tured him, ſhe would ſeize all opportu- 


nities of letting him hear from her. 
Maynard was now four days, without 
gaining any intelligence from Lady Char- 
ſotte: but on the fifth, he had a long 
letter from her, in which ſhe ſaid all 
hopes of ſoftening her father were at an 
end, and that ſhe had come to a deter- 
mination of eloping with him that night, 
hoping that when they were married, her 
parents would forgive them. Accor- 
dingly the time, and place, were ſettled, 
and by the aſſiſtance of honeſt James, 
and Lady Charlotte's woman, they got 
| clear 
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clear of the houſe; and before any of the 

family had the leaſt notion of what had 
happened, they were far on their road to 
Dover, and from thence, (a pacquet 
being ready to fail on their arrival), they 
ſoon reached Calais, where they were 
married by an Engliſh clergyman, who 
came over with them : they then wrote 
to Lord W——, to ſolicit his forgive- 
neſs, but he took not the leaſt notice of 
their application. 

They ſtaid ſome time at Calais, but 
finding their finances rather ſhort, they 
were on the point of diſcarding ſome of 
their ſervants, when they received three 
hundred pounds, but from whom it 
came, they have never been able to dil- 
cover ; the reaſon of their being rather 
diſtreſſed, was this, Maynard was net 
then of age, therefore they only had what 
money they brought over with them: 
but on his arriving at his one and twen- 
tieth year, he received the fortune his 
father left him, which was twenty thou- 
ſand pounds. They then left Calais, and 
made a tour into Italy, and the South of 
France; where meeting with the Coun- 


teſs de Valmont, ſhe invited them to 
ſpend 
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ſpend ſome time with her at her chateau, 
which they did, and while they were on 


a viſit to her, hearing there was a very 
good houſe to be fold ! in the neighbour- 


hood, they purchaſed it, and have reſided 
there ever ſince. 


Lady Charlotte frequently writes to 


her father and mother, but has never 
been able to prevail on them to anſwer 
her letters; ſhe ſeems perfectly happy 
with the man of her choice, and I hope 
will continue ſo, for he appears as much 
in love with her now, as ever he was: 


they have deſired us to pals a few days 


ohh them, before we leave this part of 

the world, and we have promiſed to do 
ourſelves that pleaſure. 

I have offered my ſervices towards a 


reconciliation with Lord W——, which 


have been thankfully accepted, therefore 
on my return to England, I ſhall cer- 
tainly pay him a viſit. 

We propoſe leaving Paris the begin- 
ning of next week, as Mrs. 
health is perfectly re-eſtabliſhed: my 
ſiſter returns with us, and makes herſelf 
very happy in the idea, of ſoon ſeeing our 
lictle Idand, England. | 

Adieu. 


Sedley's 
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Adieu. I hope to ſee you in London, 
as we propoſe ſtaying a few days at the 
St. G—'s hotel, to recover the fatigue of 
our Journey. 

EDWARD SEDLEY» 


LETTER LXXVIN. 


LORD SUMMERS 
TD. 


EDWARD SE DLE v, Es 


DEAR SEDLEY, 
| Hot Wells. 


1 Plead guilty to the charge of not 
having wrote to you, but as you are 
kind enough to pardon me, I ſhall anti- 
cipate your curiolity, by giving ſome 
account of myſelf. 

The inſtant 1 received your letter, I 
ordered poſt horſes, and in leſs than 
two hours, was far on my way to this 
place: it was night when I arrived here, 
. therefore 


* * 
1 
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5 #- 
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therefore I was under the neceſſity: of 


delaying my enquiries till the next morn- 
ing, but owing to your negligence, in 
not naming in what part of the town 
Miſs Sidney reſided, I was as much at a 
loſs as ever, but thinking the moſt likely 
place to ſee her, would be the pump 
room, I bent my courſe thither, and took 
a ſeat as near the door as poſſible, that I 
might have a full view of all Who went 
out, or came in: but after waiting the 
whole morning, I was obliged to return 
home without being able to diſcover the 
place of her abode.” 


I paſſed my time in the ſame manner, 


for three mornings ſucceſſively, till 1 be- 
gan almoſt to deſpair of finding her, and 
my anxiety was painful beyond deſcrip- 
tion, but at length, chance did more for 
me, than. all my enquiries, As I Was 
taking my uſual walk, with wy arms 


folded, and my eyes fixed upon the 


ground, L was awakened from my re- 


verie by a ſmart ſlap on my ſhoulder, 


and at the fame time, a voice, which I 
had ſome recollection of, exclaimed, is 


it poſſible this can be Lord Summers! 
1 have been looking at you theſe ten 
| minutes. 
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minutes, being fearful of making a miſ- 
take. 

I ſtarted, and looking up, I with great 
pleaſure recognized the features of Dr. 

Merton, my late tutor: I was really glad 
to ſee him, ſuppoſing him to have 1998 

abroad with Lord D. 
Alfter the firſt ſalutations were over, 
we mutually began to enquire the reaſon 
of our meeting in this recepticle for in- 
valids. He informed me, his wife had 
been in a declining ſtate of health for 
ſome time, and was adviſed to try the 
efficacy of the Briſtol waters, and, added 
he, their effect has been ſurpriſing, for 
ſhe is now almoſt well: but, continued 
he, I hope we ſhall have the honour of 
our Lordſhip's company to dine with 
: Mrs. Merton will be rejoiced to lee 
We for you was always a. very great 
favourite-of her's. 
As | had no engagement on my hands, 
I gladly accepted his invitation, and we 
proceeded immediately to his lodgings, 
where I was received by Mrs, Merton 
with unfeigned friendſhip, 

In the courſe of converſation, ſhe in- 


formed her huſband, that the two ladies, 
who. 
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who reſided in part of the ſame lodging 
houſe, had promiſed to drink tea with 
her, provided ſhe was alone; but, added 
ſhe, turning to me, I ſhall make no ce- 
remony with your Lordſhip, and for 


this evening look upon you as one of che 


family. 

J offered to retire, but neither the Dr. 
or his lady would permit me. 

Ah! my Lord, ſaid Mrs. Merton, you 
will ſee the ravages ill health has made, 
in one of the fineſt forms I ever beheld, 


it 15 a young lady I am ſpeaking of, who 


I have been acquainted with only ſince 
I have been here, but I fear our inti- 
macy will be of very ſhort duration, 
however anxiouſly I with the contrary, 
for her phyſician pronounces her to be 
in a very deep decline. 

We were yet ſpeaking when the door 
was thrown open, but judge Sedley of 
my extreme agitation, and ſurpriſe, when 
I beheld the angelic Ellen, leaning on 
the arm of her mother : good heavens | 
how'changed ſhe appeared, nothing but 
the ſhadow of her former ſelf: I ſtood 
aghaſt, and could ſcarce beheve my 
eyes, but notwithſtanding the very great 

alteration 
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alteration I perceived in her, yet there 
was an air of delicacy, and ſoft reſigna- 
tion, with an inexpreſſible ſweetneſs 
ſpread over her once fine countenance, 
that intereited every beholder: Mrs. Mer- 
ton gave me time to recover myſelf, by 
addreſſing her diſcourſe to Miſs Sidney, 
and congratulating her, on her being 
able to leave her room; (for I find it was 
the firſt time for a mae] which ac- 
counts for my not {ſeeing her at the 
pump room) ſhe then turned to me, with 
an intention of introducing me, but J 
prevented her by ſaying, 1 flattered my - 
felf, there was not any occaſion for ir, 
as l had once had the honour, of Mrs. 
and Mais Sidney's acquaintance, and 
now hoped for the ſame indulgence: as 
I finiſhed ſpeaking, I ventured to ap- 
proach the lovely Ellen, who raiſed her 
eyes to ſee who it was that ſpoke, but 
perceiving I was the perſon, ſhe ſunk 
Into a chair and fainted : her death like 
appearance ſtruck ſuch a panic in my 
heart, that regardleſs of the conſequen- 
ces, I flew to her, and throwing myſelt 
at her feet, took her lifeleſs hands, which 


"eagerly prefled between mine; 1 was 
6. almoſi. 
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almoſt diſtracted, the danger I ſaw her 
in, nearly deprived me of my ſenſes: 
but at Mrs. Sidney's earneſt entreaties, 


I conſented to leave the room, till her 


daughter was ſufficiently recovered, to 
be conveyed to her own apartment: 1 
at firſt made ſome oppoſition, by de- 
claring that I would not leave her, un- 
leſs Mrs. Sidney would promile to let 
me ſee her again. I have long doated 
on her to diſtraction, exclaimed I, ſhe 
muſt hear how much I have ſuffered, 
and what infernal arts have been made 
ule of to ſeparate us: oh Ellen, thou 


delight of my foul, thou dear injured - 


innocence, do not leave me when LI 
have but juſt found you. 

My Lord, replied Mrs. Sidney, I 
know not what to make of your extra- 
ordinary behaviour, but however if you 
will leave us for the preſent, I will hear 
every thing you have to ſay, but as to 
your ſeeing Ellen again, that muſt en- 
tirely depend upon herſelf: but for pity's 


lake leave the room now, my poor girl 


begins to recover, and the ſight of any 
ſtranger in her preſent ſituation, may 
have a very bad effect. | 8 
I then, 
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I then, as 7 before ſaid, left the room: 
followed by Dr. Merton, who conducted 
me into the dining parlour, and after 
ſhutting the door exclaimed, for God's 
ſake my Lord! what can all this mean? 
J have too good an opinion of you, to 
fuppoſe you capable of ſeducing an in- 
nocent girl, but I muſt own this affair 
has a very odd appearance. 

To put an end to his doubts, I told 
him as well as the agitated ſtate of 
my mind would permit, every circum- 
ſtance relative to Miſs Sidney, and 
begged him to acquaint Mrs. Mer- 
ton with it, as | was fearful ſhe might 
harbour ſome ſuſpicions, extremely in- 
jurious to the dear girl's reputation. 
He then left me for a fhort time, and 
when he returned he informed me, Ellen 
was recovered from her fainting fit, but 
continued ſo poorly, Mrs Sidney could 
not leave her a moment: I therefore 
took my leave, and the worthy Doctor 
kindly promiſed, he would try to prevail 
on Mrs. Sidney to ſee me in the morn- 
in 
ou may eaſily ſuppoſe, I did not 


make a very late viſit, on the contrary, 1 
was 


by 
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was at Dr. Merton's before they had 
breakfaſted : Mrs, Merton informed me 
"= had ſent to enquire after Miſs Sid- 
„but was told, that the agitation of 

by 0 pirits, had prevented her from hav- 
ing any fleep, and that ſhe was more 
indiſpoled than yeſterday. 
It being too early in the day, for Mrs. 
Merton to pay Mrs. Sidney a viſit, I 
took that opportunity, of relating every 
thing to her, in a more circumſtantial 
manner than I had yet done : therefore 
after conſulting about it for ſome time, 
Mrs. Merton was of opinion, that it 
would be better for her, to go and ac- 
quaint Mrs. Sidney and her daughter, 
with every thing that had paſſed, than 
if I was to go myſelf. I agreed to this, 
and begged her to plead my cauſe with 
all the eloquence ſhe was miſtreſs of, as 
I was fearful the dear girl might be very 
much offended, at ſome parts of my 
behaviour; I likewiſe gave her the 
copy of that letter, which by miſtake I 
had given to Lady Harriet Aubrey, ({up- 
poling her to be Miſs Sidney,) at the 
maſquerade, with that lady's very inge- 
nous anſwer, and likewite her Lady- 


lhip's 
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ſhip's letter to Miſs Waldgrave. Hay- 
ing heard all I had to fay, ſhe left the 
room, promiſing to be my advocate. 

She was no ſooner gone, than the 
worthy Doctor began to take me to taſk, 
ſaying, he thought I ſhould be very 
much to blame, to enter into any en- 
gagements without my father's conſent, 
which he was pretty ſure would never be 
obtained to a love match, eſpecially as 
Miſs Sidney, however otherwiſe deſerv- 
ing, had not a fortune. 

I rhanked him for his becoming hint, 
and faid, it was not my intention to pro- 
ceed Woch further, without my father's 
approbation and conſent; which 1 did 
not deſpair of gaining, as he had often 
expreſſed a very great deſire to ſec me 
married; and though Miſs Sidney had 
not a fortune, yet her family was ſuffi- 
ciently ancient, to make up for that de- 
fect. 
He ſhook his head, and ſaid be knew 
the Earl of Belmont too well, to believe 
it poftible to gain his conſent to any 
match, that had not both birth, and for- 
tune, to recommend it; he ſaid a great. 


deal more on the ſame ſubject, w. nich l 
| need 
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need not repcat, as we talked of ſcarce 
any thing elie till Mrs. Merton's return, 
which 1 thought a molt tedious interval, 
and my patience was nearly exhauſted, 
when ihe made her appearance. She 
ſaid ſhe had acquainted Mrs. Sidne 
with my whole ſtory, and likewiſe my 
requeſt of being admitted as an admirer 
of Ellen's; but Mrs. Sidney begged to 
be excuſed receiving me as her daugh- 
ter's lover, till I had previouſly gained 
the conſent of my family, for, added the, 
low as we are fallen, Colonel Sidney's 
daughter, ſhall not enter any family with- 
out the approbation of all parties, which 
it is very unlikely Lord Summers will 
ever obtain. 

Mrs. Merton ſaid, ſhe thought the 
could peiceive, that the lovely Ellen 
ſeemed far from diſpleated, at the idea 
of a reconciliation taking place: indeed, 
continued ſhe, if I may judge from the 
various emotions the {weet girl betrayed, 
while I was relating my ſtory, you are 
far from indifferent to her. 

You may be {ure Scdley. this was very 
plealing intelligence for me, but! fear 
you will think my detail too tedious, 1 

WII! 
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will therefore ſhorten it as much as poſ- 
fible, by informing you, that I am now 
permitted to viſit at Mrs. Sidney's, but 
neither mother or daughter, will hear 
a word on a ſubject, I with to engage 
their attention on; indeed the old lady 
has been fo very watchful, that I have 
not yet been able to ſpeak a word to 
Ellen, unleſs in the preſence of her mo- 
ther: the dear girl is not yet out of 
danger, though much better than ſhe has 
been for ſome time paſt. _ | 
I believe I did not mention to you, 
that before I left town, I made Brenville 
go with me to Lady Mary Wintertord's, 
where he entirely cleared up Mits Sid— 
ney's character, quite to her Ladyſhip's 
ſatisfaction, and as a {mall recompence 
for her unjuſt ſuſpicions, ſhe has turned 
away her favourite maid, for being an 
agent in the plot, and ſaid if ſhe knew 
where Miſs Sidney was to be found, ſhe 
| ſhould be very glad of her company, on 
the ſame footing ſhe was on before. 
This circumſtance gave Ellen great 
pleaſure, for nothing to a delicate mind, 
could be more diſtreſſing, than to be 


accuſed of ſo vile an action. 
| | I mult 
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{ muſt now conclude, as am engaged 


to ſpend the day, with Dr. and Mrs. 


Merton, who leave the Wells to-morrow 
morning. 

I hope this long letter will make my 
peace. I beg my compliments to Mrs. 


Sedley, and your ſiſter, with a thouſand 


thanks to the former, for the information 
ſhe was ſo kind as to give me. Adieu. 
Believe me your's fincerely, 


SUMMERS, 


When I left town, I commiſſioned 


Brenville to call on Lady Harriet Au- 
brey, and to aſſure her, I did not mean 
to expoſe her: but he found (he had 
left London, with her uncle Sir Philip 
Jay, preparatory, to their going to ſpend 
ſome time in Italy. 
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Mas. SE DLE v 
7 10 
MISS SIDNEY 


T | | RoJe Mount. 
HAVE the pleaſure to inform my 
dear Ellen, that J am once more re- 
turned to Roſe Mount, and have had 
the ſatisfaction of finding my dear fa- 
ther, and mother, in perfect health : they 
you may eaſily ſuppoſe, were very happy 
to ſee their faucy daughter, and quite 
overwhelmed me with carefles : they 
have been with us ever ſince our arrival, 
and propoſe ſtaying with us til] to-mor- 
row, and the next day my dear girl, 
intend to bend my courſe towards Bril- 
tol, and take a peep, juſt to ſee how my 
fair friend, and the enamoured Lord 
Summers go on; Mifs Sedley has kindly 
offered to attend me, and as my good 
man is under the neceſſity of going from 
home, for a few days, I take that oppor. 
tunity of coming to pay you a vilit, and 
| hope 


. 
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hope to be able” to prevail on you, and 
your mother, to return with me, and by 
way of making the party more agreea- 
ble, I promiſe you, Lord Summers ſhall 
have an invitation, if one is neceſſary, 
\ to {0 Intimate, and old a friend, of Mr. 
e» Sedley's. But jeſting apart, I hope to 
find you much better, than when I laſt 
heard from you. 

You can have no idea how melan- 
choly your letter made me, particularly 
as it came at a time, when it was im- 
poſſible for me to proceed on my jour- 
ney. I long to introduce you to my 
ſiſter : ſhe is a charming girl, and I 
think myſelf particularly happy in hav- 
ing her with me, for her lively ſallies 
often divert me, when I am quite out 
of ſpirits : but I ſhall not ſay any more 
about her now, and when you ſee her; 
you will be able to judge for yourſelt. 

I find Roſe Mount wonderfully im- 
proved, having once expreſſed a wiſh, 
that ſome alterations might take place, 
Sedley ever attentive and indulgent, had 


them done, during our abſence from 
home. 
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I have ſeen a long letter from Jord 
Summers to Mr. Sedley, explaining every 
thing: how I deteſt that odious Lady 
Harriet Aubrey, I have not patience to 
think of her, I find ſhe has taken her- 
{elf to Italy, the only plan in my opinion, 
ſhe could poſſibly purſue, though Lord 
Summers has ſaid, with more generoſity 
than ſhe merits, chat he will never ex- 
poſe her treatment of you; out of ten- 
derneſs to her family: I think Lord 
G—h and her Ladyſhip ſhould make a 
match, they would be well paired, and 
could not poſſibly reproach each other. 
I have at leaſt an hundred queſtions 
to aſk. you my dear Ellen, but ſhall deter 
troubling you with them till I ſee you, 
for if I continue wiiting, I am afraid it 
will be too late for the poſt; 1 beg you 
will preſent my beſt compliments to your 
good mother, and believe me, 

your's moſt affectionately i 


LAURA SEDLE V. 


1 had almoſt ndr 6 to tell you that in 
our abſence, Mr. Freemore and Miſs 
Martin were married; and are now On a 


viſit at Felix Hall. 
LE T. 
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LORD SUMMERS 
T O | 


EDWARD SEDLEY, Es. 


Belmont Caſte, 


You are doubtleſs ſurpriſed ar the 
date of this letter, ſuppoſing I was ſtill 


at the Hot Wells, but to put an end to 
your curioſity, which I know 1s very 
great, I ſhall without farther preface, pro- 
ceed ro explain myſelf. 

During the weck Mrs. Sedley paſſed 
with Mails Sidney, ſhe kindly contrived 
to give me many opportunities of con- 
verling with her fair friend, unobſerved 
by any one; and I at length prevailed 
on the lovely girl to promile, that if I 
could gain my father's conſent to our 
marriage, her's ſhould not be wanting, 
and at the ſame time, ſhe gave me per- 
miſſion to write to her, during my ab- 
lence: which permiſſion I mean to avail 


myſelf of very often, as ſhe is to ſtay at 


the Wells till my return, finding the 
33 air 
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air agree with her ſo well: it was my 
intention to have left the ſweet girl, in 
about a week after Mrs. Sedley, but a 
very alarming letter I received from 
Lady Belmont, contributed to haſten my 
departure, earlier than J wiſhed: there- 
fore after taking leave of my angel, and 
her worthy mother, I ſtepped into my 
chaiſe, and hurried on without once ſtop- 
ping, till I arrived at Belmont Caſtle: 
I had ordered my carriage round the 
back way, that I might agreeably ſur- 
prize my father and mother, and that 
they ſhould not know of my arrival, till 
they ſaw me. 

I found my mother in her dreſſing 
room,-ſhe had been in tears, but at my 
approach endeavoured to conceal them. 
After the joy of ſeeing each other was 
in ſome degree over, I enquired for my 
father: on mentioning him, her tears 
flewed more abundantly than before : ] 
became very uneaſy, and entreated her 
for the love of God, not to keep me in 
ſuſpenſe, but to ſay if any thing was the 
matter with Lord Belmont; after ſome 
minutes filence, ſhe replied, that he had 
been for ſome days very much indiſ- 

| | poled, 
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poſed, indeed in her opinion alarmiagly 
ſo, but that notwithſtanding he was to 
all appearance 1n great danger, he would 
not ſuffer her to fend for a phyſician, 
but, added the, you Summers may per- 
haps be able to perſuade him to have ad- 
vice. 

I prqmiſed to uſe my endeavours, and 
Lady Belmont went to prepare him to lee 
me. She was not long abſent, 
her return deſired me to go to my fa- 
ther's room, but good heavens ! I had 
not the molt diſtant idea, of finding him 
ſo much altered: he is reduced almoſt to 
a ſkeleton, He expreſſed himſelf very 
happy to ſee me, and after ſome con- 
verſation, obſerved, that he had not al- 
ways been the Kkindeſt father to me, but, 
continued he, if it pleaſes God to ſpare 
my life, you will ſee me quite a re- 
formed man. He ſeemed to heſitate as 
waiting my anſwer, I therefore replied, 
that I had not the leaſt reaſon to com- 
plain of his affection for me, as I was 
convinced that whatever he had done, 


was always with the beſt intentions. He 


Interrupeed me by ſaying, indeed I al- 
84 Ways 


and on ; 


. 
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ways meant it well, but the beſt of us 
may err. 1 | 

I begged we might not talk on this 
ſubject any more that night, but hoped 
he would ſuffer me to ſend for Dr. A—, 
who always uſed to attend our family : 
he was at firſt much againit it, but at my 
mother's, and my interceſſion, he at 
length conſented, and the phyſician was 
{ſent for, who pronounces Lord Bel- 
mont's complaint, to be a fever on the 

- ſpirits, and recommends it to us, to keep 
him as much amuſed as poſkble. | 

To-day we reſumed the converſation 

of laſt night, and he mentioned he only 
wiſhed to live, to ſee me happily mar- 
ried : he ſaid he ſaw riches in another 
point of view from what he had lately 
done, and ſhould, now be pleaſed, if I 
married a woman I could love: fortune 
he ſaid, would be no object, but hoped 
I would make choice of a woman whole 
birth would not diſgrace. me; this was 
a good opening, but I was too much agi- 
tated to profit by it, and he continued, 
come Summers, look on me, not as an 

_ auſtere father, but as a friend that loves 

yon, and wiſhes to contribute to your 

| | bappinels: 


happineſs: be candid, and tell me, have 
you never yet ſeen the woman that could 
make you happy. He ſtopped, and . 
looking me, full in the face, ſaid, I fee 
Summers you are not inclined to deal in- 
genuouſly with your friend, perhaps I 
am too importunate, but I deſerve this, 
and even more at your hands, 

As he ſpoke his voice faultered, and 
the tears came into his eyes: what a 
moment was this Sedley ? I caught the 
ſoft infection, and for ſome minutes was 
unable to anſwer him, any otherwiſe than 
by preiling his hand to my lips: at 
length I cold him, that fo far from wiſh- 


ing to conceal any thing from him, 1 


would with pleaſure relate every occur- 
rence ſince my return from abroad, and 
my firſt acquaintance. with Mats Sidney, 
to the preſent day: he was quite enrap- 
tured with the account of my lovely 
git s many virtues, and was pleaſed to 
ſay, he ſhould be very happy to call 
= his daughter: he ſays he formerly 
knew ſomething of Sir George Sidney, 
and remembers his brother's marria 
diſpleaſed him greatly, as he had at trek 
time actually made propoſals for him, to 
G5 a mer- 
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a merchant's daughter in the city, whoſe 
father, would have given her forty thou- 
fand pounds: 1 don't doubt, continued 
he, but a hint from me, would induce 
Sir George to receive his niece, bur I 
have yet too much pride for that : and 
if, ſaid he, you really love Miſs Sidney, 
you ſhall marry her, and when ſhe is 
once Lady Summers, you may then in- 
troduce her to her uncle, or not, as you 
think fit, and in the mean time, your 
mother and I, will write to Mrs. and 
Miſs Sidney, to beg the favour of their 
company here, and I ſuppoſe it will not 
be any puniſhment to you, if I commul- 
ſion you in my name to fetch them. 

I thanked Lord Belmont an hundred 
times, for confenting to my felicity: 1 
then left him, and went to rejoice with 

Lady Belmont on my happineſs, and the 
pleaſure ſhe would have in my lovely 
Ellen's ſociety: they have both written 
to Mrs, and Miſs Sidney, and I am now 
going to do the ſame, nothing hinders 
me from being the bearer of my own let- 
ters, but my father's ill ſtate of health : 
Dr. A— gives me hopes it will be of 


ſhort duration, for he finds him much 
better 
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better than could have been expected | in 
ſo ſhort a time ; if he continues mend- 


ing, I ſhall be with my charming Ellen 


in the courſe of a week, or ten days gt 
fatheſt. 

Adieu: give my beſt compliments to 
Mrs. Sedley, and tell her, that it is in a 
great meaſure to her I owe my preſent 
happineſs. 

Let me hear how your embaſſy to 
Lord W turns out: J ſincerely hope 
you will e and ſomething whiſ- 
pers me, he will graciouſly lend an ear 
to your petition, at leaſt ſuch is the wilh, 


of 


your kw friend, 
SUMMERS. 


L E T- 
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LETTER IXXXI. 


Mas. SIDNEY 
- T 0: | 
Mas. HAMMOND. 


MY DEAR MRS. HAMMOND, 
Hot Wells. 


| You have reaſon to complain of me 
I acknowledge, but as I had not any 
pleaſing news to communicate (till now), 
I would not trouble you with uſeleſs re- 
petitions, | 
I mentioned in my laſt our meeting 
Lord Summers, and of courſe the recon- 
ciliation that took place; he was very 
anxious to be as much with Ellen, as 
poſſible, which 1 on my part prevented 
as much as I could, for I did not wiſh 
to have my dear-girl's happineſs, again 
trifled with: but however he ſo far 
gained upon me, that I promiſed, pro- 
vided his father the Earl of Belmont, ap- 
proved of his addrefling my daughter, 1 
ſhould very willingly allow her to re- 


celive his vilits, 
Soon 
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Soon after this converſation paſſed, we 
were honoured with a viſit from Mrs. 


and Miſs Sedley, the former is Ellen's 


moſt intimate. friend, and a charming 
woman indeed ſhe is, ſhe always infiſted 


on my attending her in her rambles, 
and never would take an excule. 

Come, come, my good Madam, fhe 
uſed to ſay, your daughter is unable to 
walk, and l am ſure you will not ſuffer 
me to go by myſelf, and my ſiſter 1s as 
much a {ſtranger as I am: they then, 
each uſed to take an arm, and generally 
contrived to keep me from home all the 
morning: 1 once hinted, that I thought 
ſhe was not ſo partial to Ellen's com- 
pany, as ſhe uſed to be, but ſhe an- 
ſwered, indeed my dear Mrs. Sidney you 
are quite miſtaken, but I never chule to 
be where my company 1s not acceptable, 
and at preſent J am poſitive, both Ellen 
and Lord Summers, would think me the 


moſt tireſome creature breathing, 4 


Was always at their elbow. 
In this manner, my good friend, ſhe 
excuſes herſelf, nor is Miſs Sedley in the 
leaſt behind hand, but laughs _s chats 


as 
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as humourouſly as her ſiſter : : but to re- 
turn. 

Soon after they left us, for they ſtaid 
not more than a week, Lord 1 
began to talk of going to Belmont Caſ- 
tle, to aſk his father's conſent, to pay his 
addreſſes to Ellen: but he was under 
the neceſſity of leaving us, rather ſooner 
than he intended, owing to a letter he 
received from the Counteſs of Belmont, 
wiſhing to ſee him at Belmont Caſtle 
without loſs of time: this you may be 
fure induced him to ſet out. inſtantly, 
and Ellen and her lover parted, not with- 
out very meaning and tender looks on 
both ſides. 

He was no ſooner gone, than I repri e- 
ſented to Ellen, the improbability of the 
Earl of Belmont's ever conſenting to his 
ſon's marriage, and tried all in my power 
to divert her thoughts from it, and think- 
ing to amuſe her, propoſed taking a turn 
to the pump room, for ſhe is now ſo 
much recovered, as to be able to walk 
out with wlerable eaſe, and I am very 
careful not to let her fatigue herſelf. She 
ſaid ſhe ſhould be glad of the walk, and 


| accordingly we went: I ſhould not omit 
| {> 
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to mention, that we were both in flight 
mourning, as we had not yet left it off, 
for my nephew Mr. Sidney. Ellen was 
only in white, with black ribbons, and 
I think I never ſaw her look ſo lovely, 


her recent parting with Lord Summers, 


had left a pleaſing melancholy diſperſed 


over her fine face; the ſimplicity of her 


dreſs, and her tout enſemble, was beyond 
any thing 1 had ever beheld; (excuſe 
the fond expreſſions of a mother.) 

After ſhe had drank the water, we took 
two or three turns up and down the 
pump room, for as Ellen was to go 
home in a chair, I was not afraid of fa- 
tiguing her: it being late, there was 


hardly any company, and thoſe ſoon 


left us, except one gentleman in deep 
mourning; his appearance ſtruck me, as 
it likewiſe did Ellen, who could not 
help taking notice of him: he appeared 


to be about ſixty years of age, and re- 


garded us, full as much as we did him; 
he took an opportunity of addreſſing 
ſome converſation to us, ſaid he was 
here for the recovery of his health, hav- 
ing lately loſt an only ſon: he ſhed tears 
as he ſpoke, and Ellen and 1, could not 
| help 


- 
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help ſympathizing with him, for I 
thought it might have been my fate, to 
have mourned an only daughter; he 
apologized for troubling us with his ſor- 
row, and retired, and ſoon after, I ſent 
Ellen home in a chair, and then fol- 
lowed mylelt. 

Our whole converſation for the reſt of 
the day was about the gentleman in 
black, and we waited anxiouſly for the 
proper time, to go to the pump room 
next morning, which proving a remark- 
able fine day, I propoled that the maid* 
ſhould bring little Louiſa with us, for 
the ſake of the walk, and then Ellen 
could take her back in the chair. 

We had ſcarcely entered, before the 


| ſame gentleman appeared: he made an 


apology for leaving us ſo abruptiy on the 
day before, and continued talking to us 
for a long time, and ſeemed vaſtly 
pleaſed with Louiſa, and enquired if be 
was related to Ellen, without doubt tak- 

ing the child tor her daughter. 

I replied ſhe was not related to us, but 
was an orphan, and as Ellen had been 
acquainted with her mother, ſhe thought 


it her duty to bring up her child, but, 
added 
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added 1. he recompences us for the lit 
tle trouble we take with her, for the is 
the ſweeteſt tempered little creature 1 
ever met with. 

Ellen ſoon after complaining of being 
weary, I put her into a chair, and fol- 
lowed myſelf, attended by the geatleman 
in black, for he would ſee me home: 1 
did not invite him in, not knowing who 
he was, he therefore wiſhed me a good 
morning, and took. his leave with ſeem- 
ing reluctance. 

We were prevented from going to the 
Wells next morning, on account of II- 
len's having a flight cold, and the morn- 
ing after, by letters we received from 
the Earl and Counteſs of Belmont, ap- 
proving of Lord Summers's choice, and 
likewiſe a very preſſing invitation to 
ſpend ſome time at Belmont Caſtle. 
Ellen received one from Lord Summers, 
who promiſed to fetch us in a few days, 
adding, that nothing but the indiſpòſition 
of Lord Belmont, prevented him from 
coming to us immediately; it took up 
beſt part of the morning in anſwering 
theſe letters, for Ellen wrote, as well as 
myſelf, which of courſe prevented us 

| from 
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from going out, and in the afternoon 
we were very much ſurpriſed to ſee our 
new acquaintance enter the room. 

He begged pardon for his intruſion, 
ſaying, that not having met us as uſual 
in the pump room, he was fearful we 
were indiſpoſed, which had induced him 
to take the liberty of enquiring after us, 
and if we would allow him that pleafure, 
it was his intention to ſtay and take his 
tea with us. h | 
I could fay no otherwiſe than that 1 

was glad to ſee him, and begged to know 
to whom, I had the honour of ſpeaking. 

This queſtion ſeemed to affect him 
greatly, and with a de eep ſigh, he replicd, 
my name Madam 1s Sidney, I am called 
Sir George Sidney. 

Gracious heaven! cried I, and are you 
then the brother of my late huſband ? 
Tears ſomewhat relieved me, or I 5 
ſhould have fainted. | 

Yes Madam, anſwered he, 1 am that 
cruel brother, who diſdained to receive 
the widow, and orphan, of Colonel Sid- 
ney: but who now, ſincerely repents of 
his hard hearted conduct, and ſolicits, if 


it can be granted him, forgiveneſs for _ 
pa 
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paſt unk indneſs: if you knew, added he, 
what I have ſuffered in reflecting on my 
treatment of a brother who was an honour 
to his family and who always loved me, 
you would pity, and perhaps forgive me. 
Tears ſtopped his utterance for ſome 
minutes, but at length he ſaid, if you 


can deign to hold converſation with a 


wretch who merits your ſevereſt re- 
proaches, hear what I have to ſay, and 
let me in ſome meaſure make amends 
for my cruelty, by ſupplying the place 
of father, to my dear Ellen, (taking her 
by the hand), you are not devoid of 
ſenſibility my ſweet girl I perceive, there- 
fore I beſeech you, try to ſotten your 
mother in my favour; I have long been 
ſeeking ſor you, and having found you, 
break not my heart, by refuſing to look 
on me as your uncle, and you Madam as 
a brother, who will by every means in 
his power, ſtrive to make you bury in 
oblivion, his paſt unkindneſs. 

I could hold out no longer, but giving 
him my hand, ſaid, Sir George I freely 
forgive the affliction you have cauſed 
me, and feel myſelf happy that you are 
reconciled to us : we then embraced each 

other, 
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other, and he told us he had not known 
ſo much felicity, for a great number of 
years. Ah! continued he, if I had but 
known how very amiable you were, what 
a vaſt deal of uneaſineſs ſhould J have 
eſcaped, but by liſtening to the malicious 
inſinuations, of an artful villain, I had 
nearly brought down the vengeance of 
heaven on my head, for my bar barity to 
the widow and fatherleſs : but not to 
Keep you 1n ſuſpenſe, I will relate how 
it happened, that I came to be unde- 
ceived in my opinion of you. When 
my brother married you, I was very 
much diſpleaſed, at his not mentioning 
his intention to me, particularly as 1 
was at that time, negociating a very ad- 
vantageous match for him; but at length 
J was ſorry I had quarrelled with him, 
and wiſhing to know what kind of a 
woman he had introduced into our fa- 
mily, I ſent my fteward to the village 
you lived in, to make. enquiries con- 
cerning you, but the account he brought 
me of you, made me reſolve never to 
have any connection with you, and as 
no further application was made me by 


my brother, I did not think fit to _ . 
| ble 
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ble myſelf about his affairs, and in ſhort 
almoſt forgot ſuch a perſon exiſted, till 
the news of his death brought you again 
to my memory: I had previous to this 
event, ſent the ſame man to ſee how 
you and your daughter lived, but he in- 
formed me, that the abandoned life you 


led, would without doubt render any aſ- 


ſiſtance I might give you, unneceſſary; 
this my dear Madam, was the reaton of 
my refuſing to comply with wy bro- 
ther's requelt, ſuppoſing you totally un- 
worthy of the leaſt indulgence, but about 
four months ago, this villainous ſteward 
was ſeized with a complaint, which he 
was informed would be fatal ro him, he 
then begged to fee me, and as well as 
the violence of his illneſs would permit, 


told me, that having taken a pique to 
my brother, owing to his having threat- 


ened to make ſome tranſactions, (not 
much to his credit) public, he had de- 
termined from that time, to injure him as 
much as poſſible, and his having mar- 
ried withour my approbation, afforded a 
delightful opportunity c revenging him- 


ſelf, which he had done by mifrepre- 


ſenting vou, and your daughter, in the 
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groſſeſt manner: he made this confeſſion, 
he ſaid, as a ſmall atonement for his 
numerous ſins, and exhorted me moſt 
pathetically to find you out, and endea- 
vour to make ſome reparation, for my 
paſt unkindneſs. 
I promiſed to fulfil his wiſhes, and 
he died ſoon afterwards, much eaſier 
than could have been expected: as ſoon 
as his funeral was over, it was my in- 
tention to have ſought you, but alas 
the death of my only ſon, and a danger- 
ous illneſs | was ſeized with in conle- 
quence of it, prevented me from taking 
any ſteps towards finding you, till very 
lately: I then went to London, and 
made enquiries there, and in moſt of the 
adjacent towns, and villages; after 
which 1 took this road, and on my arri— 
val being rather indiſpoſed, I was ad- 
vided to remain here a ſhort time, when 
chance, the firſt time J went out, brought 
us together: 1 muſt own I felt myſelf in- 
tereſted for you, even before I knew you 
were the perſons, I was fo anxiouſly 
ſecking for, bu-a9n attending you home 
the other morning, I enquired who you 


were, and heard your name was Sidney: 
oy 
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my ſeeing you lo unexpectly, gave me 
the greateſt ſatisfaction, I have for a 
long time been capable of receiving, and 
not ſceing you at the pump room, ei- 
ther yeſterday, or to-day, made me re- 
ſolve to come here this afternoon. 


Sir George now ſtopped, and begged ' 


1 would inform him of what had hap- 


pened to us; which I inftantly did, not 


failing to tell him of the advantageous 
offer, Ellen had had, and I likewiſe 
ſhewed him the letters we had received, 
from the Earl, and Counteſs, of Belmont. 
He appeared very much pleaſed at 
Lord Summers's diſintereſtedneſs, and 
aflured us he ſhould be no lofer by it: 
he was very glad we had not accepted 
of Lord Belmont's invitation, to go to 
Belmont Cattle, ſaying, he hoped when 
Ellen's health was ſufficiently re- eſta- 
bliſhed to leave the Hot Wells, we would 
favour him with our company, at Sidney 
Park, where every thing would be in 
deal for our reception. 

In fack my dear Mrs. Hammond, I am 
now perſcctly happy. I beg you will 
tell the good old Thomas, that Sir 
George Sidney and mylelt are 1econ- 
ciled, 
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ciled, for J rather look on him in the 
light of a friend, than as a ſervant, and 
on your return, I hope you will allow : 
him to come and live with us again. 

I am, my dear Mrs. Hammond, with 


beſt wiſhes to yourſelf and family, (in 
which Ellen juins me), 
your {ſincere and affectionate friend, 
CHARLOTTE SIDNEY. 


LETTER LXXXII. 


EDWARD SE DLE Y. Esg 
10 


LORD SUMMERS 


Roſe Mount. 


| F AIT H Summers, you are deviltſh 


| fortunate to prevail on papa to give ap- 
hrobation, even before he had ſeen the 


lady: I ſuppoſe he thought it was high 
time to give up tyranizing, for ſurely no 


5 n fellow has been kept i in greater 
e 
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ſubjection, or ſubmitted to it with a 
better grace than your Lordſhip: egad 
much better than I ſhould have done in 
your ſituation, but methinks I hear you 
ſay, what is all this to the purpoſe : why 
really not much, but to the point. 

Mrs. Sedley informed you without 
doubt, of my journey to North Houſe, 
(which prevented me trom attending her 
to the Wells): on my arrival there, 1 
enquired for Lord and Lady W——, 
the former was out, and of courſe I was 
introduced to my Lady; I made ſome 
apology for my intruſion, but ſaid, the 
_ errand 1 came on, would I hoped plead 
my excuſe; I then informed her, that I 
had had the honour of ſeeing Lady Char- 
lotte Maynard a few weeks ago, who 
was in very good health, and had defired 
me to call at North Houſe, and uſe all 
the eloquence I was poſſeſſed of, to in- 
tercede for her, as a reconciliatiad with 
her family, was the only ingredient 
wanting to make her perfectly happy. 

Lady W on my ſpeaking of her 
daughter ſhed tears: alas! Sir, cried ſhe, 
if it depended on me, how willingly 
ould J recall my dear girl: what young 

Vor. III. I woman 
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woman would have acted otherwiſe than 
my Charlctte, but my Lord and I, ſee 
it in a very different light, and far from 
wiſhing to pardon her, he will not even 
ſuffer me to repeat her name, in his pre- 
ſence: but if you Sir will have the 
goodneſs to plead for her, you may per- 
| haps be able to prevail, though I am 
almoſt afraid, it is next to an impoſſi- 
bility. 1549 
Ixeplied, that I would do every thing 
in my power towards an accommoda- 
tion, and hoped I ſhould be ſucceſsful : 
ſhe-ſhook her head, and ſaid I had her 
good wiſhes; ſhe enquired what they 
had to live on: I ſaid the intereſt of 
Mr. Maynard's fortune, and I took care 
to tell her Ladyſhip of their diſtreſs at 
Calais, and the goodnels of fome friend, 
(but who they had never been able to 
diſcover), that had ſent them three hun- 
dred pounds, but I fancy, continued I, 
I may ſet it down to your Ladyſhip's ge- 
neroſity. 15 

She acknowledged chat ſhe really had 


ſent them that ſum, and was glad to find 


they had received it, but had nevefthad 
any other opportunity of remitting them 
FE; "oh any 
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any thing more, as ; Lord W always 
burnt dine letters, without opening them, 
which prevented her from knowing in 
what part of France they were : ſhe was 
ſurpriſed to hear they had already four 
Aen. and deſired me to encloſe an 
hundred pound note, (which the gave 
me) to them, with a wiſh that ſhe had it 
in her power to write to them, but that 
Lord W had expreſsly forbid her 
to do ſo, on pain of his diſpleaſure. 
Soon after the above converſation, 


Lord W— appeared, and having 


ſome knowledge of me, received me 
civiily enough: I did not give him 
much time to conjecture the cauſe of my 
viſit, but the firſt opportunity that of- 
fered, I briefly informed him of my er- 
rand; had you Summers ſeen the rage 
he was in, you would like me have been 
tempted to wiſh, you had not under- 


taken ſo difficult a taſk, as that of med- 


dling in family affairs: in ſhort there was 
not an opprobious epithet, he did not 
call Maynard by. 
let him vent his ſpleen, and then 
took up the cudgels for my friend, and 
aſſure you I did not ſpare Lord W— 
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but ſet forth his injuſtice, and avarice, in 
ſuch glaring colours, that he had not a 
word to ſay for himſelf, but let me run 
on juſt as I pleaſed, without making the 
leaſt attempt to interrupt me : but how- 
ever, all I could ſay did not fignify any 
thing, he would RG hear reaſon, and 
therefore we parted, after I had done 
him the honor of returning with intereſt, 

all the pretty compliments he had paid 
to my friend Maynard. 

I then bent my courſe to Lord Ben- 
ſon's, who I found was very much in- 
diſpoſed, but on my ſending in word 
that I came on particular buſineſs, he 
admitted me; and without any preface, 
I informed him of my having very lately 
ſeen Lady Charlotte, and his brother, 
and touched very feelingly on their liv- 
ing, as it might be called, in exile, as 
. Lady Charlotte had too much delicacy, 
to — of living in England, without 
the countenance of her family: but, 
added J, if your Lordſhip would take 
notice of them, they would be very hap- 
py to return. 

Mr. Sedley, replied he, you appear 


to be their friend, and to deal ingenuou!l y 
WW It 
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kh you, I have 1 wiſhed to be on 


better terms with them, but did not 
chuſe to be the firſt propoſer of a recon- 


ciliation. I ſuppoſe, ſaid he, yon have 


ſeen them very lately. 


I replied, that I had paſſed ſome days 


with them, only a few weeks ago. 

W. ell then, ſaid he, have the goodneſs 
to inform them TI thall be very glad to 
ſee them on friendly terms, and as tra- 

velling is expenſive, I will have ſome 
writings drawn to-morrow, which you 
ſhall ſee, for I mean to give my brother 
my Hampſhire eſtate, which is between 
three and four thouſand pounds per an- 
num: but, continued he, not a word of 
this to any one, for | mean to do every 
thing, for them myſelf, they ſhall not be 
in the lcaſt indebted to that old raſcal, 
Lord W for a farthing: for would 
you believe it Sir, he had the impudence 


to put in a creature of his, into a vacant 


borough, under my very noſe; I would 
be friends with my brother, if it was 
only to mortify his avaricious Lordſhip. 

We had a great deal more talk on the 
lame ſubject, and I took care to have 
the deed of gift ready, by the next morn- 
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ing, which he ſigned, and I inſtant 

ſent it to Maynard, with Lady W 
hundred pound; Lord Benſon has 3 
me promiſe to give | ady Charlotte, and 
his brother, the meeting; he was much 
Pleaſed to hear they had given one of 
their boys his name, he ſays it is a mark 
of attention he has not deſerved. 

I hope I have ſettled matters to every 
one's ſatisfaction, and I now think it time 
to conclude this long epiſtle, with Mrs. 
Sedley's compliments to you, and your 
intended bride, to whom I likewiſe beg 
w be remembered. 

Your affectionate friend, 


_ EDWARD SEDLEYs 


LE T- 
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LETTER LXXXIIL 


MISS SIDNEY 
T 0 


Mrs. SEDLEY 


L b Hot Wells. 
You have I ſuppoſe my dear Laura 
ere this, received the few lines I ſcrib- 
bled to inform you, of our being on 
friendly terms with Sir George Sidney: 
he appears to wiſh us to forget his paſt 
unkindneſs, by his preſent liberality, 
having made us numberleſs preſents, and 
by his deſire, we have taken a man, and 
another maid ſervant, to attend on my 
mother, and that our wardrobe might 
not be deficient, he has preſented us 
with five hundred pounds each ; he ſays 
he has written to the Earl of Belmont, 
and given him and the Counteſs, a very 
preſſing invitation to Sidney Park, he has 
likewiſe wrote to Lord Summers, who 
we expect to ſee to-morrow, as his father 
is a vaſt deal better, and next week, we 
propoſe going to my uncle's, and he hu- 
H 4 morouſly 
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moroully ſays, he will not part with me 
while my name is Sidney. 

He tells us he is poſitive we ſhall be 
delighted with Sidney Park, as it is one 
of the fineſt ſituations in England, and a 
moſt excellent neighbourhood, having 
a vaſt number of very genteel families 
round about it: and my dear Ellen, ſaid 
Sir George, you mult try to prevail on 
your friend Mrs. Sedley, and her family, 
to pay you a viſit, and tell her ſhe muſt 
not retuſe you, without very ſubſtantial 
realons, for if ſhe does, we will come 
in a body and carry her off, whether ſhe 
will or no; I aſſure you he is very anxi- 
ous to ſee the friend, who notwithſtand- 
ing all my diſtreſſes, ſtill remained ſo. 

Do you, my dear Laura, recollect a. 
converſation, we had, when I had laſt 

the pleaſure of ſèeing you, relative to the 
bank note I have of your's, on my offer- 
ing to return it. Oblige me my El- 
len by keeping it, and when I can be 
oſitive that you no longer want it, I 
will then, and not till then receive it 
again.“ Theſe my friend were your 
very words, and as in all probability, I 
ſhall never have occaſion for it, allow me 
„ 0 
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to return it, with many thanks to the 
generous donor. 

Louiſa makes a vaſt number of en- 
quiries after you, ſhe has juſt learned to 
liſp your name, and is ever repeating it, 
for you may remember you was a pro- 
digious favourite of her's, and are ſo ſtill: 
ſhe is a charming little girl, and 1s of 
fuch an amiable diſpoſition, that ſhe gains 
upon you without your perceiving it; I 
muſt own that 1 am ſo much attached to 
her, that ſhould it at any time happen, 
her relations ſhould claim her, I think I 
ſhall refuſe to give her up, unleſs I find 
them worthy of the truſt. 

I am happy to hear Mr. Sedley has 
been ſucceſsful in his application to Lord 
Benſon; I pity poor Lady W „but 
hope when her Lord ſces his daughter 

can do without any aſſiſtance from him, 
in a pecuniary way, he will condeſcend 
to pardon her. 

J have this inſtant had a ſummons 
from Sir George, defiring I will attend 
him in an airing on the downs, therefore 
I-know my dear Laura, will excuſe me 


_ concluding my letter ſo abruptly; my 
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mother joins me in compliments to your 
ſiſter, and yourſelf. | 
--) Your's moſt affectionately, 


ELLEN SIDNEY. 


As I did not ſeal my letter, I again 
take pen in hand to inform you, that I 
have juſt heard from Lord Summers, and 

expect him here every minute. I forget 

whether I mentioned, that he is to go 
with us to Sidney Park. 

Adieu my dear Laura, I think I hear 
a carriage ſtop, and muſt haſten to ſee if 
it is his. I will write again on our arri- 
val at Sidney Park. | 


LETTER LXXXIV. 


FROM THE SAME» 


I 33 Sidney Parl. 

4 Made you ſome kind of promiſe in my 

laſt, of writing ſoon, and as promiſes of all 
. | kinds 
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kinds you know,ought to be looked on as: 


ſacred, I am preparing to fulfil mine. 
We left the Hot Wells a week ago. 
Sir George, my mother, Lord Summers, 
and your Ellen, in my uncle's coach : 
Louiſa and the two women ſervants fol- 
lowed in a chaiſe; Lord Summers had 


his phaeton, in which he generally drove: 
me, when there was any fine view to be 
ſeen, and I am not prudiſh enough to 
deny, but that the hours I paſſed with 
him, were by far the moſt pleaſant, and 


agreeable part of my journey, at leaſt 
according to my ideas. 


J was much pleaſed to find Sidney 
Park, greatly ſuperior to my expecta- 


tions, which J aſſure you were very ſan- 


guine, and I think I cannot deſcribe it 


better, than 1n the words of Pope. 


« Here hills and vales, the woodland and the: 


plain, 
« Here earth and water, ſeem to ſtrive again; 
Here order, in variety we ſee, 


« And yet though all things differ, all agree. 


„Here waving groves, a chequered ſcene diſplay, . 


And part admit and part exclude the day, 


« Here 
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Here interſpers'd and lawns, and op'ning glades, 
4 Thin trees ariſe which ſhun each others ſhades : 
„ Fen the wild heath, diſplays her purple dyes, 
And midſt the deſart, fruitful fields ariſe,” 


Almoſt as ſoon as our arrival was 
known, we were honoured with many 
viſitors, one young lady in paiticular 
engaged my attention, from her extreme 
reſemblance to my dear deceaſed friend, 
Mrs. Stanhope; had her name been 
_ Milbank, inſtead of Mamwaring, I 
ſhonld inſtantly have concluded ſhe was 
her ſiſter : her father came with her to 
call on us, he appears labouring under 
ſome ſecret grief, he ſcarce ever ſpeaks, 
and when he does, it is with ſuch an air 
of dejection, and melancholy, that you 
are inclined to pity, without knowing 
him. Sir George tells me he has not re- 
ſided in this part of the world long, his 
daughter is very much admired, and has 
had ſeveral very advantageous offers pro- 
poſed to her, but has refuſed them all, 
alledging that ſhe does not chuſe to 
leave her father : they-are to dine with 
us to-morrow, en famille, therefore I ſhall 
not 


not conclude this letter, till their viſit is 
over. 
My mother's friend Mrs. Hammond 
is in London, ſhe ſent the good old 
IThomas to let us know of her arrival, 
and according to my mother's wiſh, has 
given him let remain with us, if he 
thinks proper: it would be uſeleſs for me 
to attempt to deſcribe his joy, on find- 
ing Sir George was reconctled to my 
mother; and my uncle has generouſly 
ſettled ſomething handſome on him for 
his life, as a reward for his attention to 
my good father; and that he might be 
always with us, he has appointed him 
| houſe ſteward at Sidney Park. 4 
Lord Summers is juſt come into the 
room, he begs me to reiinquiſh my pen, 
and take an airing with him in his phae- 
ton this fine morning ; he poſitively ſays 
he will not be denied; neither am I in- 
clined to uſe him fo harſhly : adieu till 
to-morrow. 


— En—Y 


Late as it is my dear Laura, I could 


not prevail on myſelf to retire to reſt, till 
I had 
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I had informed you of a diſcovery, that 
- has been made this afternoon. 

Mr. and Miſs Mainwaring came to 
dine with us as expected, and when we 
withdrew after dinner, as I had heard 
Miſs Mainwaring ſay, ſhe was remarka- 
bly fond of children, I rang for a ſervant 
to bring Louiſa: as I pronounced the 
name, I perceived ſhe wiped a tear from 
her eyes, but when the child was brought 
'1n, ſhe Juſt caſt a look on her, and fainted 
away. 
My mother and I were very much 
alarmed, and inſtantly rang for ſome of 
the women ſervants, who with our aſſiſt- 
ance, quickly brought her to herſelf. 
Poor little Louiſa, who had been crying 
in a corner of the room totally diſre- 
garded, no ſooner heard her ſpeak, than 
ſhe ran to her, and climbing on the ſet-. 
tee, and putting her little arms round 
Miſs Mainwaring's neck, and half cry- 
ing, liſped, oh the poor lady's very 
bad : I would have ſent her out of the 
room, fearing ſhe might be trouble- 
' ſome, but Miſs Mainwaring, who was 
quite delighted with her 1 innocent prattle, 


| (begged ſhe might be permitted to ſtay, 
ſaying, 
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ſaying, ſhe had never ſeen ſo lovely a 

baby: ſhe apologized for the fright ſhe 
was ſure ſhe muſt have given us, but 
ſaid, ſhe had lately been much ſubje& 


to it; in the courſe of converſation, ſhe 


aſked Louiſa's name, and on my reply- 


ing it was Stanhope, ſhe was near faint- 
ing a ſecond time, happily a flood of 
tears, ſomewhat relieved her, and ſhe 
enquired if her father was in regi- 
ment. 

I anſwered with a faultering voice, that 
he had once belonged to it. 

And where is my poor ſiſter? what is 


become of her? interrupted ſhe with a 


faultering voice. 

I could not reply but by my tears, 
which ſtreamed 1a ſhowers down my 
face; ſhe therefore ſaw I had nothing 
pleaſing to Communicate, and en her 
tears to mine. 

As ſoon as I could articulate my 
words, I related what I had known of 
Mrs. Stanhope, ſoftening each circum- 
ſtance as much as poſſible. As ſoon as 
ſhe recovered herſelf after hearing my ac- 
count, ſhe 1n return informed me what 
paſled, when her ſiſter's elopement was 

iſcovered: 
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diſcovered: ſhe faid at firſt her father 
was like a diſtracted perſon, and up- 
braided Miſs Mainwaring very ſeverely, 
ſuppoſing ſhe was a party concerned: 
but on her proteſting ſhe was innocent 
of the charge, he ſaid on one condition 
he would believe her, which was her 
giving him a folemn promiſe, neither to 
write to her ſiſter, or receive any letters 
from her; in fact he inſiſted upon it ſo 
peremptorily, that ſhe was under the 
neceſſity of complying with his harſh 
command. He permitted her, at her 
earneſt entreaty, to anſwer Mrs. Stan- 
hope's letter, which ſhe received from 
her, on her return from Gretna Green: 
but had never from that time to this, 
heard any thing of her, notwithſtanding 
ſhe had made as many enquiries, as ſhe 
could, without her father's knowledge, 
who, till very lately, was as much in- 
cenſed at his daughter as formerly: but 
having accidentally heard of Mr. Stan- 
hope's death, it ſhocked him greatly: 
and he made a vow, that if ever he 
found out Louiſa, he would receive her 
with the moſt cordial affection: but the 
being diſappointed in all his endeavours 
| | 10 
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to diſcover her, had thrown him into a 
deep melancholy, from which it was. 
impoſhble to rouſe him: ſhe added, that 
ſoon after her ſiſter's marriage, ſhe had 
attended her father to the Continent, 
where they ſtaid upwards of a twelve- 
month, aad during that time, he had 
diſpoſed of his eſtate, and with the pro- 
_ duce, had given directions to have ano- 
ther purchaſed, as far diſtant as poſſible 
from the former, and on their return to 
England, they had changed their name 
from Milbank, to Mainwaring: ſhe in- 


formed us hkewile, that her brother who. 


was in India, died a ſhort time ſince, 
earneſtly recommending his father to 
forgive, and receive Louiſa, and had left 


his fortune equally divided, between his 


two ſiſters, which amounted to near 
thirty thouſand pounds each, my dear 
Louiſa's ſhare, ſaid Miſs Mainwaring, of 
courſe belongs to her little girl; ſhe then 
gave me many thanks for my attention 
to her ſiſter, and begged I would allow 


the little Loniſa, to go and live with her. 


J ſaid, I could not poſſibly object to 


it, but begged ſhe might divide her 
Ibis 


time between us. 
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I his ſhe engaged ſhe ſhould do, and 
we have agreed that I ſhall take her to- 
morrow morning, to call on her aunt, 
and we have fixed on an hour, when Mr. 
Mainwaring is always at home: you ſee 
my dear Laura, I quickly diſcovered a 
reſemblance between Mrs. Stanhope and 
her ſiſter, and I am extremely happy to 
reſign Louiſa into ſuch good hands. 
We expect the Earl and Counteſs of 
Belmont next week, when I hope Mr: 
and Mrs. Sedley will favour us with their 
company, and likewiſe their amiable ſiſ- 
ter. Lord Summers has undertaken to 
prevail on votre Mari, therefore | do 
not deſpair of ſeeing you ſoon, I really 
will not take a denial, ſo look to it, and 
dread my diſpleaſure; but earneſtly, I 
muſt my dear friend beg of you, to give 
me your company, for I aſſure you I 
ſhall very much ſtand in need of it, when 
Lord Belmont 1s announced. 

Lord Summers has received a very 
lively letter from Mr Fancourt, who 
ſays in his uſual merry way, he has got 
the ſtart of his Lordſhip, having com- 
menced Benedict near a week. x am 


glad lie has been ſo fortunate as to meet 
| with 
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with ſo amiable a partner, as Lady Emily 
Coventry, and that their felicity may be 
durable is my ſincere wiſh: talking of 
Mr. Fancourt, naturally brought his ſiſter 
to my mind, and Lord Summers ſays, 
ſhe is very happily married to a Mr. 
Beverley, who had been long attached 
to her; and that Sir William Fancourt 
lives with them; he tells me none of my 
acquaintance, regretted my abſence from 
Maple Vale, ſo ſincerely as his couſin, 
who was much hurt at my ſilence. 
Lord Summers aſked me, if I ſuſ- 
pected him of taking my picture, 
I replied, that ſo far from it, I had 
been very angry with Mr, Fancourt, ſep- 
poſing he had taken it, and notwith- 
ſtanding, he poſitively denied knowing 
any thing about the matter, I continued 
to think he muſt have it, till undeceived 
by my friend Mrs. Sedley, who informed 
me it was in your poſſeſſion, and indeed 
all along, ſhe faid ſhe could not help 
thinking you was more likely to have it 
than your couſin. ut: 
He laughed very heartily at my lec- 
turing poor F ancourt, and ſaid, if I would 
allow him, he would beg my r 
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of his picture, in return for mine: but, | 
added he, I am not ſo anxious about it 
now, having the lovely original before 
my eyes: ſo ſaying, he caught me in his 
arms, and preſſing me to his boſom, ſaid 
he would not relinquiſh me, till I had 
promiſed him our wedding day, ſhould 
be an early one. 
I faid I would be entirely guided i in 
that, by Lady Belmont, and my uncle. 
He then releaſed me, but not. till he had 
ſnatched halt a dozen kiſſes: 1] proteſt I 
was inclined to be halt angry with him, 


3 but he knew his influence, and ſoon ob- 


tained pardon. 
I muſt now, my dear Laura, wiſh you 
a good might, in the agreeable hope, of 
ſoon ſeeing you. 
Your ſincere and happy friend, 


ELLEN SIDNE Ys | 


"TUB. T- 
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LETTER LXXXV, 


Mas. SEDLEY 
| 1 o 


MISS SIDNEY 


MY DEAR ELLEN, 
Roſe Mount. 


I Received your letter only* yeſterday, 
and am ſorry I cannot immediately at- 
tend you, but as Mr. Scdley left me 
this morning, to give Mr, Maynard and 
Lady Charlotte the meeting, at Lord 
Benſon's, I am prevented from ſeeing 
you till his return, which he aſſures me 
will be as fpecdy as poſlible. 

I long to know how Lord W—— will 
conduct himſelf, in reſpect to his daugh- 
ter; but it is not now of any great con- 
ſequence, as ſhe can do very well with- 


out his aſſiſtance, or protection. 
We have had our houſe full of com- 


pany for ſome days paſt, but thank God, 

they yeſterday were kind enough to take 
their leave, but I promiſe you, it was 
not till we were heartily tired of them 


the 
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the pretty Miſs Martin was of the num- 
ber, and. who if poſſible, is more con- 
ceited than ever, being on the point of 
marriage with a Baronet of immenſe 
property : her only amuſement, conſiſts 


in planning future ſchemes of grandeur, 


and relating all the fine things Sir Tho- 
mas has ſaid to her: the left us only this 
morning, and ] am ſure neither Miſs 
Sedley, or myſelf, in the leaſt regretted 
her abſence, but fearing we might, ſhe 


has obligingly promiſed, to pay us a vilit 


again very ſhortly. 

We are getting up a play, which 1s " 
be acted at Felix Hall next Tueſday : we 
| have ſelected Mr. Sheridan's Remedy of 

the Rivals, and as it may ſerve to amuſe 
you, I will give you a liſt of the per- 


formers. 


Sir Anthony Abſolute Mr. Bertie 
Captain Abſolute Sir Henry Herbert 
F land Tord Freemore 
Sir Lucius O Trigger Mr. Waldron 
David Fag. & coachman Servants 


And Acres Mr. Sedley 
| Mrs. Malaprop Hon MrsFreemore 
Lydia Languith Miſs Sedley © 
Lucy Lady Freemore's woman 


| And Julia Miſs Ward 


2 
=. 
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To which will be added a farce called 


the Duce 1s in Him, 


Colonel Tamper Mr. Sedley 
Major Belford Lord F. eemore 
Prattle | Mr. Waldron 
Bell! Miſs Mennel. 


Mademoiſelle Florival Miſs Sed.ey 
And Emily Laay Freemore 


They are all fully employed in learn- 
ing their parts, which they rehearſe twice 
a week, and I am much miſta en, if 
Lydia Languiſh, has not in good earneſt, 
captivated Captain Abſolute; ſhe bluſhes 
when I tell her fo, but does not deny it; 
if it ſhould be ſo, perhaps he may be of 
our party to Sidney Park. 

I ſhall write as ſoon as our play is 


3 Ups 
15 


over, to let you know how it went off, 


the dreſſcs I aſſure you are ſuperb and 


elegant. 
You will perhaps be ſurpriſed, at my 


not taking a part, in either the play or 


farce; but it you recollect my figure, 
you muſt be ſenſible I ſhould cur rather 
an awkward appearance in my preſent 
ſituation, and Sedley would have been 
miſcrable, if I had run the riſk of fa- 

| tiguing 
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E1 guns: pelt: therefore being a very 

compliant wife, I would not make him 
ay, ; and when Lady Freemore firſt 
mentioned her intention of having a play 
got up, and offered me a part, 1 inſtantly 
begged leave to decline being a per- 
former, but ſaid, J would not fail to at- 
tend the repreſentation : ſo you ſee my 
dear Ellen, your lively friend i 1s not quite 
deſtitute ot prudence, 

I am very glad my little favourite 
Louiſa Stanhope, is likely to be fo well 
provided for, you will no doubt be ſorry 
to part with her, but it would have been 
very unkind, had you refuſed her aunt's 
requeſt : ſhe is fortunate in having ſo 
amiable a woman, as Miſs Mainwaring, 
to bring her up, who I have not a doubt 
will be very attentive to her. 85 

I ſhall write as ſoon as our play is over, 
and fix the day of our coming 0 Sidney 
Park, and in the mean time, I hope to 
be favoured with a few lines from your 
Ladyſhip. 

Miſs Sedley unites with me in compli— 

ents to all at Sidney Park. 
Your ſincere friend, 


FL „ —LAVRA SEDLEY« 
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LETTER LXXXVIÞ - 


MISS SIDNEY 
| *- 


Mas. SEDLEY 


W | © Sidney Park, 

VY ELL my dear Lavra, this ſo much 
dreaded viſit of the Earl, and Counteſs 
of Belmont's is over, and I no longer 
feel myſelf diſtreſſed by their appear- 
ance, their behaviour is I aſſure you very 
affable, and Lord Belmont, has even 
condeſcended to pay me many compli- 


ments, which I have not the nen to 


repeat. 

They ſent to let us know the day pre- 
ceding their arrival, at what hour they 
ſhould be with us the day following; 


they were very punctual, and when the 


carriage drew up to the door, my ſenſa- 
tions were none of the moiſt agreeable, 
as you may eaſily imagine, Sir George 
and Lord Summers went out to meet 
them, leaving my mother and I, in the 
drawing room to receive them: my un- 
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cle led Lady Belmont, the Earl and his 
ſon followed: nothing could be more 
engaging, and obliging, than their beha- 
viour to me, and indeed It has continued 
ſo ever lince. 

Jam quite delighted with the Coun- 
teſs, and ſhall make it my ſtudy, to ren- 
der myſelf worthy of being related to 
her. The day after her arrival, ſhe ſent 
to beg to ſee me in her dreſſing room, 
and on my attending her, requeited my 
acceptance of ſome Jewels that las upon 
her dreſſing table, but ſceing 1 was go- 
ing to decline taking them, as being of 
too great value, ſhe entreated me not to 
mortify her by a refuſal; I therefore 
took them. Our converlation was of 
courſe, about Lord Summers, and ſhe 
in the moſt delicate manner imaginable, 
took occaſion to hint, that ſhe hoped 1 
would not defer her ſon's happineſs by 
any unneceſſary delays. Before I had 
time to make any anſwer, we were, to 
my very great joy, interrupted by my 
mother's coming in, and I took the firſt 
opportunity of making my eſcape, and 
went to my harpſichord, where I had 
not been long, when Lord Summers 

© 
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2 


paid me a viſit, and as uſual, deſired me 
to play and ſing, 


« Should the rude hand of Care, &c.“ 


It ſeems this was the firſt ſong he ever 
heard me ſing, it was at Sir William Fan- 
court's, on the day of the concert and 
ball: after I had complied with his re- 
queſt, we took a turn in the park, and 


he extorted a kind of promiſe from me, 


of giving him my hand, on whatever day 


you and his mother think proper to fix 


on: I can't imagine how I came to make 
ſuch a fooliſh promiſe, but as I have 
done it, I ſuppoſe 1 muſt abide by it. 

I am very anxious to hear all about 
your play. I think the different parts 
were very well adapted to the perfor- 
mers; and have not an idea, but it was 

quite the thing: I never my dear Laura 

queſtioned your prudence, and in this 
affair, you have not only given a proof 
of it, but of your good ſenſe likewiſe. 

If Sir Henry Herbert will favour us 
with his company, we ſhall be very glad 
to ſee him, and I fancy Miſs Sedley's be- 
ing of the party, will be a ſufficient in- 


ducement for him to pay us a viſit. 
„ As 
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As I ſuppoſe you wiſh to hear, how my 


little charge was received at Mr, Main- 


waring's, T ſhall proceed to inform you. 
My mother and I, as had been agreed 


between us, took her there: Mr. Main- 


waring was at home, and appeared to be 
very glad to ſee vs: he was much pleaſed 
with his little granddaughter, without 
knowing ſhe was related to him, but on 
his aſking her name, and on my anſwer— 
ing it was Stanhope, he changed colour 
extremely, and left the room. 

We did not ſtay long after, but at 
Miſs Mainwaring's requeſt, [ left Louiſa 
with her, as ſhe leemed perfectly happy, 
and willing to ſtay, Miſs Mainwaring 
promiſed to let me know, how her father 
bore the account ſhe had to give him, of . 
her unfortunate ſiſter: and the following 
day, ſhe ſent me. word that he was o 
ſhocked at the recital of her ſufferings, 
owing to his cruelty, that he had not 
ceaſed upbraiding himſelf, for his unna- 
tural, and barbarous conduct; ſhe added, 


e thought him rather more calm than 
he had been, and flattered herſelf he 


would by degrees regain his peace of 


mind: ſhe ſaid he was obliged to wear a 


face 
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face of gaiety, very foreign from what 


ſhe felt, but, continued ſhe, was I to 
give way to my preſent ſenſations, I 
ſhould be incapable of ſoothing the grief 
of my much loved father: his only con- 
ſolation is, that he ſhall be able in ſore 


. mealure, to make up his unkindneſs to 


the mother, by his-liberality to her child, 
and Louiſa is of ſo winning a diſpoſition, 


that I think I may venture to pronounce, | 


ihe will be a great favourite with him, 
and at the ſame time alleviate his {orrow. 


1 have ſince, my dear Laura, had a 


letter from Mr. Mainwaring, (for he (till 
continues to keep that name), ex pre ſſive 
of the utmoſt gratitude, and thanks for 
my attention to his lamented daughter: 


he very juſtly condemns himſelt, tor his 


paſt conduct, and ſincerely wiſhes it was 
In his power to atone for it, but that 
being impoſſible, he will endeavour to 


ſupply a father's place, to the lovely re- 


Preſentative of his dear Louiſa. 
The paper was in many places blotted 


with his tears, and I aſſure you my friend, 


my eyes were not dry while I peruſed it. 


But not to make you melancholy, I 


ſhall quit this diſtreſſing narrative, and in- 
14 form 
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form you, that we all wait with the ut- 


moſt impatience to ſee you, but no one 
wiſhes it, more ardently, than your 


ELLEN, 


LETTER ILXXxXVII. 


Mas. SEDLEY 
: TO 
MISS SIDNEY 


M | Nee Mount, 
1VLY dear Ellen muſt not be diſpleaſed, 
that I have not before this anſwered her 
letter, but I have been ſo engaged ever 
ſince I received it, that I really have not 
had a ſufficient portion of time, till to- 
day, even to attempt it. | 

You may recolle& in my laſt, I men- 


tioned there was a play getting up, at 


Felix Hall; had I not ſent you a liſt of 
the performers, you would perhaps be 


turprifed, to hear my father took a part, 


J aſſure 


MAPLE VALE. 17 


Jaſſure you he performed Sir Anthony 
Abſolute, with very great eclat, Sedley's 
Squire Acres was truly laughable, and 
Sir Henry Herbert, in Captain Abſolute, 
was Inimitable : Lord Freemore as Falk- 
land, was an admirable picture of a jea- 


tous lover: Sir Lucius O Trigger, was 


acted with much humour, by Mr. Wal- 
dron, a diſtant relation ot Lord Free— 
more's, a very agreeable man, and poi- 
ſeſſed of an infinite fund of drollery. 
Mrs, Freemore, as I before informed 
you, was to do Mrs. Malaprop, ſhe did 
it valtly well, and Miis Ward in Julia, 
was very ſucceſsful; and Miſs Scdley“s 
Lydia Languiſh, was I aſſure you al- 
lowed to be incomparable, and many 
compliments, were juſtly paid her, on her 
performance. 

I ſhall not ſay any thing about the 


farce, only that every one excelled as 


much in that, as they did in the play, 
and your friend Laura, was never better 
_ entertained in her life. 

There was a very numerous company 
aſſembled, of perſons of the firſt diſtinc- 
tion; it was repeated three nights ſuc- 
ceſſively, and each time, met with the 

14 moſt 
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moſt unbounded applauſe, Lord Free- 


more had two large rooms, thrown into 


one, and fitted up for the occaſion, with 
the greateſt taſte and elegance, the ſtage 
was ornamented with coloured lamps, 
placed in various forms, and feſtoons of 
roſes, entwined with myrtle and jeſſa- 
mine, had a moſt agreeable effect: the 
dre ſſes were the molt elegant to be con- 
ceived, bur I ſhall deter my account of 
them, till we nieet. 

I think Amelia has gained a * ad- 
mirer in Captain Abſolute, alias Sir 
Henry Herbert, he appears to be very 
much in love, and from what I have ſeen 
of him, he ſeems a ſenſible, amiable, 
young man: I wiſh my conjecture may 
prove true, for though 1 ſhuuld be ſorry 
to loſe the pleaſure of her agreeable ſo- 
Ciety, I ſincerely wiſh to ſee her happily 
ſettled, and whoever ſhe thinks fit to ho- 
nour with her hand, will receive a trea- 
ſure, for ſhe is really a charming and 
aorceable young woman, 

I muſt not omit to inform my dear 
Ellen, that Sedley had the pleature of 
meeting Lady Charlotte, and Mr. May- 


nard at Lord Benſon's: who received 


them 
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5 BER very kindly, and begged all paſt 
grievances might be buried in oblivion, 
laying, he hoped to convince them by 
his ure conduct, that he was their firm 
friend, and thar as it might not perhaps 
be agreeable to them, to reſide entirely 
with him, he had his houſe, in Hamp- 


ſhire, furniſhed for their reception, which 


he deſired they would accept together 
with the eſtate, promiling now and then 
to be their gucſt. 


They ſtaid with Lord Benſon near a 


week, and at his requeſt, left their eldeſt 


boy with him. Lady Charlotte had the 
pleaſure of ſeciog her mother, but it was 


privately, and without her father's Know- 
ledge; what an implacable wretch he 
muit be, I declare I have no patience 
with him. Her Ladyſhip and Mr. May- 
nard, intend ſpending ſome time with us 
at Roſe Mount in the ſpring, and I hope 
to be able to prevail on Lord Summers, 
and a certain lady of my acquaintance, 
to favour us with their company at the 
lame Lime. | 
Apiopos mentioning Lord Summer 
puts me in mind of what you have wan. 
plenied to call, a fooliih promiſe, bur 
© 35 (pardon 
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(pardon me for quoting your words), 
promiſes you know of all kinds, ought 
to be looked on as ſacred,” and as that 
was your opinion, a very ſhort time ago, 
I ſuppoſe you are ſtill of the ſame way of 
thinking. „„ 0 

Lord Summers is very preſſing in his 
letters to Sedley, for our appearance at 
Sidney Park; I am not in the leaſt ſur- 
priſed at his being ſo anxious for our ar- 
rival, when our preſence is to put him in 
poſſeſſion of fo valuable a treaſure, as my 
Ellen. 

Sir Henry Herbert is juſt returned 
from riding with Miſs Sedley, and is 
now cloſeted with my good man: I ſup- 
poſe it will not be long, ere I am ac- 
quainted with the cauſe of his demand- 
ing a private audience; but I think J 
can gueſs, for Amelia inſtead of coming 
to me, as ſhe uſually does, has retired to 
her apartment, to wait the iſſue of their 
conference, 

J am happy my little friend Louiſa, is 
ſo fortunate as to meet with ſuch an 
amiable relation, as Miſs Mainwaring, 
who will doubtleſs take ihe greateſt care 
in ker education, and guard her from her 

lovely 
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lovely, and unfortunate, mother's fate. 
I could not help feeling for Mr. Main- 
waring, though at the ſame time, I think 
he ſcarcely merits compaſſion, owing to 
his former inflexibility, but he has been: 
ſeverely puniſhed, I therefore hope Louiſz 
will be a bleſſing to his declining years, 
and by her innocent prattle, ſ.oth his 
affliction, and fill up the place, her mo- 


ther once poſſeſſed in his affections. 1 


admire Miis Mainwaring vaſtly, ſhe ap- 


pears to be exactly what her ſiſter de- 


ſcribed her, all gentleneſs, ſenſibility, and 
good temper, feelingly alive to the diſ- 
treſſes of others, and never ſo happy, as 
when contributing to their comfort and 
caſe: under ſuch a preceptreſs, Louiſa 
cannot but be happy, and will I don't 
doubt find in her aunt, not only a rela- 
tion, but a friend, who will on every oc- 
caſion conſult her happineſs, and treat 
her with the ſame indulgence her mo- 
ther would have done: I expect great 
plealure in being acquainted with her, 
and beg to be introduced to her, the firit 


opportunity that offers, after my arrival 


at Sidney Park, which will be very ſoon, 
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as we propoſe leaving Roſe Mount, in a 
few days, | | 

I hear Mr. Sedley coming this way, 
therefore I ſhall lay aſide my pen, till 1 
know the reaſon of Sir Henry's long viſit, 


It is as I imagined, he came to pro- 
poſe himſelf to Miſs Sedley, and as his 
alliance is every way deſirable, Sedley has 
given him permiſſion to addreſs his ſiſter, 
provided ſhe has not any objection, as 
it is his wiſh, to conſult her happineſs 
on every occaſion, but particularly on an 
affair of ſuch conſequence to her future 
felicity. | 

Sir Henry was in extacies, on having 
her brother's conſent, and flew on the 
wings of love, to ſeek his Amelia, which 
gave my Edward an opportunity of in- 
forming me of it, and likewiſe of deſiring 
] would prepare his ſiſt er to receive Sir 
Henry; and on my telling him, ſhe was 
in her dreſſing room, he ſaid he would 
ſend her to me immediately. When ſhe 
came, I repeated the converſation that 
had juſt paſſed, between her brother and 
Sir Henry Herbert, aſking her if ſhe 

b could, 
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could, ub doing any violence to 
her inclinations, receive him as a lover, 

who hoped to have the feliciry of one 
day calling her his. The dear girl bluſhed 
as I ſpoke, | but acknowledged that he was 
by far the moſt pleaſing, and agreeable 
man ſhe had ever met with: and added, 

if her brother and I, had not any objec- 
tion to him, ſhe molt certainly could 
have none, as his behaviour to her, had 
always been attentive and delicate on 
every occaſion. 

When I write to my dear Ellen, 1 
never know when to leave off, witneſs 
this long letter, which was quite unne- 
ceſſary, as I hope to have the pleaſure of 
ſeeing you, ſo toon. 

Adieu my lovely friend. Miſs Sedley 
is at my elbow, and refuſes to go down 
ſtairs without me; ſhe joins me in com- 
pliments to your worthy mother, and J, 
my dear Ellen, am 


your fincere and affectionate friend, 
LAURA SEDLEY, 


„ 
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LETTER LXXXVII. 


MISS SIDNEY 
T O h 


Mas. SEDLEY. 


A Sidney Parl. 
LTHOUGH I em ſo 1oon to 
have the pleaſure of ſeeing my dear 
Laura, I cannot refrain writing to inform 
her of a circumſtance, which I muſt 


| own has given me ſome uneaſineſs, but 
as I am no longer diſturbed about it, I 


will make her acquainted with the cauſe 


of my diſquiet. 


Lady Belmont, my mother, and I, 


nere fitting in the breakfaſt parlour, 
looking over ſome new books, when a 
letter was brought me, with the London 
poſt mark on it: I was rather ſurpriſed, 

not knowing who it could be from, but 
much more ſo on peruſing the contents; 

J aſſure you I was weak enough to change 


* 


moat, who had been looking at me, per- 


ceiving, aſked me why 1 was fo agitateq; 


and 
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and deſiring J would give her leave to ſee 
it, unleſs there were any ſecrets, at the 
ſame time ſaying I mult excuſe her cu- 
rioſity, J inſtantly gave it to her, and 
ſhe read it aloud, 1 have copied it for 
you, | 


TO MISS SIDNEY. 


HONORED MU DAM, 


Excvuss the liberty a ſtranger 
takes, in addreſſing you on a ſubject, 
which cannot but be unpleaſant, but 
alas! my very great wrongs, will not 
ſuffer me to remain ſilent, when an affair 
of ſuch importance to my future peace is 
going forward, namely the marriage of 
Lord Summers; I had not preſumed to 
addreſs you Madam, had I not heard 
the ſweetneſs of your diſpoſition was ſuch, 
that you would ar lealt pity, and perhaps 
not condemn, the unfortunate, and ill- 
fated Fanny Saville. 

When Lord Summers firſt went to the 
univerſity of Oxford, I was a very young 
girl, and live : with an aunt, not far from 
the college he belonged to: by often 
meeting, we became acquainted with 

each 
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each other, and ſuppoſing him to be a 
very amiable young man, and as he 
perſuaded me to believe, moſt ſincerely 
attached to me, I very unpardonably left 
my aunt's houſe and protection, and 


when he departed from Oxford, was im- 
| prudent enough to attend him to Lon- 


don, where I waited for him, till his re- 
turn from Belmont Caltle, where he had 
been, to take leave of the Earl, and 
Countels, his father and mother, previous 
to his leaving England. Soon after his. 
arrival in town, we purſued our journey 
to the Continent, in ſeparate conveyances,. 
that we might «clude all ſuſpicion: in 
ſhort my good young lady, I remained 
with him the whole time he was abroad, 

and followed him to England, hoping he 
would, (as he had for ſome time treated 
me, in the moſt contemptuous manner), 

at lcaſt provide for his infant fon, but 


in that ſuppoſition, the event proves, 


how much I was miſtaken, as he retuſed 


not only to ſee me, but would not even 
allow me a trifling ſupport, tor his little 
boy, but barvarouſly, and L add unnatu— 
| rally, leaves us to the wide world, or to 
ſubſiſt on the precarious charity of ſtran- 


Sers: 
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gers: : my aunt, juſtly incenſed at my folly, 
(not to call it by a harſher name), has 
delired me not to trouble her, with any 
more applications, (having written to 
her in my very great diltreſs), as ſhe has 
long ſince given me up. 

Think my dear Madam, what muſt be 
the horror of my ſituation? without mo- 
ney or friends, how am I to procure the 
neceſſaries of life? there is but one way, 
if this application fails, and that I ſnud- 
der on, for however frong appearances 
may be againſt me, indeed Lam not loſt 
to every ſenſe of virtue. 

The favour I prelume humbly to ſoli- 
Cit, is, chat you Madam, wh, doubt leſs 
have ſome influence over his Lordſhip, 
will endeavour to prevail on him, to lets 
tle a ſmall annuity on my dear boy, jult 
a ſufficiency to bring him up, in any line 
ot lite, his father may think moſt proper 
for him. Should you Madam ſucceed, 
(and I flatter myſelf you will not be re- 
fuſed), you will be entitled to our prayers 
| forever: ihould you not, at leaſt you will 
have our thanks, for your good 1nten- 


tions, 
I could 
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J could wiſh, if it is not too oreat 4 
condeſcenſion, that you would not ſhew 
this letter to Lord Summers, as I am 
well convinced, ſhould he ſuſpect me of 
having written to you, he would never 
forgive me, but make me feel his diſ- 
pleaſure, in the ſevereſt manner, by tak- 
ing from me my only treaſure, my little 
William, which he has often threatened, 
with ſorrow do ] repeat it, to do, but J 
truſt he will not now, put his threats in 
execution, as J ſuppole he is too much 
employed at preſent, even to caſt away a 
thought, on the unfortunate, and un- 
happy, Fanny Saville. 

T ovght to make many apologies, for 
troubling you with a recital, of my very 
great, and ſevere Alices, but hope 
you will pardon me, for my prefump- 
tion, (when J aſſure you, it is my only 
hope), and exert all your influence in 
my behalf, with his Lordihip. 


I am, my dear Madam, 
with the greateſt reſpect, 
your very humble ſervant, 
FRANCES SAVILLE. 


On 
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On concluding i it, ſhe ſaid, this is very 
| extraordinary indeed, I muſt queſtion 
Summers about this affaiy: though I muſt 
do him the juſtice to believe, there is not 
a word of truth in it. 

I here interpoſed, and begged ſhe 
would not ſhew it him, as I was perfectly 
of the ſame opinion as her Ladyſhip, ſup- 
poſing it mutt have been written by ſome 
Perſon, who wifhed to injure Lord Sum- 
mers, in my eſteem. 

Let it be written by who it will, cried 
her Ladyſhip, I am determined he ſhall 
ſee it, for you find he is impeached of a 
crime of the blackeſt hue, which I am 
ſure he never committed, in firſt ſe- 
ducing, and then forſaking without a 
proviſion, a girl, he was once attached 
to; in fact my dear Ellen, I am poſitive 
he can clear himſelf entirely to your ſa- 
tisfaction in this affair, you may there- 
fore eaſily ſuppoſe, Iam extremely anxi- 
. ous for him to ſee this letter. 

My mother being of the ſame opinion, 
I would not any longer oppole them, but 
reſigned it into Lady Belmont's hands, 
to ſhew it to Lord Summers, or not, as 
ſhe thought beſt, She had hardly placed it 
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in her pocket book, before Lord Summers 
entered the room, he had been out a 
courſing, and complained of being greatly 
fatigued, and having a pain in his head, 
| which very much alarmed me, and for a 
time, made me forget the letter: he 
ſeemed pleaſed at my anxiety on his ac- 
count, and throwing his arm round me, 
ſaid he ſhould be quite well, if 1 would 
fix the day of his happineſs 

His mother, to my very great relief, 
took upon her to anſwer for me, by ſay- 
ing, that we only waited for Mrs. Sed- 
| ley? s arrival, to fix the time, bur, added 


ber Ladyſhip, if ſhe is not here very ſoon, 


I ſhall give my vote not to wait for her, 
and J make not a doubt, but ſhe will ex- 
cule our precipitancy. | 

This ſpecch ſeemed to encourage Lord 
Summers, and in the molt animated man- 
ner, he begged me not to ſtay tor you, 
but to let to- mo row be the time, that 
would put him in N of his dear 
Ellen. 

I muſt confely to you, my dear Laura, 
(though I bluſh while I write it), that I 
could not help entertaining ſuſpicions, 


not * to his credit, by his * 
Q. 
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ſo anxious to hurry our wedding. But 
Lady Belmont at once put an end to my 
reflections, by aſking her ſon, if he re- 
collected ever having been acquainted, 
with a young lady of the name of Saville, 
who ſome time ſince, reſided with an 
aunt at Oxford. 

My eyes were fixed on his, but I did 


not perceive the leaſt alteration in his 


countenance, and he Immediately an- 


ſwered his mother, with his uſual eaſe, 


ſaying, he did not remember any lady of 
that name : bur, 
beg to know your reaſon for enquiring. 

Certainly, replied the Counteſs: you 
ſhall if you chuſe read this letter, which 
Miſs Sidney has juſt received, and then 
you will not any longer be ſurpriſed, at 
my queſtion, 

He took it from his mother, and after 
reading it, exclaimed, well this is the 
molt extraordinary affair I ever heard of, 
for it is only a tew hours fince, a letter 
ſimilar to this, was encloſed to me from 
Belmont Caſtle, and what is {till more 


remarkable, is, that both theſe letters, if 


I may judge by ine hand writing, are 


ſent by one, and the lame perton. 
On 


continued he, may 1 
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On his ſaying this, we all begged to 
ſee it, but he declined ſhewing it, telling 
us, that it mentioned me in ſuch groſs 
terms, it would ſhock me to ſce it. But 
we would not be denied, we therefore at 
length prevailed on him, to indulge us 
with a ſight of it, though very much 

againit his inclination, 

His letter did not ſpeak more favoura- 
bly of me, than mine did of him, and as 
I thought you would perhaps like to 
hear, what it ſays of your friend E. len, 
I have encloled it. 


TO LORD SUMMERS, 


MY LORD, 


BEING under ſome obligations to 
your Lordſhip's family, I cannot ſhew 
my gratitude better, than by painting 
Miſs Sidney to you, 1n her true colours, 
Allow me to caution you, not to be the 
dupe of her pretended innocence, for [ 
allure you it is a mere farce, for like the 
camelion, ſhe can change her appear- 
ance, at pleaſute. 

But my intention in writing this Jett ry 
is to inform you, of ſome parts of her 
conduct, 
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conduct, to which you are doubtleſs a 
ſtranger. In the firſt place, the little 


girl {he takes the care of, from (as ſhe 


would make you believe), motives of 


charity, 1s her own daughter, (the child 
of licentiouſneſs), who with her mother, 
was on ſome miſbchaviour, diſcarded 
from the nobleman's houſe, and protec- 
tion, with whom ſhe uſed to reſide. 
Thus turned on the world, with only 
a few trinkets for her ſupport, ſhe left 


her child at nurſe in London, and with 


her mother, ſought a reſidence in the 


country. Maple Vale was the ſpot fixed 
on, and Mr. Fancourt (had not your 
Lordſhip's arrival prevented it), was 
the perſon ſingled out, as a proper object 
to captivate : but as I ſaid before, when 
ſhe found you ſeemed pleaſed with her, 
| the laid aſide all thoughts of Mr. Fan- 
court, and made it her entire {tudy, to 
endeavour to perſuade you, ſhe was in- 
nocence and truth itſelf. But at length 
fearing to be detected, ſlie precipitately 
left Maple Vale, and again bent her 
courſe towards town, where being pretty 
lucceſsful, (fe picked up the means of 
making a faſhionable appearance, and 
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was near accepting a handſome gratuity, 
from a gentleman, (ſhe became ac- 


quainted with), for ſuperintending his 


family, &c. when the fight of your 
Lordſhip cauſed her to give up her in- 
tentions in that reſpect, hoping to prevail 
on you, to marry her, or if ſhe was not 
ſucceſsful in that attempt, by pretending 
a reformation, to induce you, to ſettle 
ſomething handſome on her, and having 
the good fortune to get herſelf intro- 
duced to Lady Mary Winterford, ſhe 
paſſed with thoſe, who were unacquainted 
with her former conduct, for a young 
lady of good family, and ſmall fortune, 
who being neglected by her relations, on 
account of ſome family diſputes, was 
under the neceſſity of reſiding with ſome 
lady, in quality of an humble friend, 
to enable her to ſupport, (as ſhe gave 
out), her mother, who having till very 
lately lived in affluence, found it not 
poſfible to exiſt, without her daughter's 
aſni{tance. | | 
Such my Lord is the true character of 
the woman, as report ſays, you inten 
making- your wife, but be not guided 


fair, 
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fair, and recollect, that a marriage ends 
not, but with life. 1 
Fou will at firſt perhaps think me 
impertinent, in troubling you wich this 
letter, but the many obligations I am 
under to a part of your family, would 
not allow me to be filent, when I knew 
a member of it, was running headlong 
to ruin. 

Was I not fearful of taking up too 
much of your Lordſhip's time, I would 
give you her whole hiſtory, which I aſ- 
ſure you, 1s replete with adventures, of 
every kind, but perhaps you wiſh not, to 
have more convincing proofs of her un- 
worthineſs. 

I am told ſhe has taken the liberty of 
laying, ſhe was related to the family 
whoſe name ſhe has uſurped, but that is, 
as moſt of her aſſertions are, totally falſe. 

Not knowing where this will find you, 
have directed it to Belmont Caſtle, de- 
ſiring it may be forwarded to you. 

IO my knowledge, Miſs Sidney as 

ſhe calls herſelf, has uſed a lady of fa- 
mily and character, in a moſt notorious 
manner, by writing letters, and then 


pretending to ſay ſhe knew nothing of 
Vor. III. X them, 
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them, and by way of clearing herſelf, 
was baſe enough to lay the blame on an 
innocent perſon, who had on every oc- 
caſion, treated her with the utmoſt re- 
ſpect, till it was impoſſible to be ſeen 
with her, and then in return for all this 
goodneſs, ſhe has had the temerity to 
accuſe this lady, of forging letters in her 
name, to your Lordſhip, and ſeveral other 
malicious inſinuations, which were all 
the invention of her own fertile mind. 

Lou are at liberty to make what uſe 
you pleaſe, of this intelligence, but I 
ſhould rather wiſh, it might not be 
ſhewn to Miſs Sidney, as I am fully per- 
ſuaded ſhe will deny every word of it. 

I ſhall now my Lord ceaſe troubling 
you, with any more on this ſubject, 
ſuppoſing any further account, would be 
ſuperfluous, and be aſſured, nothing but 
your happineſs being at ſtake, could have 
induced me to write at all. | 

I now conclude, hoping you will make 
a proper uſe of this information, which! 
promiſe you, is exactly true. 

I am your Lordſhip's, 
moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


A ſincere friend to the Belmont family. 
Well 
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Well Laura, what think you of this 


letter, for my part I think it a maſter- 


piece of invention, and bluſh in good 
earneſt, for my mean ſuſpicion of Lord 


Summers, when his conduct was in re- 


gard to this intelligence, 0 very much 
the reverſe of mine. 


You will now perceive his delicacy, in 


_ urging me to fix the day of our mar- 
riage, he has ſince confeſſed, he was 
fearful ſome plot was in agitation to pre- 


vent it, which made him wiſh to haſten 


it as much as poſhble. But my Laura 
will perhaps aſk, have we any conjecture 
who it can be, that wiſhed to Interrupt 
our felicity. I anſwer that we have not 
even an idea, who it could be, unleſs it 


was Lady Harriet Aubrey; and Lady 


Belmont ſeems to think it is her Lady- 
ſhip's doing: but I really cannot think, 


ſhe would riſk ſending two ſuch letters, 


tor fear of being dete&ted. 

I am happy you have ſuch pleaſing 
proſpects in view, for Miſs Sedley : ſhe 
is a very deſerving young woman, and I 
hope Sir Henry Herbert is ſenſible of her 


value, 
| K 2 J ſaw 
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I faw Louiſa ali, ſhe is per- 


fealy happy with her aunt, and at her 


requeſt, I have conſented to leave her 


ſome time longer: indeed my dear 
Laura, I ſhould be ſorry to take her 
from them, for ſhe ſeems as if ſent to be 


a comfort to Mr. Mainwaring, in his 


declining years: he breaks very fait, and 
I begin to fear, will not long enjoy the 
pleaſure of his granddaughter's ſociety, 


Miſs Mainwaring ſeldom leaves nim, for 


any length of time, for his ſpirits are 


ſometimes in ſuch a ſtate of agitation, it 
might be dangerous. I am ſure ſhe 
has great merit, in thus reſigning all 
a; 1ufements ſuitable to her age, that (he 
may have leiſure to attend on a father, 
whole diſpoſition is very far from amiable. 

We have not mentioned to any but 
our own family, the receipt of the two 
letters, as Lord Summers ſaid it would 
be a ſeverer mortification to the writer, 
to hear of our marriage, than any pu- 
niſhment we could inflict. 

Adieu my dear Laura. 

Beheve me your ſincere and affection- 


ate friend, 
ELLEN SIDNE x. 


5 
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LETTER LXXXIX. 


LADY HARRIET AUBREY 
3 THE 


HON, MISS WALDGRAVE 


Lyons, 


You are doubtleſs ſurpriſed at fee- 


ing from where this 1s dated, but your 


aſtoniſhment will ceaſe, when I inferm 


you, that Lord Summers got polleſſion. 
of a letter, I was writing to you, enu- 
merating ail my plots and contrivances, 
in reſpect to that little conceited minx, 


Ellen Fray © however I fancy I have 
completely diſhed. her up, but you ſhall 


hear all e it, and then I leave you 
to judge, whether you. think I am right 


when I ſay, I have put the finiſhing 

ſtroke to my ingenious ſchemes. 
Nothing could be more perplexing for 

me, than Lord Summers's finding what 


I had been writing to you, which he 


took away with him, but did not take 


any ſteps towards expoſing the hand I 


had, in blackening Maſs Sidney's repu- 
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tation: but ſomehow or other, Sir Philip 
Jay became acquainted with the part I 
had acted, and in his uſual mild way, 
remonſtrated to me, on my imprudence, 
and illiberality, in thus defaming an in- 
nocent voung perſon, who had never 
done me any harm, and endeavoured to 
poirt out to me, the heinouſneſs, and 
wickedneſs, of my proceedings, (as he 
good ſoul, called them.) I appeared as if 
I really felt ſome compunction, and at 
length prevailed on my uncle, to ſpend 
the winter in Italy, ſaying I was tho- 
roughly convinced, I had been acting 
in a very baſe manner towards Miſs Sid- 
ney, and ſhould not be able to ſhew my 
face in public, till the affair had entirely 
blown over, which I flattered myſelf it 
would be, by the time we propoſed re- 
turning. He approved much of my 
leaving England for ſome time, and 
being ever ready to oblige me, willingly 
conſented to accompany me, and remain 
there as long as I thought fir. 
Having gained this point, which I aſ- 
ſure you was a very material one, I re- 
ſolved before I went, to put a finiſhing 
ſtroke to my former plot, and thus 1 
LT; | contrived 
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contrived to put it in execution. I told 
Sir Philip I was under an engagement to 
ſpend a few days with an old ſchoolfellow 
of mine, who I profeſſed to have a very 
great regard for, and ſaid if he had not 
any objection to it, I would take the op- 


portunity of his golng to his eſtate in 


(hire, to pay her a viſit. He replied 
it never was his intention to lay any re- 
ſtraint on me, 1 was therefore at liberty 
to go when, and where. I pleaſed, [ 
thanked him for his pernuſſion, and 


ſaid, that as my friend lived in rather a 
retired way of lite, it might be inconve- 
nient, and diſagreeable to her, if I was: 
to take a man ſervant with me, fo hoped 
he would not object to my going quite 


unattended by any body except my wo- 


man, and of courle I ſhould go in a hired 
chaiſe, which would be leſs troubleſome, . 
than if I went in any of his, or my own, 
as I could on my arrival inſtantly diſ- 


charge It. 


He did not ſeem altogether. to ap- 
prove of this method of travelling, but 


at length, wearied by my repeated teiz- 


ing, he acquieſced, and accordingly 


away I went, accompanied by my wo- 


4. man, 
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man, not to ſee any ſchoolfellow, as I 
had given my uncle to underſtand, but 
to make obſervations, in the latitude of 
Maple Vale: nay ſtart not Sophia, for it 
is 1 ſo, but as you are unacquainted 
with my intentions, I ar reveal them 
to you. 

The cauſe of my going to MapleVale, 
was to fiſh out, how Miſs Sidney con- 
ducted herſelf while there, and as my 
woman is extremely clever, in learning 
every body's hiſtory, I thought I could 
not pitch upon a properer perſon, to at- 
tend me, on my journey. I took up my 
abode at a ſmall inn in the village, giv- 
ing out, that I expected ſome letters, 
which were to dictate to me, what road 
I was to take in my way to Ireland, whi— 
ther 1 was going by the direction of my 
huſband, calling myſelf by the name of 
Mrs. Hill. 

During my reſidence there, 1 dif: 
patched my emiflary into the village, 
two or three times a day, till I thought ! 
had gleaned enough intelligence to an- 
ſwer my purpoſe; I then returned to 
town, and juſt before I left England, 
wrote two letters, one to Lord Sum- 


mers, replete with all the ill-natured 
oy 
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things I could think of, and as it was 
intermixed with truth, it will of courſe 


gain credit: the other is to Miſs Sidney, 
(who I find is at the Hot Wells, with 


her mother, and Lord Summers), as 
from a caſt off miſtreſs of Lord Sum- 


mers's, painting his unkindneſs to her, 
in very pathetic terms, and deſiring it 
may not, on any account, be ſhewn to 
his Lordſhip: J have given the ſame 
charge to them both, and I flatter my- 
ſelt it either have the delicacy they pre- 
tend to, it will cauſe an everlaſting, and 
irreconcilable breach between them : and 
they have my good wiſhes, for the ſuc- 
ceſs of my plan. I think. Zara very 
juſtly obſerves in the Mourning Bride, 
that, 

« Heav*n has no rage like love to hatred turn'd, 
« Nor hell a fury like a woman ſcorn'd.” 


But to return, Sir Philip Jay was again 
obliged to pay a viſit to his eſtate, whi- 
ther I attended him, and at my requeſt, 
when we left town, he gave out that we 
were going abroad immediately, which 
I eafily prevailed on him to do, as he dic 
not expect to be detained more than a 
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few days, but contrary to his expecta-· 


tions, we remained there conſiderably 
upwards of a month. 

At length the time came for us to pro- 
ceed on our tour, when my faithful abi- 
gail by my direction, had ſo violent a 


ſore throat, that it was judged an utter 
impoſſibility for her to attend me, and 


as I pretended I could not meet with 
another that ſuited me, I told my uncle 
preferred going without, and that ſhe 
could follow me, when he recovered 
from her indiſpoſition. This ſettled, I 
gave her the two letters to fend as di- 
rected, the week after my leaving Eng- 
land, and then ſhe was to haſten t to join 
me at this place: ſo you will perceive, 


ſhould Lord Summers and Miſs Sidney, 


be weak enough to ſhew their letters to 


each other, J can never be thought of 
as the writer, therefore at all events, I do 
not run any danger of being detected. 

I could not help ſmiling, at your con- 
ſcientious ſcruples in this affair, and like- 
wiſe at theſe two pretty lines, you was ſo 
good as to e on the ſubject: 


One ſelf approving hour, whole years outweighs 


«© Of ſtupid ftarers, and of loud huzzas.“ 


But 
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But you may reſt perfectly aſſured, that 
1 have taken ſuch precautions, that I 
defy any perſon even to think it could 
be me, I took care not to leave my let- 
ters unfiniſhed, but locked myſelf up 
till I had not only written them, but 
ſealed them alſo, leaſt ſome impertinent 
intruder, might think fit to take them 
away with him. „„ 

I hope I ſhall hear from you, during 
my ſtay here, for I think it a very long 
time, ſince I have had that pleaſure, and 
I beg you will not be any longer uneaſy, 

for I again repeat, I have acted with 
ſuch caution, it is impoſſible I can be 
detected. | 4324 

I wonder what that fright, Lady Mary 
Winterford, faid, when the came to find 
her toadeater Miſs Sidney, was innocent 


of the crimes laid to her charge, but 
enough on this ſubject, I am quite tired 
of it, and by this time, I don't doubt 


but you are equally fatigued. 
Believe me your's affectionately, 


HARRIET AUBREY, {|| 


LET. 


MAPLE VALE, 
WETTER XC. 
Mas, SEDLEY 


To; 
| Ms. BERTIE 


| | MY DEAR MADAM, — 
wh 1 og: Sidney Park. 
4 Seize the firſt opportunity of inform- 
ing you of our fafe arrival at Sidney 
Park, where we were received with the 
utmoſt politeneſs by Sir George and the 
reſt of the family : Mrs. Sidney in par- 
ticular made many enquiries after you, 
Sedley ſays he never ſaw a more lovely 
woman, than my friend Ellen, and in- 
8 deed | perfectly agree with him, for I 
never remember to have ſeen her look ſo 
well. ” 
The Earl of Belmont is quite a differ- 
ent perſon, no longer that haughty im- 
W perious nobleman, who made his infe- 
W riors bend before him: but the amiable 
WE Counteſs, amply makes up every defici- 
W ency, in her Lord's behaviour, by her 
condeſcenſion and aflability ; I ſhould 
= ſuppoſe 
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ſuppoſe from her preſent appearance, 
ſhe muſt when young have been beauti- 
ful; ſhe was telling us this morning, ſhe 
is in her ſixtieth year, ſhe has had a nu- 
merous family, but Lord Summers 1s the 
only one that ſurvived, and he was the 
youngeſt, ſhe ſeems to doat on him, and 
is never fo well pleaſed, as when he is 
the ſubject of converſation. 

We have juſt had a conference about 


this intended wedding, and have agreed 


next Tueſday is to be the happy day 
only four days to it: preparations are 
making with all poſſible rapidity, and 
Jord Summers 1s ſo elated, he can 
ſcarce conceal his exceſſive joy: it is to 
be quite private, and the latter end of 
the week, we all ſet off to Belmont Caſ- 
tle. The Earl has acted very generouſly 
by his ſon, having given up to him, near 
two thirds of his income, and his elegant 
houſe in Devonſhire: nor has Sir George 
Sidney been leſs liberal to his niece, he 
has given her thirty thouſand pounds, 
and ſeveral jewels of immenſe value, be- 
ſides many other preſents, too tedious for 
me to enumerate. N 

5 Lady 
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206 MAPLE VALE. 
Lady Belmont and Mrs. bidaey, have 


q juſt ſent to beg me to come to them, and 


give my opinion of ſome affairs, relative 
to Tueſday: I muſt haſten to obey my 


; ſummons, as it muſt doubt leſs be ſome- 
thing of importance, they want to con- 


ſult my ſagacious Ladyſhip upon: L 
therefore hope you will excuſe my leav- 
ing off fo ſoon, as I intend writing again, 
in a few days. 

Mr. Sedley and Amelia, deſire to be 
remembered to you, and my father, I 
likewiſe beg to add my love, and am 

your "affectionate daughter, 


LAURA SEDLEY«. 


LET T1S © - ACS 


FROM THE SAME. 


MY BEAR Rs 
Sidney Park, 
are juſt ſtolen from the breakfaſt, 
to inform you, chat the happy day is at 
length 
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length arrived, that is ; to put Lord Sum- 
mers, in poſſeſſion of his Ellen: fhe 


looks divinely, and the elegant ſimpli- 


city, and negligence of her dreſs, if poſ- 
ſible add to her charms. 


Lord Summers is in extacies, at the 


near approach of the time that is to give 
him his beloved Ellen. The Earl of 


Belmont, Sir George Sidney, and Mr. 


Sedley, are in high ſpirits: the worthy 
Counteſs ympathizes with her fair friend 


on the awful change that is 1o ſoon to 


take place, as does Mis. Sidney : Ame- 


lia looks very grave, and your Laura, 
ever inconſiſtent, is neither one thing or 


other, for in the firſt place, I am overjoyed 
to fee my friend ſo well provided for, in 
marrying the man of her choice, and a 
man approved of by her family: ſecond- 
ly, I am grieved to think, that as ſhe 


will be removed further Gran me, I ſhall. 


have leſs frequent opportunities of ſeein 

and converſing with her; but I ought to 
wave every ſelfiſh idea, and without 
murmuring at the ways of Providence, 
rejoice in the happineſs of all around me. 


Amelia tells me they are enquiring for 


me, to accompany them to Sir George 
Sidney's 
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Sidney's chapel, where the ceremony is 
to be performed. I have ſent word I 
will not detain them a minute: another 
meſſage. I have only time to ſay ] will en- 
deavour to reſume my pen on my return. 


I hope my dear mother will pardon 
me, for not continuing my letter accor- 
ding to promiſe, but really there was no 
| ſuch thing to be done, for being pre- 
vented from finiſhing it, the day | be- 
gan, I found it afterwards impoffible, 
owing to the profuſion of company, that 
came to pay their reſpects to the bride. 

T afure you 1 was a great relief to my 
charming friend, in affiſting her to en- 
tertain her numerous viſitors, for poor 
# Amelia's thoughts, ran too much upon 
Sir Henry Herbert, to be able to con- 
verſe with her uſual eaſe, and vivacity, 
on any topic, of which he was not the 
ſubject, and for the firſt time I have ever 
ſeen her ſo, was quite out of ſpirits ; ſhe 
has heard from him once or twice, ſince 
we have been here, and Sedley had a let- 
ter from him yeſterday, in which he ſaid 


he hoped to have the pleaſure of meeting 
| „ "bs, 
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| us, at Roſe Mount, nex” month, which 
will of courſe prevent us .rom retaining 
here, as long, as wz at intended: 
you may therefore mY gear Madam, ex- 
pect to lee us at home, one days before 
Sir Henry does us the hon of a viſit. 
Sir George Sidn-y: has prevailed on 
the Earl and Countess of Beltnont, and 
Lord and Lady $S: imec:s, 19 ipend ano- 
ther fortnight with , Which they have 
readily conſented to do, aug the ex- 
piration of that BIR. Sir George and 
Mrs. Sidney, are to amen them to Bel- 
mont Caſtle, where they wit only ſtay a 
hort time, and then pi poſe going to 
town for the winter, a ltep which Lord 
Summers thought ab{olutely neceſſary, 
owing to the reports, of ths malicious 
Lady Harriet Aubrey, and what will 
make Lady Summers's appearance more 
pleaſing to herſelf, is, that the Earl and 
Counteſs of Belmont are to be with her. 
We leave. Sidney Park next week, as 
Sedley, who has juſt been here, tells me, 
having had another letter from Sir Hen- 
ry, to haſten our departure: we leave 
this ſweet ſpot with the greateſt regret, 
at leaſt Sedley and I do, I will not un- 
dertake 


* 8 2 n " — Ta: * — 3 = = * 
r SREsg.)3 n 1 r — a 
— > SY A & 5 F = 3 — — - . — — * - > * wb 
— 3 ; — p : * * 
- : | Wh 4 n . 
— — — — =y 5 — —— 
5 ; P 


mY 


"+ AF 
*s * 
A 
PINT, 
8 
4 
W. 
«37S - 
T2 
,» 
. 
[1 
C 
p 


.29 MAPLE VALE. 


dertake to anſwer for Miſs Amelia, for 
perhape Roſe Mount, has juſt now in her 


eyes, en great attractions. 
I beg you will be kind enough to in- 


form Lady F::cmore, of my friend's 
marriage. for as Lady Summers was ever 
a favourite of her's, though perſonally 


unacquainted wich her, Lam ſure ſhe will 


be happy to hear of ir, 


I muſt now, ny dear Madam, beg 
leave to concluda with the following 
maxim: 


That virtue is it's cn reward, 


A. DF. 58 


